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on this Subject; fo that it 
may teem perfectly needleſs to trouble 
the World with any Thing more of 
this Nature: But when it ſhall be con- 
ſidered, that many of theſe Books have 
drawn out the Argument to too great 


a length, to be peruſed by. thoſe that 


are not devoted to Learning; that 


none of theſe have taken in the whole 


Compaſs of the Argument, in the Me- 


thod laid down in the following Pa- 


pers; that one main Branch of the 
Argument, 222, on what Foot Chris? 


and his Apoſtles have placed Chriſti- 
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anity, has not been particularly con- 
ſidered by any; that thoſe learned 
Writers, that have handled the Ar- 
gument, have gone into different Hy- 

otheſes about ſome of the moſt im- 
portant Points of it; as particularly 
about the Notion of Miracles; and 
that this has filled their Books with 


Controverſies, which puzzle and con- 


found the common People; and laſt- 
ly, that new Attempts on Chriſtiani- 

call for new Defences of it ; when 
all theſe Things are conſidered, I be- 
lieve it will appear, that the preſent - 
Deſign is not wholly impertinent. 

When The Grounds and Reaſons of 
the Chriſtian Religion firſt came into 
my Hands, I ſaw plainly, that the 
Author had hit on what was the 
prone Difficulty in the Chriſtian 
Religion, and managed it to ſome 
Advantage. The Difficulty had been 
conſidered by learned Men; but, as 


] thought, not perfectly elear d: This 


put 


The PREF act iv 


put me on re-examining, the Exi- 
dence for Chriſtianity; and, in the 


Review of that Argument, I thought 
I had diſcovered the Falſhood of any 
Conſequences, deduced againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, from the Quotations of the 


Apoſtles ; and ſo that all that was ad- 


vanced in that Book, however plau- 
fible 1t might appear, was wholly 
impertinent, if deſigned in Favour 
of Infidelity. 1 imagined then it would: 
be of ſome uſe to lay theſe Thoughts 
before the World; as well for the 
Sake of thole, that hade neither Lei- 
ſure nor Abilities for the Reading 
and conſilering the Works of learned 
Men; as of thoſe, who, after all, might 
not be latisfy'd with their Solutions 
of the Difficulty, and yet might eaſi- 
ly be. broughit to ſee, that the Conſe- 

quence againſt Chriſtianity was falſe. 


This now is the Deſign of the enſu- 


Papers, to repreſent the Argu- 
k. 24 for or Chrſtamty in a acer Halt, 
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and ſoas to obviatethe Difficulty ſtart- 
ed by the Author of the Grounds and 
Reaſons, &c. And I hope this will not 
be thought at all to interfere with the 
Deſign of thoſe worthy Perſons, who 
are about to anſwer that Book in a 
learned Way; and fo as, if poſhble, 
entirely to remove the Diſficulty pro- 
poſed, fince my Attempt is quite of 
another Nature: I have endeavour'd 
to repreſent the external Arguments 
for Chriſtianity, fo as to obviate the 
common Difficulties ; but I thought 
*twas neceſſary to conſider the Obje- 
ctions againſt the internal Evidence 
very particularly, becauſe they are 
ſuch, as do naturally ariſe in the Minds 
of inquiſitive Men. In the Argument 
of Miracles, I have endeavour'd to 
repreſent, what I take to be the true 
Notion of them; but, for the Sake 
of more inquiſitive Perſons, I have 
added an Appendix, in which are con- 
ſidered the other Accounts that have 

been given of this Matter. 
| THE 
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Grounds and Reaſons 
Or THE 
_ Chriſtian Religion, Sc. 


K r R, y _ - oy 
r HE Author of the Grounds and 
RNRseaſons of the Chriſtian Re- 
8 ligion, having lately attack- 
ed. Chiſtianity, - in a Point 
where it ſeems moſt liable to 
1 I have chen ght 


ne,; 


tage of late Vears, i by 7 Wor- 
thy Preachers of Boyles Lectures: But᷑ it 
has been complain d of by ſome, that there 
| B wants 
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(2) 
wants ſome plain and eaſy Diſcourſe, for 
the Uſe of the common People: ' This 4s 
what I aim at, to ſet this Argument in an 
caly Light, for the Uſe of the Vulgat. 
The Arguments will be common; but if 
the Method be eaſier and more natur 1 
than what this Subject is commonly. 
into; and ſo the common People, . 
want the Advantages of Learning, be 
brought to underſtand the Grounds of their 
RED, I ſhall attain my End, 


EE 8 e Noe 
CHAP. 1 


The State of the Controverſy. 


HE moſt Natural Way of Reaſoning 
upon this Subject ſeems to me to be 
this: When a Man has ſettled the Principles 
of Natural Religion, 2. e. the Being, and At- 
tributes, Providence of G o p, the Law of 
Nature, and a Future State; the next 

Thing to be conſidered is, Whether God 

hath made any other Revelation of him- 

ſelf to him, any other Way than by the 

Light of Nature; fince it is plain he ought 

to ſubmit to the Will of his Maker, how- 

eyer diſcoyver d; and ought to uſe his beſt 
* Endca- 
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Endeavours to find it out. Here then he 
muſt conſider, whether it be poſſible, in the 
Nature of the Thing, for God to reveal his 
Will to him any other Way than by that 
Reaſon he hath given him: If it be, Whe- 
ther it be moſt likely this Revelation ſhall 


| be made to every particular Perſon in the 


World, or to ſome, only in one particular 
Age, to be handed down to others, as a 
— Declaration of God's Will. — 
Next The! is to conſider, what ſort of Reve- 
lation his Reaſon makes it probable God 
ſhould give; as for Example, Do all the 
Parts thereof tend to promote Holineſs? 
And then how he would expect it ſhould 
be confirm'd. And here the ready Anſwer 
will be, By ſuch Works as appear to be 
wrought, either mediatcly or immediately 
by God; cither by God himſelf, or by ſome 


other Being impowered and commiſſioned 


by him: For how can a Perſon certainly 
prove that he comes from God, but by pro- 
ducing ſuch a certain Teſtimonial from him? 
The. Nature of the Doctrine may ſhew it. 


to be Worthy to come from God, and gain 


it Reception for its own intrinſick Value : 
But, in order to gain it Reception as a Di- 
vine Doctrine, tis neceſlary that ſuch Di- 
vine Works be performed in its behalf. 
And if there be a former Revelation, in 
which that Perſon, whoſe Character the 
Pretender to Revclation takes on him, is 
B 2 particularly 
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particularly mark d out and deſcrib'd, tis 


neceſſary he ſhould anſwer tlioſe Chara- 


cters. This was all thoſe, who ſived in the 


Age when Chriſtianity was firſt preach ' d, 
had to do. But we, at this Diſtance of 


Time, have another Subject of Inquiry, vig. 


The Truth of the Fatts, as they are deli. 
ver d down to us. And of this we muſt 
ſxisfy our ſelves, as we © do of the Truth of 
any other Hiſtory. 

Now then, Then any Objections are 
made againſt Chriſtianity, let us ſee whether 
they touch any of theſe Points. If they 
do not, they are nothing to the- purpoſe, 
Now, if we try by this Rule, we ſhall find 
ſome Arguments, that have been thought 
to preſs hardeſt againft Chriſtianity, ro be 
quite wide of the Point. Asfor Inſtance: 

*'Tisargued by the Author of the Groundseœc. 
(W hether with a Deſign againſt Chriſtianity 
or no, I don't determine, but tis argued 
by him) that the Apoſtles have urged Argu- 
ments from Old Teſtament Prophecies, to 
prove Jeſus the True Meſſiah; which in 
their Literal Sence. belong to others. * Be 
it ſo, What one material Point of the Con- 
troverſy does this touch? Does it follow, 
that Zeſus of Nazareth did not anſwer all 
the Characters in the Old Teſtament of the 
Meſſiah? That had been a material Point: 
For, if he had not, ſince the former Reve- 
Jation was —— and appealed to by him- 


felf 


is 


65) 

ſeih it would follow, That he was not the 
Meſſiah; and we muſt ſolve the Difficulty 
of his working Miracles, juſt as we do that 
of all thoſe who have wrought lome Mira- 
cles, (or at leaſt (Which is all one to us) 
Works that could not be diſtinguiſhed from 
Miracles) yet have failed in others that they 
pretend to; or have taught a Doctrine un- 
worthy of God, Cc. 5 

The Fews Arguments, therefore, who are 


wont to reaſon, That Feſus could not be the 
True Meſſiah, becauſe he did not fulfill the 


Prophecies, are to the Purpole, ſince they 
affect one main Point on which Chriſtianity 
turns: But Our Author has quite miſtaken the 


Matter, if he deſigned his Argument againſt. 
Chriſtianity : For All thar his Argument from 
the Apoſtles Quotations affects, is, The par- 
ticular Manner of the Infpiration of the 
Apoſtles. Now that Point ought not to be 


meddled with 'till others are firſt ſettled. 


The Inſpiration of the Apoſtles can never 


be proved 'till the Truth of the Hiſtory be 
made out; and from thence it be ſhewn 
that Jeſus is the True Meſſiah, and brought 


a Revelation from God; which Revelation 


he took effectual Care ſhould be delivered 
down pure to ſucceeding Ages. 


Now, no Argument drawn from Infias 
tion affects the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, but 
what ſhews that the Apoſtles: were not ſut- 
ficiently e to deliver down this Re- 

velation 


669 | 
Velation to us; which Our Author Argument 
is far from doing, as ſhall be fully ſhewn 
hercafter. 

So, to give one Inſtance more, another 
grand Argument urged, even with Triumph, 
by thoſe Sort of Writers is, The Uncertain- 
y of the Canon: But this alſo is quite wide 
of the Point. For what if it be uncertain 
whether all the Books, we now admit, are to 
be received, is it therefore uncertain whether 
any arc? If ſome Books were doubted of by 

me Churches,----is that a Reaſon for doubt- 
ing of thoſe that were received by all. The 
main Facts and Doctrines of Chriſtianity de- 
pended on the Authenticalneſs of the Four 
Goſpels; which were always reccived: And 
therefore tis to very little or no purpoſe to 
tell us, that if we receive ſome Books on. 
the Authority of the Firſt * Chriſtians, we 
muſt receive all that they did reccive. Sure- 
ly, there may not be the ſame Reaſon to 
receive thoſe Books, that were only received 
by ſome Churches, as thoſe that were re- 
ceived by all. We don't receive thoſe Books 
merely on the Authority of any particular 
Perſons or Churches; but we belicve em 
to contain the Authentick Hiſtory of our Sa- 
viour's Life and DoQtrine (which is the Point 
on which Chriſtianity turns) from uncon- 
trolled Tradition both of Friends and Foes, 
attributing the Books to thoſe Men whoſe 
Names they bear; from their being received 
4 7 


(3) 

as faithful Accounts from the Beginning, 
by thoſe who had the beſt Opportunities of 
knowing the Truth of the Facts, and whoſe 
Intereſts were concerned to be well fatisfied 
about em; from the Appeals that were made 
to them by Men of different Opinions and 
Intereſts, & c. as ſhall be more fully ſhewn 
hereafter. The time when theſe Books were 
put together juſt in the Order we now have 
them, is an Inquiry of no Importance, ſince 
we don't receive them on the Authority of 
any Councils, or Bodies of Men, or of any 
particular Perſons; but merely from the 
apparent Characters they bear of Books 
containing an exact Account of the Life and 
Doctrine of Chriſt. If indeed it could be 
proved that they were not writ in the Age 
they pretend to. this would be to the pur- 
poſe; but nothing elſe. 

The whole, then, of what I delign | is 
this 

. To make out ſome Prelicaiyary Pro- 
poſitions; as that God can, if he will, make 
a Revelation of himſelf to us, and latisfy us 
that it does come from him; that tis rea» 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that he will; and that 
this ſhould be a ſtanding Revelation, made 
to ſome; Perſons in one particular Age, to 
be handed down to others in all ſuccced- 
ing Ages. 

2. To prove the Truth of Chriſtianity; 
by ſhewing what Sort of Evidence might 


be 


($) 
be reaſonably expected for a Revelation, in 
Caſe it were made; as the Nature and Ten- 
dency, the Deſizti and End of it, and the 
external viſible Signs of God's Approbation; 
that Chriſtianity appeals to theſe two Sorts 
of Evidence, and is ſupported by em. 
3. That Chriſtianiry is put on a wrong 
Foot by the Author of the Grounds &. and 
therefore that all this Arguments, if deſigned 
againſt it, fall tothe Ground. 


Breda Bodies SAA A 
2 H A . 
Puli Propoſi long. 


T Begin with the Proof of the Prelimina- 

ry Propoſitions; the firſt of which is this: 
That God can, if he will, make a Revelati- 
on of his Will to us; and that ſo as to ſa- 
tisfy us, on eu. Grounds, that it does 
come from him. 

Now, this Propoſition plainly conſ ſts ol 
Two Parts. 

1. That God can, if he will, 1 85 Re: 
velation to any,.or to every PRs Per. 
ſon. And 

2. That he can give that perſon or per- 


| _ reaſonable Satisfaction that tis his. 
As 


+ 
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As to the firſt Part, there is nothing plain- 
er. If we can convey our Senſe to one 
another, without Doubt, God can His to us. 
He muſt have immediate Acceſs to thoſe 
Minds that he has formed. But we ſhall 
more caſily conccive this, by conſidering 
how tis we convey our Sentiments to one 
another; and that is plainly thus: By the 
Organs of Speech, we caule certain Mo- 
tions in the Air; which Ait, thus moved, 
ſtrikes on the Nerves, which have their 
Original in the Brain; and by that Means, 
ina Way we underſtand nothing of, excite 
ſuch Idea's in the Mind. Now, tis plain 
God may, when he' pleaſes, by exciting 
certain Motions in the Air, or otherwiſe, 
make, ſuch Impreſſions on our Brains, as 
ſhall excite the ſame, or any other Idea“. 
As to the 2d Part of the Propoſition; tis 


plain that if we can ſatisfy one another, 


that the Sentiments we conyey come from 
us, and no other, God can much more do 
the ſame. How he does this we, who have 
never had an immediate Revelation made 
us, can't perhaps exactly tell; neither is it 
neceſſary for us to know; ſince when any 
Revelation, not immediately made to us, 
concerns us, it muſt bring ſufficient Proof 
of its Divine Original, before we can be 
obliged to give Aﬀent to it. And it belongs 


not to us ſo much to enquire. on What 


Ground the Inſpired Perſon himſelf is fatis- 


C | fied, 
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fied, as on what we ought to be ſatisfied 
that it comes from God. | 

Only thus much we may caſily conceive, 
viz. That the Perſon, who has the Reve- 
lation immediately made, may be ſatisfied 
by ſuch ſort of external Signs, as may be 
ſufficient to ſatisfy thoſe to whom he brings 
the Revelation: And that there are ſuch, 
ſhall be ſhewn hercafter. 

Now ſuch external Signs we find in 
Scripture, Moſes, Gideon, &c. had given 
em; and 'tis probable all who had a Reve- 
lation, for the firſt Time at leaft. For how 
could they diſtinguiſh Divine Impreſſions 
on their minds from Diabolical, till they 
had experienced them, except they had alſo 


felt the latter, to be able make the Com- 


pariſon? But when they had experienced 
Divine Impreſſions on their Minds, and by 
external Signs been ſatisfied that thoſe Im- 
preſſions were Divine, they might poſſibly 
afterwards be able to diſtinguiſh thoſe Im- 
preſſions from all others, by recollecting 
and comparing em with the former 

The firſt Time any of us had any Im- 
preſſions made on our Minds by external 


Objects, we ſhould not perhaps be ſure the 


Impreſſion came from abroad; for ſince 
the Sences are the Inlets of all our Ideas, 
and ſupply us with that Stock we are ever 
after improving, we ſhould not probably 
at firſt know that thoſe Ideas were excited 

| in 
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1 
in us by any Thing without, ſince we have 
had as yet no Idea's of any other Sort; at 
lcaſt we ſhould not be certain what Ob- 
ject excites that Idea, as we ſhall afterwards, 
when we find the ſame Idea continually 
excited at the Preſence of the ſame Object, 
and that neceſlarily, and whether we will 
or no, and that not in ourſelves only, but 
in others alſo: And then when we are 
ſtocked with ſimple Idea's of Senſation, we 
can compound, enlarge, and compare theſe; 
and ſo are furniſhed with anew Set of Ideas 
from the Reflection on the Powers of our 
own Souls; and theſe afterwards we ſhall 
be able clearly to diſtinguiſh from the 
others. | 

The firſt Time we heard the Voice of a 
Man we ſhould not know from whom it 
came, except we ſaw him. We ſhould be- 
lieve indeed the Idea was excited in us by 
ſome external Object; but what particular 
Object we could not tell. But then, when 
we come to ſee the Man whoſe Voice we 
heard before, we connect thoſe two Idea's, 
the Voice and the Shape of the Man; and 
when one appears to the Mind, the other 


may alſo; ſo that there is no Need of my 


feeing the Man again, to know who it is 
whoſe Voice I hear. | 

So in the preſent Caſe, the firſt Time a 
Revelation is made us there can be no Con- 


nection in our Minds between the two Ideas 
C 2 of 
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of this particular , Impreſſion and that of 
God ; but when, by means of ſome exter- 
nal Sign, this Connection is made, I may 
be aſſured God ſpeaks to me, when I feel 
that ſame Impreſſion which I remember I 
felt when I ſaw that Sign. 

But whether this be ſo or no, matters not 
much. Tis ſufficient for our purpoſe that 
God can fome Way or other ſatisfy us that 
it is he makes known his Will to us: And 
this, I hopg has been ſufficiently ſhewn. 


e H A P. III. 


Of the internal Characters of a Revelation. 


ND thusI hope I have made out the firſt 
N Preliminary propoſition vi. that God 
can, if he pleaſes, make a Revelation of his will 


to us, that it does not imply a Contradicti- 


on in the Nature of the thing: But becauſe 
there are many Things not abſolutely impeſ- 
fable, that yet we have no Reaſon to expect, 
we ſhall be ſtop'd in our Inquiries after Re- 


_welation, except we can ſettle another Point, 


viz. . Whether it be reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
God ſhould make a Revelation of his Will 


to us. | 
Now, 


A K 
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Now, to determine this Point, we muſt 
recur to our Natural Notions of God, and 
conſider withal the State and Circumſtan- 
ces, the Needs and Neceſſities, of Mankind. 
God is a Being of perſect Knowledge, to 


whom all Things are naked and open. He 


is the moſt Wiſe and Holy Governour of 
the World; concern'd that his Creatures 
ſhould imitate his Holineſs'; and therefore 
concern'd to take the beſt Mcthods to in- 
cline and direct them to it: And perfectly 
Good; and therefore concern'd o promote 
the Happineſs of theſe whom he has made 
capable of it, in thoſe Ways that he ſees 
to be beſt. On the other hand, Man is a 
weak, indigent Creature, ſtanding in great 
Need of Divine Direction, to make his Way 


to Happineſs more clear. 


It muſt be own'd, God has, even with- 
out the Suppoſition of an extraordinary 
Revelation, done what is ſufficient to di- 
rect all Men in their Duty, ſo far as they 
may be accepted of him, and receive a Re- 
ward proportionable to their Services. And 
this ſhews, that there is not an abſolute 
Neceſlity of a Revelation ; and that clears 
at once both the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God, cven without a Revelation, ſince 
he has already done for all as much as, ' nay 
more than any could claim as their Due, 
Tis plain that we can reaſon out a great 
deal concerning the Nature of God and 

| | Man, 
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Man, and their ſeveral Relations to each 
other; and from thence the Duties Man 
owes to God: And allo the Relation we 


bear to, and the Dependance we have on 


one another; and thence the Duties we owe 
each other: And laſtly, what Management 
of ourſelves is neceſſary to the Performance 
of thoſe Duties. Tis plain alſo, that in the 
general Courſe of Things, the Practice of 
thoſe Duties tends to promote our Happi- 
neſs, even in this Life. So that there is, 
to one wlfp valucs his own Intereſt, ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon to perform them. And to 
all this we may add, that there are other 
Motives to the Performance of our Duty, 
which Natural Reaſon may make very 


probable at leaſt, if not abſolutely certain: 


Such as God's Readineſs to be reconciled 
to us upon Repentance ; his offcring us 
Aſliſtances in the Performance of our Duty 
and a Reward for it in another World. 
As to the firſt, we may argue for it from 
its Neceſlity to ſupport the Cauſe of Virtue 
in the preſent State of things, and Circum- 
ſtances of Mankind, For tho' Virtue be 
always moſt reaſonable, and tho' it has the 
molt probable Tendency to premote our 
Happineſs in this Life, and therefore ought 
to be choſen by a wiſe and prudent Man, 
yet conſidering the Difficulty of Repentance, 
the Violence of our propenſions to what is 
Evil, the Force which ſenſible Objects have 

: over 
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over us, by long Uſe, even from our In- 
fancy, before Reaſon comes in Play; and 
how much more cafily they ſtrike the Pa(- 
fions (thoſe Springs of Action) than mere 
rational Motives; and that none have at 
firſt the ſame quick Reliſh of virtuous as 
of ſenſual Pleaſure; and conſidering to what 
violent Temptations we are fometimes ex- 
poſed ; and what Difficulties, from ſenſual 
Pain, arc in the Way of our Dat * all thoſe 
Things conſidered, tis not to Be ſuppoſed 
we ſhould in all Caſes act virtuouſly, ex- 
cept we had fome Aſſurances of a Recon- 
ciliation to God, and of obtaining his Fa- 
your. 

But beſides, we may reaſon out ſome- 
thing of this from the Perfet7zons of God, 
compared with the State of Mankind. Con- 


ſidering the many Difficulties in which we 


are involved, (many of which are not ow- 
ing to ourſelves, but to thoſe Circumſtances 
in which we are placed by the Providence 
of God) it can't be ſuppoſed God would 
take the Advantage of us, and upon the 
firſt or the ſlighteſt Offence utterly reject 
the Work of his Hands. Further, God 


now bears with us long, ana beſtows many 


Favours on us; the plain Deſign of which 
is to bring us to Repentance 3 which End 
when it is anſwered, tis moſt probable he 


will ſhew us yet farther Favour, 


In 
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In like manner, as to Aſſiſtances, conſi- 
dering how many Difficulties we have to 
ſtruggle with, ſome of which do not ariſe 
from any Fault of ours; as our Natural In- 
clinations, Circumſtances in the World, &c; 
and, on the other Hand, how pleaſed a 
Being of ſuch Purity muſt be with our Com- 
bats in the' Cauſe of Virtue; and withal 
how caſy Acceſs he has to our Minds; tis 
moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe he would ſo im- 
print the Motives to Virtuc on our Minds, 
as, in ſome meaſure, to counter-ballance 
the Temptations of ſenſible Objects, &c. 

And laſtly, as to Rewards in another 
Life, we might argue the Suppoſition of 
ſuch to be moſt reaſonable, becauſe of their 
Neceſſity to ſupport the univerſal Practice 
of Virtue, as might be caſily ſhewn, if that 
would not carry us too far. 

This then muſt be laid down as a clear 
Principle, that Revelation is not abſolutely 
neceſſary to diſcover the main Duties God 
requires of us, or the principal Motives to 
the Performance of em. But then here 
lies the Caſe: There are ſome Things, which 
tho' not abſolutely neceſſary, are yet very 
convenient for us to know; as, in order to 
clear Dithculties of Natural Religion, to 
make further Diſplays of Perfections of 
God, to diſcover new Motives to Duty, or 
ſtrengthen the old ones: Such as the Ori- 
ginal State in which we wete made, and 
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how we came into the preſent, the parti- 
cular Method in which God will be re— 
conciled to us; the Nature and Degree of 
Rewards reſeryed for the Righteous in ano- 
ther World, Cc. and theſe Things we can't 
know by Reaſon, becauſe they depend on 
the Will of God; and though this Will of 
God be always directed by ſuihcient Reaſons, 
yet are the Reaſons often hid from us. And 
there is nothing difficult in this Suppoſiti- 
on, Viz. That God, at the ſame Time he 
has made ſuch Diſcoverics of his Will to 
all in the Frame and Conſtitution of Things, 
as, if they purſue and improve, he will ac- 
cept them to ſome Degrees of his Favour, 
ſhould yet, to encreale their Dependance 
on him, c. reſerve ſome Things, very 
convenient for em to know, to be made 
known to them only by himſelf, when 
and how he ſces beſt. 

But, to compleat this Argument, it will 
be neceſſary to ſhew what Defects of the 
Light off Nature Revelation might ſupply, 
and what additional Helps it might give 
Mankind; and therefore how very con- 
venicnt it was, there {ſhould be a Revelation. 
L.NO'W the Expediency of a Revela- 
tion will appear if we conſider, That as to 
the Notions of a God and a Providence, 
Revelation is of vaſt Uſe to clear and ſct- 


tle theſe. Indeed, the Being, Perfection, 
igt 9 and 


(18) 
and Providence of God arc demonſtrable 
on Principles of Reaſon; and they are to 
be laid down as the Foundations of Reve- 
lation; without ſome Belief of which it 
can't be received. We.can't prove the Per- 
fections and Providence of God from a Re- 
velation, which ſuppoſes the Belief of thoſe 
Principles already; But this may be done: 


We may have clear, juſt, and correct No- 


tions of theſe Things laid before us in a 


Revelation, which we may afterwards be 


able to ſce the Reaſonableneſs of; tho' per- 
haps we ſhould not have done it otherwiſe, 
or at leaſt not ſo eaſily, We may be at leaſt 
excited hereby to exerciſe our Reaſon upon 
thoſe Subjects, which otherwiſe we ſhould 


not ſo readily have done. Tis one Thing to 


find out a Propoſition one's ſelf, and another 


Thing, quite different from it, to ſee the 


Reaſonableneſs of it when laid before us 
by others, even tho' there were no Proof 
of it offered by them; eſpecially, when, 
at the ſame Time, you are directed to the 
proper Proof of it; which might be the 
Caſe with reſpect to a Revelation. Thus, 
tis one Thing to ſee the Proof of a Ma- 
thematical Propoſition when laid before us 
by others; a very different Thing to have 


found that Proof ones ſelf; and a much 


more different Thing yet to have hit on 
the Propoſition itſelf. Now, as to theſe 
__ -” Principles 
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Principles, nothing can be plainer than that 
they are the Support of all Morality: And 
yet they might eaſily be corrupted, by 
Mens Willingneſs to frame a Notion of a 
God like Themſelves, an Encourager of 
their Practiſes, e&#c. And therefore Reve- 
lation, in ſuch Caſes, would be very uſeſul 
to clear and correct them. Behdes the 
Unity of God, as tis much more difficult 
to be proved than his Perfections, lo it 
will admit of a Proof from a Revelation. 
For when there is One Being ſuppoſed, 
er- that can neither deceive nor be deceived, 
ſe, any Thing may be fately received on his 
at Teſtimony: And as to Providence, though 
n W ſome Notion of the Thing mult be nece- 
d flarily ſuppoſed previous to Revelation, yet 
to we might reccive great Light into the Man- 
er ner of it from Revelation, and partly by 
* Hiſtorical Illuſtrations. | | 
us 2. Revelation is of great Uſe to Men, 
of in giving them clearer, and fuller Notions 
n, of their Duty, than what they would pro- 
e bably have had without it. is very dit— 
* ficult for careleſs Perſons, unuſcd to Rea- 
„ ſoning, eſpecially habituared to their Luſts, 
- W (which blind and warp their Underſtand- 
is ing) to trace out all the Duties they owe 
e to God from clear Principles. "I would 
h W be very difficult to bring worldly and ſen- 
n ſual Perſons to ſuch a Work as this. They 
0 D 2 would 
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| would be prejudiced in favour of their Luſts, 
and would not attend to any cloſe Rea- 
foning that ſhould ſhew the Abſurdity of 
their Practices. They would cafily, when 
thcir Religion was to be work'd out of 
I! their own Heads, throw falſe Colours on 
| their Vices, and make them appear as In- 
i nocent, if not as Virtues: And thus not 
1 only deceive others, but perhaps themſelves 
alſo. Indeed there are ſome of the great 
1 Social Duties which Men can't caſily loſe 
$ i] the Sight of. The Propenſities of their 
1 Nature, the apparent Neceſlity of theſe Vir- 
tues to Society, &. ditect Men to the 
Knowledge and Practice of them. But 
then 'tis caſy even here to miſtake Conveni- 
ence for Duty, and ro obſerve theſe only 
as prudential Rules, and not as Laws: For 
tis more difficult to trace em to their firſt 
Principles, and. to ſhew their Foundation 
in the Authority of God. Beſides, there 
are other Duties more remote from the firſt 
Principles of Society, and more difficult to 
be proved; s, thoſc that relate to ourſelves, 
exact Purity, & c. -But now Revelation 
preſently makes all this eaſy and clear. Here 
is an entire Scheme of Moral Duty, pure 
and uncorrupt, propoſed to Men. Here 
is nothing ſtrained too high, or ſink too 
low. Here every Thing is ſettled and fixed, 


and nothing left to the Humours and Ca- 
ä prices 
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prices of Men. Every Thing is here ſet 
on its true Foot, vis. the Authority of 
God; and this made out, not by a lang 
Train of Reaſoning, but by ſome viſible 
Signs, that plainly ſhewed what whe taught 
came from him. 

3. Revelation is of great Ule to rength- 


en the natural Motives to our Duty: For, 


as to God's Readinels to forgive Sins upon 
Repentance, how far he would forgive, 
whether all Sins, and preſently, we can't 
tell, becauſe we don't know the Ends of 
Government that may be neceſlary to be 
anſwered by Puniſhment. As to Divine 
Aſſiſtances, what leſſens much our Cer- 
tainty of that from the Light of Nature is, 
That the moſt conſiderable Difficulties we 
labour under are of our own making, vig. 
from thoſe Habits we have wilfully con- 
tracted. And as to future Rewards, we. 
know our Services are but mean, and we 
are the loweſt of all Rational Beings; ſo 
that we have not Reaſon to raiſe our Ex- 
pectations very high. The moſt of what 
we can certainly diſcover, by Reaſon, of 
the Rewards of Virtuc in another Life, is 
of the natural happy Conſequences of it: 
But as, conſidering the Imperfection of our 
Virtue, theſe will make a very imperfect 
Happineſs, ſo how even this may be in- 
terrupted, at leaſt for ſome Time, by ſome 
Marks 
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Marks of God's Diſpleaſure for our Sins, 
we can't poſitively ſay. a 
And now, upon the whole, it appears, 


that Revelation * was the moſt proper Way 
of 


* As Revelation is th: moſt fit and proper way. for the in- 
Struting of Mankind, ſo it ſeems indeed reaſonable that it 
ſhould 2 given to all Mankind; for on the ſame account that 
A is r:aſonable to ſuppoſe it ſhould be made to one or two 
Nations, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe it ſbauld be made to all; 
the Expedience of a Revclation not ariſing from the particular 
Crreumſtances of a particular People, but the General Cond:ticn 
of Mankind: But then it muſt be conſidered, that as for tbe 
times when this Revelation ſhould be made, this is not 4 Con- 
frderation of Fuſtice (ſince God has already given all ſuch helps 
as that, if they will improve tbem, they may be accepted with him, 
and by making allowance for the different Circumſtances in which 
Be has plated Men, be may d-a! Equally enough with all) but of 
IWiſdom. | Now this admits of a Great Latitude, and we are 
often unfit. quoſges in this Caſe, for want of a Compleat view of 
all the Reaſons on which a Being acts. In the beginning of the 
world God let alis a ſenſe of bimſelſ, and declared his will, on 
particuier qa, by immediate Revelations to particular 
Perſons : Inn, aſter the Flood, the world, was generally 
Corrupt; and had departed from the worfhip and ſervice of 
God, be talled a particular well diſpoſed Perſon, viz. 
Abraham, and ſeparated bim to himſelf and promiſed 
him the poſſeſſi'n of a particular Country. This Perſon 
ſeon grew into 4 Family, and this Family into a Nation, 
. @mongſt whom God d:fign?d to preſerve bis true Mor- 
ſhip: A boy of Laws was given em, ſuited to their par- 
ticular Genius and Circumſtantes ; which were not de- 
figned to oblige the reſt of the Werld, But the deliver- 
ances wreught out for this Pecple, when they were Obedient 
to the will of God, and their Captivities into forreign 
Countries,' when diſobedient, ſerved to ſpread the knowledge 
of the true God in the World : And this was further promoted 
when, in the latter End of the Jewiſh State, at the order of 
Ptolemy King of Egypt, the Old Teſtament was trauſlated into 
Greek. In theſe Books there were clear Prediftions of anatber 
amore full, and General Revelation, God would mate by a 
particular 
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of inſtructing Mankind in ſeveral Things 
very uſeful for them to know. But, 
as it was not abſolutely neceſſary, ſo God 
might make it when and how he law fit. 
And, as the Corruptions of Mankind were 
what chiefly rendred a Revelation needtul, 
ſo the Time when this Revelation ſhould 
be made would probably be, when the 
Neceſlities of Mankind did moſt call for 
it. This was always the % Way of in- 
ſtructing Mankind in many Things very 
| _ uſeful 


particular Perſon, who was therein CharaZerized and de- 
ſcribed; the time and other Circumſtances of bis coming 
particularly markt out: At laſt this Perſon came when 
theſe deſcriptions had raiſed an Expectation of him, not 
only among the Jens, but over all the Faſt; when Phi- 
Ioſophy had, in ſome meaſure, Croilizzd Mankind, and ſcat- 
tered good Netions of Natural Religion in the World ;/ and 
yet had, on trial proved ine ffectual for the perfect Reforma- 
tion of Mankind; and therefore had made the moſt con- 
fiderate, Perſons defirous that ſome other method might be 
tried, now that the progreſs of tha Roman Empire bad made 
Travelling from one Country to another more eaſy, by unit- 
ing the Languages of different Nations &c. and had ſpread 
Knowledge and Civility in the World. . The Revelation 
this Perſon brought was fitted, and d:figned for all 
Mankind; but it was not neceſſary it ſhould at firſt be made 
knows | to all, any more then that it ſhould bave been 
made in the beginning of the World: But *tis plain, from 
the Books which contain this Revelation, tbat it will at 
laſt be mad: to all Mankind. | And tbere is 10 
doubt, but that when tis made to thoſe Nations,. that. now 
have it not, we ſhall ſee the ſame wiſdom, in the Choice 
of the time, for making it to em, as we now do in that 
or other Nations; particularly thoſe included in tbe Roman 
Empire, to whom chiefly it was made at firſt, But at 
preſent for want of knowing the Circumſtances, in which 
thoſe Nations will be at that time, we are no fit Judges 
in '4 his Caſe . l 
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uſeful for them to know; but as it was 


not abſolutely neceſſary, ſo it was - it 
ſhould be deferred till fuch Time as Men 
were prepared to receive it. 

There remains now only one Enquiry 
more, vig, Whether this Revelation ſhould 
be particularly made to every Perſon whom 


it concerned, or whether the miraculous 


Evidences of ir ſhould be renewed in every 
Age, from the Time it was made; or elſe 
whether there ſhould be a ſtanding Revye- 


lation, with ſtanding Evidence. Now if 


the Two former Ways appear unreaſonable, 
the latter muſt be pitched on: And that 
they are ſo will appcar, if we conſider. 
(1.) That a ſtanding Revelation is ſuf- 
_ ficient to anſwer all the Ends of a Reve- 
lation: For it might be ſuthciently proved 
by the Nature of the Doctrine, and the 
Miracles wrought to confirm it, to come 
from God; and theſe Facts might be de- 
livered down with ſufficient Certainty to 
Poſterity ; as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter. And 
then it might contain all thoſe Doctrines 
that were fit to be believed, and all thoſe 
Duties that were neceſſary to be done, by 
Men, in all Ages: And the full Diſcovery 
of Divine Truth would be a ſufficient De- 
tection of all Errours of Conſequence that 
could poſſibly ariſe in any Age. Now, if 
a ſianding 
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2 ſtanding Revelation be ſuthcient, then 
it will follow. 

(2.) That tis unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
there ſhould be repeated Revelations in 
every Age: For this would be to do at many 
Times what might as well be done at 
once; and ſo would be to do what is need- 
leſs, and anſwers no valuable End at all. 

(3.) The other Way of a ſtanding Reve- 
lation is more agrecable to the Method 
of God's Government both in the Natural 
and Moral World, God governs both ac- 
cording to ſtated Rules, * which he 
docs not depart but on * necellary 
Reaſons. 

(4) Miracles would loſe 3 Force by 
their Commonnets: The main (it not only) 
Difference between a Miraculous and a” 
Natural Work,” and that which makes the 
one more attended to than the other, being 
its Unuſualneſs. | 

(5.) Laſtly, If every one was to have a 
particular Revelation made to himſelf, or 
to ſee with his own Eyes the Evidence 
of a Revelation made to another, Faith 
would in a great meaſure loſe it Virtue 
for that 'is wholly derived fram that good 
Temper of Mind, which diſpoſes a Man 
to reccive Truth; but where the Evidence 
is ſo ſtrong, there would be but little Dit- 
covery of ſuch a Temper. 

The 
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The moſt conſiderable Difficulty in this 
Matter is this, (which I ſhall fairly propoſe 
in its full Strength, and endeavour to re— 
turn a clear Anſwer to) viz. Whether 
the Proof of a Revelation, made at the Di- 
ſtance of many Ages from us, be not at 
leaſt as difficult as the Proof of Morality 
from Principles of Reaſon; And therefore, 


whether, in that reſpect, Revelation be of 


any Uſe or Convenience at all? 

Anſw. Tho' it ſhould be proved as diſ— 
ficult to cſtabliſh Revelation, as to make 
out all the Principles of Morality by Rea— 
ſon, yet would there be great Advantage to 
Mankind, from the Propoſal of a pure 
compleat Scheme of Morality, eſtabliſned 
on the Authority of God. For thoſe who 
lived in that Age would have the Advantage 
of ſceing before their Eyes exident Proofs 
of ſuch a Revclation, which made Morality 
fo clear, and ſo would have Manifeſt Ad- 
vantages beyond what they had before: 
And as to thoſe that come after, tho' the 
Proof of Revelation be more intricate, yet 
here is a, pure and compleat Scheme of 
Morality handed down to em, which per- 
haps they otherwiſe would never have had; 
and they may receive alſo, from Speculative 

Men, Proots of the Reaſonableneſs of it, 
and its Confirmation by Miracles. How- 
ver, the bare Propoſal of it is of Advantage 

ro 
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to all, if for nothing elſe, yet as it may 
lead em to the Practice of the moſt uſeful 
Virtues, tho' their Practice be not eſtabliſhed 
on the moſt rational Principles. But tis of 
ſpecial Advantage to thoſe, that will look 
into the Proof of it: Which All may. 

And ſo much for Proof of the Preli- 
minary Propoſitions, vg. That God can 
make a Revelation of his Will: Tis moſt 
reaſohable to expect he ſhould; and that 
this ſhould be a fanding one. And if this 
be ſo, then we ought to examine imparti- 
ally any Thing that bears the Characters 
of Revelation from God: We ſhould wiſh 
for ſuch a Revelation, and ſo be diſpoſed 
to examine all Evidence for it; and when 
any Thing appcars with all the true Marks 
of a Revelation, we ſhould thankfully re- 
ccive it. And when a Man is brought to 
this Temper of Mind, he is fit to receive 
the Evidences for a Revelation: Which 
I ſhall propoſe in the next Chapter, 


LF 


= 
= — — — 222 - 


Concerning the direct proof of Chriſtiamty, 


Avins finiſh'd the Preliminary Pro- 
poſitions, I come now to the ſecond 
Part of my Deſign, vg. the direct Proof of 


_ Chriſtianity. And the Method I have chalked 


out for myſelf is this: 
1. To conſider what the Characters are 


of that Revelation one might expect from 
God. \ 
2. By what external Evidence one might 


expect it ſhould be ſupported. 
3. How one ſhould expect it ſhould be 


deliver d down to future Generations; and 


in what Caſes thoſe of diſtant Times and 
Places may be rationally ſatisfied, that the 


Revelation is convey'd pure and uncorrupt 


to them. 
4. To ſhew on what Foundation the firſt 


Preachers of the Goſpel, Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles, have placed the Goſpel. That 
they havc placed jt on a right Foot. 7. e. 
on its anſwering all thoſe Characters of a 


Revelation which any renſonable Man, who 
has 
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has juſt Notions of God and Natural Reli · 
gion, would expect. And, 

5. That in Fact the Goſpel does anſwer 
all thoſe Character s. | x 

And now, if all theſe Points are made 
out, I hope Chriſtianity is fully proved. For 
let us conſider the Thing a little. We are 
already ſatisfied in the Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion: We ſee that God can make 
a further Revelation of his Will to us: And 
that tis probable he would. Well, but if 
he did, ſurely he muſt give us ſufficient Evi- 
denre of it. Let us then conſider what Evi- 
denc we might reaſonably expect: And if 


he has given us all that, what can we de- 


fire more? | 
It remains then only that we examine 
each of theſe Points; and we will begin 
with the Firſt, what are the Characters of 
that Revelation one might expect from 
God; meaning here his ſtanding, general, 
Revelation to Mankind? Now, in the ge- 
neral, the Anſwer is plain, that it muſt 
contain nothing contrary to the Principles 
of Natural Religion, becauſe all Revealed 
Religion is founded on Natural, and ſigni- 
fies nothing except that be preſuppoſed. 
But then, by the Principles of Natural 
Religion, we are not to underſtand our 
mere Conjectures and Opinions on theſe 
Subjects; (for 7heſe Revelation may very 
well 


9 
| 
| 
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well be allow'd to correct) but the certain 
Concluſions of Reaſon: That it ſhould 
teach us nothing that is contrary to any 
ſelf-evident or demonſtrable Principles; for 
we can never be obliged to believe Things 
contrary to what we ice them, tho' it is 
very reaſonable to ſuppoſe it ſhould teach 
us ſomething, we could not have diſcover'd 
by the Uſe of our Natural Faculties; and 
tho” it may teach us the Exiſtence of ſome 
Things, the Manner of which it does not 


reveal, and therefore does not require the 


Belief of; and ſome Things contrary to 
Reaſons leſs probable than thoſe, which are 
given for the Proof of the Revelation; and 
and tho it may expreſs ſome Things, foreign 
to the Deſign of the Revelation, in a 
vulgar and popular, rather than phileſo- 
phical manner: That it ſhould not con- 
tradict any former Revelation, equally well- 
atteſted; for then we have juſt as much 
Reaſon to rejcct it, as we can have to re- 
ceive it: For, if we receive it, we muſt 
reject another Revelation, which is juſt as 
well-atteſted as that; and therefore might, 
for the ſame Reaſon, reje& that, or any 
former Revelation to which this appeals, 
and on which it is founded. In ſhort, it 
muſt be worthy of the wiſe and holy Go- 
vernour of the World: Otherwiſe we may 


be ſure it never came from him; and 


therefore 
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therefore it muſt tend to encourage Virtue, 
and promote the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind, and the Order of Societies, and 
anſwer thoſe great Ends for which one 
might expect a Revelation from God. 
No Miracles whatever can prove that to by 
come from God which our Reaſon ſhews . | 
us to be unworthy of him: For the utmoſt 4 
which Miracles prove is only, that there 
is an Interpoſition of ſome Beings, ſupe- 
riour to us in Power, for the Proof of , 
ſuch a Doctrine. Whether theſe Superi- a 
our Beings be Good or Bad can generally 
be determined only by the Nature of the 
Doctrine. Tis not abſolutely certain to 
us, at this Diſtance of Time, that the Mio 
racles were wrought at all, but it is even 
mathematically certain, that they were not | 
wrought by God, or by any under his Di- | 
rection, for the Proof of a Doctrine un- 1 
worthy of God. | 
If it be ſaid here, that we are no Judges 
of what is, or is not worthy of God, that 
is in Effect to ſay, that we are not capa» 
ble of judging of the Evidences for à Re- 
velation; and that therefore we are not 
fir to receive one. Tis indeed intirely to 
caſhire the Uſe of Reaſon; and then I am 
ſure we arc not fit to judge of a Revelati- 
on or any thing elſe. Tis to ſuppoſe there 
is no ſuch Thing as Natural Religion; and 
then 
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then Revelation (which is built ou it) muft 
fall of Courſe. 

There is but one Thing, that I fee, that 
can be fartherpleaded for the Way of proving 
a Revelation only by Miracles, without 
firſt conſidering the Nature of the Doctrine, 


and that is, That there are ſome Miracles, 


which, either for their Nature or their 
Number, could not be wrought by any 
but by a Divine Power, either mediately 
or immediately exerted, i. e. either by God 
himſelf, or ſome other Being under his Di- 
rection. But Iask, Can any Miracles prove 
that Doctrine to be true, which is manifeſt- 
ly falſe? Can I, at the ſame Time, fee a 
Thing to be both true and falſe? Bur is it 
not more certain that this Doctrine, which 
is unworthy of God, did not come from 
him, than that theſe Miracles were wrought 


at all? or, if they were, that they were 


wrought by God? That this Doctrine did 


not come from God, i. e. from a Being of 


perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs, here is ſtrict, 
rigid, and mathematical Demonſtration. That 
theſe: Miracles were wrought, thoſe wha 


live in After-Ages can have only the high- 


eſt Degree of Probability: Then, that theſe 
Miracles could be perform'd by God only, 
or that they diſcover the Interpoſition of 
God himſelf, here is not ſtrict Demonſtra- 


tion for that neither. As to the Number 


and 
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and Greatneſs of em, we don't know the 
Powers of Beings above us; and therefore 
can never certainly determine, merely by 
the Works themſelves, whethet they were 
done by a Power Inferiour to God's, or 
even. by Evil Spirits, If they have the na- 
tural Power of doing theſe Things, God 
may, for wiſe Reaſons, permit em to exert 
it, ſince the Nature of the Doctrine is 
enough to detect the Cheat. 

If it be ſaid, that there are ſome Mira- 
cles, as particularly the Reſurrection, which 
ſhew plainly God's immediate Intcrpoſition : 
Granting that, all that would follow would 
be, that the Suppoſition is abſurd. Not 
that a falſe Doctrine can be truc, or can 
be any way proved true; but that ſuch an 
abſurd Doctrine was never atteſted by ſuch 
a Miracle, But beſides, let it be ſo; let 
the Raiſing @ Dead Body certainly prove 
God's immediate Interpolition, how do I 
know the Body was raiſed? I ſhould ra- 
ther believe the Devil had deluded my 
Senſes, to make me believe a Doctrine that 
ſupported his Intereſt, than that God had 
wrought a Miracle, to convince me of a 
Falſhood. 

But let us trace this Matter a little far- 
ther, What is this Thing which we call 
a Revelation? Is it not A Set of Truths 


made "Rows fo us * God? And what is 
God. 
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God but a Being poſſeſſed of ſuch and ſuch 
Excellencies? And can we have a Notion of 
| theſe Excellencies, without ſome previous 
Notions of what is Worthy and Excellent} 
Can we have a Notion of a Being that always 
acts what is fit and reaſonable, without a 

4 previous Notion of Fitneſs and Propricty 

| in Actions? Can we conceive ofa juſt and 


( 
| good being, without fiirſt conceiving of 
| | Juſtice and Goodneſs? Are we not then fit to 
| judge when a Doctrine recommends Juſtice, | 
Goodnefs, ec. and when the contrary? n 
| And, therefore, when tis worthy of a juſt f 
: | and good Being, and when not? Can't we! 
| judge whether the Repreſentations made Mt 
us of God, in a pretended Revelation, be Wu 
agreeable to our natural Notions of God, {Wc 
or not? Can we admit of any Revelation g 
which overturns our natural Notions of Wa 
God, when the Evidence, on which a re. te 
vealed Doctrine depends, is wholly taken Ip. 
from our natural Notions of God, and Vn 
when therefore there is juſt as much Rea- fe 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that the Doctrine is not re- tl 
vealed by God, as that, if it were reycal- Ne 


cd by God, it were true ? p! 
| | tc 
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U it will be Convenient to ſhow a 
little more particulerly, what inter- 
nal Evidence one might reaſonably Expect 
for a Revelation. 
I. It might be reaſonably expected 
that a Revelation from God ſhould give 
vos juſt and true, yet caſy and popular, Ac- 
counts of. God, becauſe on this all Reli- 
gion, and even Morality itſelf, is founded; 
and by ſuch Accounts Men might be led 
to ſee the Reaſonableneſs of thoſe Princi- 
ples, which otherwiſe perhaps they would 
never have done. The Miracles wrought 
for the Doctrine might rouſe and excite 
their Attention, and thoſe who wrought 
em might direct Men to the plain Princi— 
ples of Reaſon, on which theſe Truths are 
founded; and by this Means the Errours 
of Mankind might be corrected: But to 
anſwer this End tis neceſſary the Accounts 
of God be eaſy and familiar, as well as juſt 


and true; rather popular and figurative in 
1 | {ome 
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ſome Parts, deſcribing him by Compariſons 
drawn from the Powers and Actions of 
Men, than nice, abſtract, and metaphy ſical; 
tho' at the ſame Time Care ſhould be taken 
to prevent Miſinterpretationsof ſuchPaſſages, 

2. It might be reatonably expected, that 
Revelation ſhould decide the Controverſies 
about any Points of Natural Relivion, and 
clear up any conſiderable Difficulties; ſuch 
as about the Unity of God, the Extent of 
Providence, the Original State of Mankind, 
and how they came into the preſent. 

3. That it ſhould reveal ſome of the 
great Deſigns of God relating to Mankind, 
and the Methods of his Government of 
em, which could not be known but by 
Revelation from himſelf, ſuch as the Me— 
thod in which he would be reconciled to 
em, and the Nature of the Recompences 
of a future State. 

4. That it ſhould give a clear and full 
Account of our Duty in all its Branches; that 
it ſhould recommend whatever is excellent 
and praiſe-worthy; that it ſhould clear 
any Difficulties in Morality, and preſs theſe 
Duties eſpecially which had been before 
neglected, and taken little or no Notice 
of; and laſtly, that it ſhould: cſtabliſh Mo- 
rality on the firmeſt and moſt ſolid! Baſis. 

5. That it ſhould-ſtrengthen the natural 
Motives to Duty, viz, God's Reconcilea- 

blenels 
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bleneſs to us, Divine Aſſiſtances, and Re- 
wards in a Future Life. 

6. That the whole Scheme of its Doct- 
rines ſhould not be ſpeculative, (ſince the 
Bulk of Mankind are not made for Specu- 
lation) but practical, tending to promote 
Holineſs, on which the Happineſs of Men, 
both ſingle and in Societies, does depend: 
And that the particular Doctrines of it 
ſhould be ſo many Arguments to an holy 
Life, or elſe tend to remove ſome Difhcul- 
ties in the Way of it. 

5. That ſince Men are expoſed to ſo 
many Calamities, - which they can't help, 

and which their Reaſon generally proves ſo 
poor a Support under it Mou 4 reveal thoſe 
Principles, which can never fail of being an 
effectual Conſolation, under all the Troubles 
of Life, and Fears of Death. | 

Now then let us fee what Uſe is to be 
made of theſe Principles laid down, and 
how far we are, by means of 'em got in 
the Proof of ai Revelation. I will not ſay 
that there could not be even a ſtanding Re- 
velation of God, without every one of 
theſe Characters, juſt as they have been 
deſcrib'd; but, where they do: all meer, 
that tis plain muſt be fit to a * 
from Gd. 

How far ſuch a Doctrine is to receiv'd; 
even without external Evidence of its com- 


ing 
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ing from God, will admit of ſome Diſpute. 
'Tis plain that the Principles of Morality, and 
Natural Religion, which ſuch a Doctrine con- 
tains, ought to be receivd on account of their 
own proper Evidence; but the Qucſtion 
is, whether a Doctrine, merely on account 
of ſuch intrinſick Evidence, ſhould be re- 
cciv'd as Divine? A Cale or two may be 
put, which may make it doubttul whether 
it ought not: As, Suppoſe ſome Perſons 
ſhould come with a Pretence or a Revela- 
tion from God, and ſhould diſcover no 
Worldly Deſign at all, but forego all their 
Worldly Intereſt, to eſtabliſh a Doctrine, 
the whole Deſign of which is to promote 
Holineſs? In this Caſe, even without any 
external Evidence, it ſhould. ſeem probable 

they were commiſſioned by God. Again; 
Suppoſe a Company of poor illiterate Men 
ſhould deliver a Syſtem, of Morality, the 
moſt perfect and compleat that ever was, 
excceding tliat of all the Philoſophers, and 
deliver a Doctrine which ſhould, in all its 
Parts tend, in the moſt admirable manner, 
to promote the greateſt End God could be 
ſuppoſed to intend in a Revelation, vig. 
Holineſs? In this Caſe one might have pro- 
bable Reaſons to believe em when they 
pretended to be inſpired. But if the Doctrine 
contain'd ſome ſupernatural Truths, one 


wou moſt realonably expect ſupernatural 
Evidence - 
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Evidence for it; i. e. That ſome Works 
ſhould be performed, . to atteſt the Divini- 
ty of it, which appearcd to be done either 
mediately or immediately by God. Which 
brings me therefore to the 24 Thing pro- 
poſed, viz. To conſider what external Evi- 
dence one would expect for a Revelation. 


EEC K 
QOH F. VI 
Of the External Evidence of a Revelation 


HE External Evidence for Revelati- 

on is either Miracles or Prophecies. 
To begin with the firſt. ENS 
And here we muſt remember what theſe 
Miracles are to do, vig. to prove that 
Doctrine already ſhewn to be worthy of 
God, did actually come from him, by 
ſhewing God's Approbation of that Perſon 
who pretends to a Revelation: And that 
muſt be by God's, either mediately or im- 
mediately, performing ſome Work, at his 
Requeſt, to atteſt the Divinity of his Doct- 
rine, which is out of the common Way, 
and not according to the ſtated Rules of 
his Government of the World. 
1. Then 


(40) 


t. Then a Miracle, atteſting a Revelati- 
on, muſt not be a natural Work, z. e. an 
Effect of God's ordinary and common Pro- 
vidence; for that can never prove any ſuch 
extraordinary Intcrpolition of his in behalf 
of a particula l erſon. Thus, the Raiſing 


of the Dead to Life is certainly not ſuch 


a natural E ect. 

2. It muſt not be an Effect of Human 
Art. It is not enough here that we can't 
account for the Things, or ſee how it can 
be pertorm'd; for, notwithſtanding that, a 
better Philoſopher, Mathematician, or Me- 
chanick, may caſily enough. A Miracle 
does nothing, if it docs not ſhew God's 
Approbation of the Doctrine; but that it 
does not, if it can be perform'd by Human 
Art. Now, my not ſecing how it can be 
perform'd by Art, is' no Evidence at all 
that it cannot. What Fought to ſec here 
is, that it cannot. be perform'd by Human 
Art: And this may be caſily done in ma- 
ny Caſes; as for Example; If a Man ſhould, 
by a Ward's ſpeaking, even at a Diſtance, 


cure the moſt inveterate Chronical Diftem- | 


pers; this we know is above the Art of 
Man: For tho' we don't know all the 
Means that may be uſcd to cure Diſtempers, 
nor all the Power of thoſe Means, yet we 


may know that they can't be cured with- 


out any Means at all. We may know that 
| L | they 
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they are not the Effect of any viſible Means, 
when there are no viſible Means; we may 
know, that whatever Power a Man may 
have, he can't act where he is not. So we 
may know, that a Man, who can't tell how 
the Parts of an Human Body were put toge- 
ther at firſt, can never re-form it when tis 
diſſoly'd ; however, not by a Word's ſpeak- 
ing, which is no means by which ſuch an 
Effect can be wrought. 

3. It muſt appcar not to be wrought by 
Evil Spirits. Now, ſince we don't know the 
Powers of thoſe Beings, ſo much cxcceding 
ours, we can in very few, if any, Caſes de- 
termine when a Work is above their natural 
Powers. And cven upon the Suppoſition 
that theſe did not exceed ours, yet merely 
their being inviſiblewould make 'cm able to 
perform fome Works, which we ſhould call 
lome of the greateſt Miracles. 

Andas we don't know but they may have 
the naturalPower of performing ſuch Works, 
ſo we don't know that they are in all Caſes 
lain under abſolute Reſtraints by God from 
exerting it; but this we know, that Evil 
Spirits would never exerciſe their Power for 
the advancing a Doctrine, the whole Deſign 
of which was to promote Holineſs: And 
that tho they are not lain under ſuch abſolute 
Reſtraints, yet that they arc reſtrain d from 


performing very many and great Works, 
| G | aud 
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and ſuperiour to all wrought on the other 
ſide, in order to atteſt a Doctrine bearing 
all the Characters of a Divine Revelation; 
for then Men would be left by God under an 
abſolute Neceſlity of being deceiv'd; evenin 
a Matter of the greateſt Conſcquence; 
which is the ſame Thing as if God had de- 
cciv'd em himſelf, and God would have pre- 
cluded himſelf from all Power of making 


any ſtanding Revelation to his Creatures, con- 


firm'd by ſtanding Evidence; which yet, I 
hayc ſhewn, is reaſonable to ſuppoſe he 
ſhould make. 


. eee 9. W 3 
CHAP. VI. 


The Evidence of Pro Pbecies. 


ND thus I have conſidered what Evi- 
dence Miracles bring to a Revelation, 

I am next to conſider the Evidence of Pro- 
phecy, or Predictions of the Perſon himſelf 
who pretends to a Revelation of ſome future 
Contingencies. Now, beſides the Evidence 
this may bring to a Revelation in the ſame 
Way as Miracles have been explain d to do 
betore, it carries ſome additional Evidence, 
| as 


a 4: if 65 amt. — r rr ee reren 


1 a> r «ai —_— «a 


(43) 

as it ſeems to diſcover a more immediate In- 
terpoſition of divine Providence in behalf of 
a Perſon : As thus — Tho' it ſhould be ſup- 
pos'd that Evil Spirits, by their natural Saga- 
city, might be able to predict how Men 
would act, if left to themſelves, yet, as they 
are not the Governours of the World, but 
under the Power of the Supreme Being, ſo 
they can never tell when, and how God will 
interpoſe, and direct Things otherwiſe than 
they would happen if Men only were con- 
cern d in bringing em to paſs: And there- 
fore they muſt be often out in their Predi- 
ctions, and could never be ſure, in thoſe 
Caſes, where tis plain God did extraordi- 
narly interpoſe, and where Things did not 
happen as ſagacious Spirits would conjecture, 
from the Diſpoſitions of Men, and the Cir- 
cumſtances they were in, but quite the con- 
trary. Now, when ſuch Events, about 
which there was a plain Interpoſure of Pro- 
vidence to bring em to pals, are predicted, 
and do accordingly come to paſs, exactly, in 
all the minuteſt Circumſtances, as foretold, 
this ſhews the Prediction came from the ſame 
Being that interpoſed to bring about the 
Event: And thus the Prophecy and the 
Providence do lend mutual Light to each 
other. RO 
This is enough to cſtabliſh a Revelation, 
where there is no former Revelation that has 
& 8 pre- 
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predicted a certain Perſon to come with ſuch 
a Revelation as this, and particularly deſcri- 
bed him ; but where there is, he muſt anſwer 
the Characters therein given; otherwiſe his 
Pretence to a Revelation is ſpoilt, and the 
proper Proof that he is that particular Perſon 
ptomiſed is, that he agr ces to the Characters 
there given of him. 

It does not neceſſarily follow, from his 
anſwering the Characters there given of him, 
that he is that Perſon ; but only, when a 
Perſon, fo and ſo qualified, bringing a Do- 
ctrine worthy of God, working Miracles, &c. 
anſwers thoſe Characters, he muſt be the 
Man. Any one's not anſwering the Chara- 
ers will certainly prove him not the Perſon 
promiſed ; but his anſwering em of itſelf 
won't certainly prove that he is. A Man 
mult be prov'd to come from God in the Way 
above deſcribed, before he is proved to come 
from him on a particular Errand. Indeed, 
it may afford a probable Preſumption, when 
a Perſon hits on many, eſpecially on all of 
theſe Characters, and ſhould put us on more 
ditigent Inquirics into his Doctrine, and the 
Proofs : But ſtill, if his Doctrine, on Exami— 
nation be found unworthy of God, he can't 
be ſent of God at all, and therefore not on 
this particular Errand. And if he be ſent of 
him, tis reaſonable to expect God would give 


him the Atteſtation of Miracles. If there be 


any 
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any Thing more in this Argument of Agree- 
ment with ancient Predictions, tis this 2 
That it ſuppoſes Miracles wrought in a Per- 
ſon's behalf; and then it falls in with a for- 
mer Head. 

There remains only one Thing to make 
the Evidence for a Revelation compleat; and 
that is the Proof of the Facts, eſpecially to 
thoſe who live at ſome Diſtance from the 
Time and Place when, and where they are 
ſaid to be done. Now here tis plain we 
mult be ſatisfied with moral Evidence. Tis 
enough if there be no juſt Reaſon to doubt of 
the Truth of the Facts, tho they may poſſibly 
be falſe. On ſuch Evidence as this, all the 
great Affairs of the World are carried on. 
And if we are, with good Reaſon, ſatisfied 
with it in other Caſes, we ought to be in 
thoſe- where Religion is concern'd. We 
ought to be ſatisfied with the ſame Proofs of 
the Ability and Integrity of the Witneſſes to 
the Facts, with which we are roaſonably in all 
other like Caſes. And the ſame may be ſaid 
for the Tradition of the Facts to future Gene- 
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On what Foot Chriſt &c. put Chriſtianity. 


Come now to ſhew on what Foot Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles have put the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity. 

1. On the Nature of the Doctrine: That 
'tis worthy of God ; that it tends to promote 
Holineſs, and overthrow the Devil's King- 
dom; and that diſcovers no worldly Deſign 
in the Preacher of it, ſee Fob. v. 41. and vii. 
1 8. and viii. 49, 50. But the moſt remarkable 
Paſſage of all tothis Purpoſe, is inthe 1 2th of 
Mat. where when our Saviour was accuſed 
of caſting out Devils by Be/zebub, the Prince 
of the Devils; he does not anſwer that ſuch 
Miraculous Works were above the Power of 
the Devil, nay; he rather ſeems to allow, that 
they were not, as Mr. Bayly, judiciouſly ob- 
ſerves; but he argues that the Devil would 
not perform em, to the Deſtruction of his 
own Kingdom : Now the whole Force of 
that Argument does not lie here (as one 
would be apt at firſt to imagine) vg. that 


the Devils being all Contederates, one De- 
vil 
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Devil would 'not caſt out another, becauſe 
that would be warting againſt himſelf ; for 
that might be ſuppoſed to be done by Agree- 
ment, where the common Intereſt was pro- 
moted by it; but here lies the maine Force 
of the Argument, the Devil would never 
help me to promote a Doctrine, whoſe whole 
Tendency is to deſtroy Idolatry, and all o- 
ther his Works. | 

2. On Miracles, ſee to that purpole, Math. 
xi, from the 2 to 6. Mat. xii. 31. John x. 
25, 38, 39. Fohn xv. 24. John xx. 30. 
31. Luke xxiv. 49. AGF i. 4, 5, 8. Atts 
ii. 22. Ads v. 32. Ads x. 38. Heb. ii. 
4. Particularly on the Miracles of Chriſt's 
Reſurretion. See As i. 22. Ac ii. 32. 
As iv. 15. Ads iv. 33. Rom. i. 18 Rom. 
iv. 24. Rom. x. 9. 

3. On Predictions verified, Mat. xii. 39. 
40. Math. xvi. 4. John ii. 18, 19, 22. 


And perhaps the Sign the Jews required, | 


after all our Saviour's Miracles, was the ve- 
rifying ſome Predictions ; and accordingly 
he gives em the Prediction of his own Re- 
ſurrection. 

4. On Agreement, with ancient Prophe- 
tick Characters. The Apoſtles proved that 
Jeſus was a Man approved of God, by the 
many Signs and Wonders that he did; but 
that he was that particular Perſon, that was 

promiſed the Fews, they prove from the 
Char * 
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Characters of the Meſſab in their Books, 
and they put the Matter on this Iſſue, That 
if he did not anſwer thoſe Characters, he 
was to be rejected as an Impoſtor, and our 
Saviour had argued juſt in the ſame Manner 
before em. See Math. xi. 5. compar'd with 
Iſa. xxxv. 5. and 6. and with 1/4. Ixi. 
x: John v. 37, 38, 39, 46, 47. ARS ii. 
from the 16 to the 36. Chap iii. from the 
1s to 26. Chap. viii. from the 32 to 37. 
Chap. x. 43. Chap. xiii. fromthe 33 to 37. 
Chap. xvit. 2, 3, 11. Chap. xvili. 28, 
Chap. xxvi. 22, 23, 27. Chap. xxviil. 23. 
But then tis plain they did not wholly inſiſt 
on this Argument ; for ſometimes the very 
Thing ſaid tobeprophecicd of were Miracles, 
and then that afforded a diſtin Argument, 
as Mat. xi. 5. As ii. 17. 27. and at the 
ſame they do mention other Arguments, as 
particularly the Reſurrection: So that all 
theſe Things conſidered, the only Uſe they 
appear to have made of this Argument, was 
to prove that Jeſus (whoſe Doctrine was ſo 
worthy of God, and whoſe divine Miſſion 
was atteſted by ſuch Miracles) was that par- 
ticular Perſon, that was promiſed to the Fews 
by his Agreement, to all the Characters given 
of him in the Old Teſtament; and ſo far the 
Argument was ſtrong and conduſive, as ſhall 


de ſnowahereafter. | | 
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tf CHAP. VIII 


Internal Chiratters F 4 Revelation ap» 
plied to the Goſpel. 


Come now, according to my propoſed 

Method, to the laſt Part of the Proof of 
9 I have ſhewn, that it implics 
ao Contradiction for God to make a Reve- 
lation of his Will to us ; and that he can do 
it, ſo as to ſatisfy us that ir comes from him: 
That, conſidering the Circumſtances of Man- 
kind, tis probable that he would; and that 
tis moſt likely this would be, not a parti- 
cular Revelation made to every Perſon in e- 
very Age, or to ſome in every Age z but a 
ſanding Revelation, made in one particular 
Age, when God faw fitteſt and belt to make 
it, and defigned to be handed down to Poſte- 
rity. 1 have largely ſhewn what one would 

expect ſhould be the internal Characters of a 
R velation from God; and what external 
Marks one would reaſonably expect God 
ſhould give of his Approbation of itz and 
how the Facts on which it depends might be 
delivered down, with ſufficient Security, 
to thoſe tliat live at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from the Time when; and Place where, 
H they 
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they arc ſaid to be done. I have alſo conſi- 
dered on what Ground Chriſt and the Apo- 
ſtles have placed the Goſpel; and have 
ſhewn that they have appealed to the united 
Evidence mentioned above, and not to one 
ſingle Argument of Prophecies, in the Way 
Mr. C. ſuppoſes : That they prove Chriſt to 
be a Perſon worthy to come from God by the 
Nature and Excellency of his Doctrine; that 
he actually did come from God by the mira- 
culous Works performed to atteſt his Do- 
ctrine, particularly by his own Reſurrection; 
and that he was the particular Perſon promi- 
ſed the Fews, by his exact Agreement to 
the Characters of that Perſon in their Books, 
To compleat, then, the Proof of Chriſtia- 
nity there remain but Two Things. 

I. Toapply the internal and external Cha- 
racters of a Revelation to the Goſpel, as '7zs 
now delivered to us, and ſhew that they do 
exactly agree to it. And, 

2. To prove the Truth of the Facts, as 
they are delivered to us. And when this 
is done, I ſhall go on to apply the Principles 
laid down to Mr. C's Arguments, and from 
thence lay open their Fallacy, 

Iam now to apply the Characters of a Re- 
velation to the Goſpel; and I begin with the 
internal ones. Now here I muſt obſcrye, 
that the Proof of this Point depends on the 
Particulars of the Yoke: Hiſtory ; to which 
there: 
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therefore I muſt refer you for full Satisfaction 
in this Matter. All that Iſhall do, therefore, 
at preſent, ſhall be to repreſent one of the 
principal Characters of a Revelation, and ap- 
ply it to the Goſpel, and remove any Diffi- 
culty about the reſt that may occur. The 
Character that I ſhall ſingle out ſhalt 
be the 6th, (mentioned before} vr. 
That the whole Scheme of its Doctrines 
ſhould not be ſpeculative (ſince the Bulk of 
Mankind are not made for Speculation) but 
practical, tending to promote Holineſs, on 
which the Happineſs of Men, both ſingle 
and in Societies, does depend; and that the 
particular Doctrines of it ſhould be ſo many 
Argumeats to an holy Life. Now that this 
is the Caſe with reſpe& to the Goſpel will 
ealily appear to one that conſiders it. None 
of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are Matters 
of Speculation, Our Faith is concerned 
in'em no farther than as they are revealed ; 
and as ſuch they are Matters of Teſtimony, 
and to be received on the Credit of the Re- 
yealer, (which the meaneſt Perſon is capable 
of) and not as proved from the Reaſon of 
Things, which would belong only to Scho- 
lars. We are to believe only the Things as 
revealed in Scripture; the unrevealed Mo- 
dus we have nothing to do with. Thus, for 
Inſtance, we are, on the Authority of a 
| God of infinite Truth, to belicve, that our 
H 2 255 Bodies 
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Bodies ſhall be raiſed again: Which is a 
lain Mattcr of Teſtimony, that all Men 
can underſtand at firſt hearing; but the par- 
ticular Manner in which our Bodies ſhall be 
be raiſcd (which is a Matter of very nice Spe- 
culation) we are not at all required to believe. 
Now, that the whole Scheme of the Do- 
ctrines of the Goſpel tends to promote Ho- 
lineſs, is as plain as any Thing can poſſibly 
be. It reveals our Duty in its full Compaſs 
and Extent; ſets in a clear and full Light the 
natural Motives to the Performance of it. 
Chriſt came from Heaven to proclaim a 
Pardon for our Sins on Repentance; to offer 
us Aſſiſtances in Performance of our Duty. 
Thoſe things which before were but proba- 
ble he has revealed as certain: Thoſe Things 
of which before we had but an imperfect Ac- 
count, he has fully delivered. He has re- 
vealed, not only future Rewards in general, 
'but ſet out the Nature, Greatneſs and Dura- 
tion of em in aclcar and ſtrong Light. Add 
to all this, that he has ſuper added new Mo- 
tives to the Performance of our Duty; ſuch 
as (1) His Incarnation ; which ſhews God's 
great Love to Mankind, the Valuc he ſets 
on us, and what Returns he juſtly expects 
from us, (2.) His Liſe; which was a Pat- 
tern of all Sorts of Virtues. (3.) His Death; 
by which his holy Doftrine was confirmed, 


ang by which the New Covenant, which pro- 
poles 


(53) 
poſes ſuch Encouragement to our Duty, was 
ratified. (4.) His RNeſurrection; by which 
we are aflur'd of eternal Life, as the Reward 
of our Services. (5.) His Advotaty and 
and Mediation; which encourages our Ac- 
ces to God. And (6.) laſtly, his coming to 

Judgment; which — a Tendency always 
to keep us circumſpect. | 
This is the main Scheme of the Goſpel ; 
and tis caſy to ſce how, in all its Parts, it 
tends to promote Holineſs. The particular 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity are either, fo many 
direct Arguments to an holy Life, or tend 
to add Strength and Force to other Argu- 
ments, 4s the Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity 
hightens the Value of his Sacrifice; or laſtly, 
tend to remove ſome Difficulty out of the 
Way, as by the Account of the original 
State of Mankind, giving us a fairer View 
of Providence. 

The Doctrine of the ever. bleſſed Trinity, 
which has been repreſented by ſome as aſpecu- 
lative Doctrine, was revealed only to lay a 
Foundation for our conceiving the Work of 
Redemption; which is of the vaſteſt Im- 

rtance as to our Practice; to ſhew us the 
Method of our Acceſs to God in our preſent 
fallen State; to heighten our Senſe of God's 
'Goodneſs towards us, and thereby lay new 
Obligatious on-us to our INE to direct us 

what 


—— — — 
— — _ — 22 


(54) 
what Duties we arc to pay to each of the 

Divine Perſons concerned in: our Retiemp- 
re ur 
And, laſtly, the Goſpel | isnot only adapted 
to promote Holineſs, in the main Scheme 
and Frame of its Doctrines, but alſo in the 
external, ritual, and poſitive Precepts of it. 
Theſe, it muſt be owned, are very few. The 
main Part of Chriſtianity is taken up in the 
recommending of Holineſs, and ſuch Do- 
ctrines as tend to promote it. And thoſe 
Precepts, which are of a poſitive Nature, are 
wiſely framed to ſecure the main Deſign of 
Chriſtianity. Thus, for Example, 'twas ne- 
ceſlary for the preſervingChriſt's Inſtitutions, 
and delivering em down to Poſterity, as 
well as for the promoting Piety and Charity, 
that his Followers ſhould unite in Societies, 
according to the Rules their Great Maſter 
has fix d. Now, in Societies, there is ge- 
nerally ſome ſolemn Rite by which Perſons. 
are admitted; and accordingly Baptiſm was 
inſtituted for this Purpoſe by our Saviour. 
Now, the general Deſign of this was, that 
Perſons might ſolemnly take on em the 
Obligations of: the Goſpel to an holy Life; 
and this was particularly ſignified by the Man- 
ner in which this Rite was adminiſtered ; 
and then that they might xeceive a Right to 
the Bleſſings promiſed: in the Goſpel ; one 
of the principal of which was the ere 
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of the Spirit, to enable em to perform their 
Duty. Again, twas neceſſary, to attain the 
Ends for which theſe Socictics were erected, 
that there ſhould be ſome to preſide in them. 
There can be no Societies without ſome Or- 
der, a Subordination of ſome Parts to o- 
thers. And in the preſent Caſe there muſt 
be ſome to direct the publick Worſhip, ſome 
to inſtruct and teach others, and ſome to ex- 
erciſe the inſtituted Diſcipline. "Twas neceſ- 
ſary that particular Orders ſhould be given 
about theſe Things, ſuited to the particular 
Circumſtances of. the Age, Places, and Per- 
ſons : But where thoſe Circumſtancesare not 
the ſame, thoſe of another Age and Nation 
ſcem only obliged by the general Precepts. 
So that perhaps it may be doubted, whether 
the Rules given in the New Teſtament, coR- 
cerning theſe Matters, may be ſaid to be 
wholly of a poſitive Nature: But, however, 
they were evidently adapted to ſecure the 
main End, vi. Holineſs, The Lord's Sup- 
per is evidently a poſitive Precept ; but is fat 
from being a ſuperſtitious and inſignificant 
Rite. There was nothing more common, 
both among Jews and Heathens, than com- 
memorative Feaſts; and of ſuch a Nature is 
this, deſigned to bring Chriſt to our Remem- 
brance, his excellent Doctrine, his holy Life, 
and particularly his Death as a Sacrifice for 
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tions on us to Holineſs, both as it ſhews us, 
on the one Hand, the great Love of God to- 
wards us, and on theother, his ſtrict Regard 
to the Honour of his Laws and Govern- 


ment. 
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Anſwer to Objeckions relating to intern 
Characters. 


HUS have I ſhewn how Chriſtianity 
inall its Parts hath a Tendency to pro- 

mote Holineſs;. and come now, according 
to my Promiſe, to conſider any Difficulties 
that may attend any other of the internal 
Characters of a Revelation. That all its Do- 
ctrines muſt be agrecable to Reaſon, ſo as 
they can't any of em be proved to imply a 
Contradicion ; that there be nothing con- 
trary to our natural Notions of God, or that 
weaken the Obligations to Virtue is ecvi- 
dent. But concerning cach of theſe there 
is ſome conſiderable Difficulty. As to the 
firſt it would vaſtly exceed the Limits of 
ſuch a Diſcourſe, and at the ſame Time 
would be an Undertaking too difficult for 
me, to give a rational Account of all the 
| ; ol Doctrines 
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Docttines of Chriſtianity, tho J am per- 
fectly of Mr. Matt's Mind that this may be 
done. All I can do will be juſt to point to 
ſome General Principles, by which Perſons 
of clear and rational Heads may be led fully 
to explain this Matter. Here then we muſt 
carcfully, diſtinguiſh between Things above, 
and contrary to Rcaſon. We cant believe 
a Propoſition, when we don't,underſtand 
the Terms in which 'ris expreſſed ; or when 
the Terms are contradictory, and deſtroy 
one another; or when there appears ſuch a 
Contradiction to us: For a Propoſition, the 
Terms of which arc not underſtood, is no- 
thicker all tous; and when.a Thing ap- 
pears a Contradiction to us, we can't believe 
it; for, appearing a Contradiction to us, we 
muſt take it to be falſe, and yet, believing it, 
we mult take it to be true too at the ſame 
Time; which is as great an Abſurdity as 
can be expreſſed in Words. But then this 
we may do: We may and ought to believe 
a Doctrine on the Authority of God reycal- 
ing it to us, which our own Reaſon had diſ- 
cover d nothing at all of. Tis no Objection 
againſt a Doctrine of Revelation, to ſay that 
we can't trace it out from the Firſt Principle 
of Reaſon, when nothing can be more rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, than that, when God 
made a Revelation of his Will ro us, he 


ſhould deliver ſome ſuch Doctrines; and 
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when it would rather have been an Obje- 
ction againſt a Revelation, if it had none 
ſuch ; and when Reaſon dictates nothing as 
a ſurer Principle than this, God hath ſaid a 
Thing, therefore tis true. So that I can't 
but ſtand amaz'd at the Saying of a late bold 
Writer, viz. *That Teſtimony can only be 
= a Means of Information, not a Ground 

© of Aſſent. 
But to go a little farther. We may un- 
derſtand the Terms in which a Propoſition 
is expreſſed, when we do not underſtand 
ſomething elſe about the Subje& of the Pro- 
oſition. But then we are required only to 
clicyc that Propoſition which we do un- 
derſtand. As for Inftance, We underſtand 
the Terms of this Propoſition. The Dead 
all riſe again; and we believe it merely on 
the Authority of Revelation; but we don't 
know how they will berais'd, neither do we 
believe any Thing about it. Again; We 
believe many Things, with goot Reaſon, 
on the Authority of Revelation, when an- 
tecedently to the Revelation, we believed o- 
therwiſe on probable Reaſons: For this is on- 
ly making a leſſer Evidence ſubmit toa greater. 
Thus (to reſume the Inſtance juſt men- 
tion d) conſidering that the natural Immor- 
tality of the Soul anſwers all the Ends, for 
which Reaſon leads us to ſuppoſe a Future 
State, it ſecmed probable ro meer Philoſo- 
| "RY 
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phers, that the Body ſhould not riſe again; 
and yet, on the Authority of Revelation, 
they ought to have believed that Doctrine. 

'Tis no Objection to any Proceedings of 
Divine Providence, made known by Reve- 
lation, that they are contrary to our imper- 
fect Views of Things. A Method may be 
agreeable to the highet Wiſdom, and yet 
contrary to ſome Reaſons which Perſons of 
ſhort Views may have ſuggeſted to their 
Minds. And, laſtly, tis, no Objection as 
gainſt a Doctrine, if at. firſt Daſh it appears 
to be contradictory, whilſt, on a more tho- 
rough Examination, the Conttadzcüen Var 
niſhes. 0 

And now, if theſe few plain Hirte. ba 
carefully applied to the Doctrines of the 


Trinity, Satisfaction, Eternity of Hell. 


Torments, Reſurettion of the Body," & c. as 
revealed in Holy Scripture, I will take the. 
Liberty to ſay, that they may be ſhewn to 
be perfectly reaſonable, and fit to be believed. 
And this may ſuffice for the firſt Difficulty. 
The Conſideration of the Second ſhall be che 
Subject of the next br. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Goſpel not rey to the Moſaick 
| | r | 


T may be queried then, Whether the 
Chriſtian Revelation be not contrary to 
the Moſaick, ſikce the one gave a Body of 
Laws, which it declared ſhould be of perpe- 
tual Obligation, and the other is ſuppoſed 
to abrogate them? Now, before an An- 
fwer can be return'd to this Difficulty, we 
muſt conſider the true State of the Cale : 
For if it ſhould appcar, that ncither did the 
Mofaick Revelation eſtabliſhgheſe Laws for 
ever, nor the Chriſtian abr6gate them, in the 
Senſe ſuppoſed in the Objection, all the Dit- 
ficulty vaniſhes. The Caſe then, with Re— 
ſpect to the Moſaick Revelation is this: It 
did indeed eſtabliſn a Set of Laws for the 
Jews, when they took Poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
which they were to obſetve for ever; 1. . as 
long as they continued a Body Politick in 
thcir own Land; without which many of 
their Laws could not be obſerved. The 
Word in Scripture, by which Eternity is de- 
noted, does not, by its own intrinſick Force, 
ſi ignify 
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ſignify what we mean by Eternity in En- 
gliſb, but is to be interpreted according to 
the Things to Which it is applied. Thus 
eternal God and eternal Mountains are un- 
derſtood very differently. An eternal Fer- 
vitude is ſuch as laſts as long as a Perſon lives, 
or (according to the 7euiſb Way) till the 
Jubilee, when Slaves were releaſed of 
Courſe. Thus the Moſaick Laws were eter- 
nal, as they were to laſt (not for a determi- 
nate Number of Years, or during particular 
Occaſions and Emergencics, as in the Wil- 
derneſs, &c.) but as long as their Polity 
laſted. Then as for the Chri/tian Revela- 
tion,. that did not properly abrogate the 
Jewiſb Laws at all. Theſe never obliged 
the Gentiles, and 'twas the Impoſition of 
them which the Apoſtles ſet themſelves moſt 
vehemently againſt. After the Deſtruction 
of the Temple, and Diſperſion of the Fews, 
the moſt conſiderable of em could not be 
obſerved at all. Then the whole Frame of 
em belonged to the Fews as a Body Po- 
litick, ſeperated from the reſt of the World, 
by the peculiar Fayour of God, and diſtin- 
guiſh'd by peculiar Rites and Obſervances: 
But, upon their obſtinate rejecting of the 
Goſpel, as a Body, (tho' ſome few particular 
Perſons received it) they were, as ſuch, re- 
jected of God: And therefore their political, 
and diſtinguiſhing Laws ceaſed of Courſe, 
as 
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as Martial Laws in Time of Peace; and 
the few Remains of the Few:ſh Nation 
were cngrafted into the Chriſtian Church, 
not upon any peculiar political Terms, 
but upon the One Catholick Term of 
Faith 'in Chriſt, common to them was: 
the Gentiles. _ 

Thus the Obligation of theſe Laws ceaſed, 
not by any poſitive Abrogation, but from the 
very Reaſon and Nature of Things, which 
would have been juſt the ſame, tho' the Go- 
ſpel had never appear'd. Indeed, theſe 
Laws did not immediately, become unlaw- 
ful to be obſerved by the Jews : The 
Things enjoyned became indifferent. The 
Reaſons of the Law were ceaſed, and there- 
fore the Obligation to it was ccaſed alſo. 
But the Apoſtles did very well to obſerve it, 
when thereby they ſhould have a Proſpect of 
gaining the Jews, and removing a main 
Obſtacle in the Way of their Converſion : 
And therefore, with very good Reaſon, St. 
Paul endeavours, in the Acts, to clear him- 
{elf of the Charge laid againſt him, of ſetting 
at nought the Law, The Fault lay not in 
obſerving em, but obſerving em as neceſſary ; 
in impoſing 'em as ſuch on others, eſpecially 
on the Gentiles, and laying the Streſs of their 
Salvation on the Obſervation of the Law, 
(according to which, ſince it required per- 


fect Obedience as the Condition of Life, 
none 
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none could be juſtified) and not on Faith 
in Chriſt. And this Thought will cafily re- 
concile the ſeemingly different Accounts of 
the Apoſtles Principles in this Matter, and 
makes their Principles and Practices agree 
together, and both with the Deſign of the 
Law. 


ELLE LULL EL IE 
CHAP. XI. 


The Goſpel Revelation not contrary to our 
natural Notions of God. 


GO on now, according to my deſigned 

Method, to conſider the laſt Difficulty 
mentioned, as to the Application of the in- 
ternal Characters of a Revelation to the Go- 
ſpel, viz, Whether there be not ſome Parts 
of it not ſo agrecable to our natural Notions 
of God, or of his Laws, which our Reaſon 
diſcovers. Now, I am not ſenſible that there 
is any Thing of this Nature in the Goſpel 
itſelf. For as to what ſome talk of the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt's Satisfaction being contrary 
to every natural Notion we have of God's 
- Goodneſs, they have received an abundant 
| Con f tation from Grotius, Stilling fleet, 
Truman, 
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Truman, Tillotſon, Burnet, and all the cx- 
cellent Writers againſt the Socinians. And 
as to the Eternity of Hell-Torments, the 
Arguments againſt em are. wide of the 
Point, ſince they only ſhew that we don't 
ſce the Reaſons which make em neceſſary; 
not that there are none ſuch; and ſince 
what Puniſhments preciſely ſhall be inflicted 
is not ſo much a Conſideration of Juſtice as 
of Wiſdom, as A-Bp. Tillot ſon has cxcel- 
lently ſhewn, The only Difficulty that I 
know in this whole Matter is this: CHriſtia- 
nity is built on Judaiſm: If the Foundations 
of Judai ſin be not ſolid, Chriſtianity falls 
to the Ground: But if there be any Thing 
in Judaiſin contrary to our natural Notions 
of God, or to the Law of Nature, it can't 
be ſupported —— Now, the moſt plauſible. 
Things that have been urged on that Head 
are theſe : The Polygamy practiſed by the 
Patriarchs, and allowed by the Fewiſb Law; 
Abraham's Command to offcr up his Son ; 
God's chuſing, as it ſeems, arbitrarily, the 
Fewtſh Nation above others; the whole 
Frame and Conſtitution of their Laws; the 
Severities they were ordered to uſe towards 
the Canaanites. As to the firſt, ſeveral learn- 
ed Men have endeavoured to clear it thus 
Polygamy (ſay they) was never abſolutely 
unlawful, tho Monogamy was the more ex- 


cellent Way more agrecable to the ori- 
| ginal 
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ginal Deſign of Marriage, and accordingly 
reviv'd by our Saviour. This, in the main, 
is true enough; but the Diſtinction ſeems 
not accurate. I ſhould rather diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the primary and ſecondary Law of 
Nature. The primary, Law of Naturc is 
nothing but what our Reaſon tcaches us to 
be the Will of God, from the immutable 
Relations and Circumſtances of Things and 
Perſons : The ſecondary from the mutable, 
Inſtances of the firſt are all natural Duties 
ve owe to God, reſulting from his immu— 
able Relations to us, and the main Duty 
pf univerſal Benevolence we owe our Neigh- 
dour ; which reſults from the Nature of 
an as a ſociable Creature; and laſtly, that 
overnment of ourſelves, which is neceſſa- 
y to our performing thoſe Duties to God 
nd our Neighbour. Of the lattcr are thoſe 
hat we properly call rclative Duties, and, 
s apprehend, the Law againſt Poligamy g 
hich might not be in Force when the Cir- 
umſtances of Mankind were different from 
hat they are now, as before the World 
as Peopled; and might not be given the 
Fews, becauſe ſuch Reſtraint of their Li- 
erty might make em wholly throw off 
e Yoke of God's Laws, and ſo run into 
e Idolatry of their neighbour Nations, 
d all the vile Practices that attended it. 
nd the ſame may be ſaid of the Caſe of 
ceſt, in the beginning of the World. 
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As to the ſecond Difficulty, vig. Abraham 
Command to offer up his Son, tis plain, 
there is nothing in the Thing itſelf contra. 
ry to the Law of Nature: For tho' we haye 
not a Right to the Lives of one another, 
yet God has to the Lives of us all ; and 
thcrefore we may juſtly execute his Order, 
in taking away the Life of our Neighbout; 
tho' we could not have done it of ourſelves 
The only difficulty is, how Abraham could 
be aſſured that this was a Revclation from 
God, when it ſeemed ſo contrary to hi 
natural Notions of God ; when it thwart 
ed thoſe Principles of Love and Tenderne( 
to an Offspring, which were planted it 
him by God, for wile and great Reaſon; 
and when the acting in ſuch a manner ſcem 
ed to be introducing Diſorder and Confu 
ſion into the World, by teaching Men to 
break thro' their Natural Principles Now, 
indeed, if this were the firſt Time of God: 
making a Revelation to him, it would be 
a very difficult Caſe; but as God had be , 
fore reveal d himſelf to him, and probabljil n 
by ſome external Sign ſatisfied him tha v 
the Revelation came from him, he might 
be as ſure, by remembring what Imprell 
on on his Mind, &c. attended ſuch a Sigh, 
that God ſpake to him again, as we a 
that we ſpeak to one another, Then, 
fol 
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for the thwarting our Natural Principles, 
there is no more Dithculty in this Cale, 
than in God's commanding, us to ofter up 
our own Lives, the Love of which is as 
natural as of our Offsprings. And laſtly, 
2s to the Diſorders this would bring into 


d the World, that indeed would follow up- 
5 on the Frequency of ſuch Command, and 
on common Occaſions, as in the other In- 
dance of offering up our own Lives; but 
not upon one ſuch extraordinary Command. 


And to compleat all, this was only a Tryal 
of Abraham's Obedience, to God; 'twas 
only God's putting a Dithculty in the way 
of his Obedience, for the Exerciſe and Im- 
provement of his Virtue : God never de- 
ſign d this Order ſhould be executed, and 
he ſaw that it would not deftroy his na- 
tural tenderneſs and love to his Child, but 
rather encreaſe it, / 

As to the 3d Difficulty, that vaniſhes of 
itſelf, when once there is a true ſtate of 
the Matter given. The Caſe then is this: 
After the Flood the World ſoon grew cor- 
rupt, and was over- run with all manner of 
Wickedneſs, which at laſt had debauched 
all their Principles, and led em to the Wor- 
ſhip of other Gods. Sceing this, God choſe 
out Abraham, who was a virtuous, and well- 
diſpos d Perſon, made a particular Revela- 
tion of his Will to him, promiſed him a 
K 2 numerous 
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numerous Poſterity, au a peaceable Set. 
tlement in a rich and flouriſhing Country, 
Accordingly this Perſon grew into a Fami. 
ly, this Family into a Nation, and this Na. 
tion God ſelected to himſelf to be his pe- 
culiar People; among whom his Worſhip 
ſhould be kept up, whom he would govern, 
in an cxtraordinary and miraculous manner, 
to whom he would give Laws adapted to 
their Conſtitution, with Sanctions tuitable 
to them; among whom he would, in a pe- 
culiar manner, manifeſt his Preſence, by vi. 
ſible Tokens and Symbols of it, and by un- 
common Vicorics attending their Arms; 
by which laſt the Knowledge of the true 
God would be carried amongſt many Nati. 
ons of the World, as well as by their Cap. 
tivitics, when for their Sins God gave 'em 
into the Hands of their Encmics. In fine, 
God always declares that he choſe em for 
his People, not for their Deſerts, but for 
the Virtucs of their Anceſtors, who were 
certainly fit objects of ſuch a Favour. And 
ſince twas very fit and proper that God 
ſhould, for the Reaſons above-mention'd, 
ſelect ſome one Nation to himſelf, in this 


manner, he might chuſc that which to his 


Wiſdom ſcemed beſt (which might direct 
to Realons of Action that we arc unac- 
qua nted with) when thereby he did no 
Injury to any other Nations, worn he had 

_ 
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not left without Witneſs of his Goodneſs, 
and for whom he had done what was ſuth- 


cient to have led em to ſuch Practices, as 


would have recommended em to ſome far- 
ther Degrees of his Favour. 

As to the 4th Dithculty, that conſiſts of 
two Parts, ViZ. 1. The whole Frame of the 
Jewiſh Law, which conſiſts ſo much of ſeem- 
ingly inſignificant Ceremonies, which pre- 
ſcribes ſo pompous a Way of Worſhip ; and, 
2. Some particular Parts of it, which ſeem 
to give Indulgences to Vice: As to Luft 
witncls the Law of Divorce: And to Re- 
venge ; witneſs the Law given em concern- 
ing the Amalakites, Moabites, &c. Now, 
as to the firſt Difficulty, it muſt be conſider d, 
that the Zewzſh was a Political Conſtitution: 
God governcd them, for the moſt Part, in 
the Way of earthly Governours; accordingly 
his Laws generally rcach'd only to the exter- 
nal Actions, and the Sanctions of em were 
temporal : But thcn there were ſome Pre« 
cepts interſperſed of an higher and more ſpi- 
ritual Nature, and theſe were afterwards 
more fully cxplain'd by the Prophets; and 
there was great Encouragement given, all 
along the Few:ſh Diſpenſation, to the Hopes 


ofa future Life, which accordingly good Men 


took hold of, The 7eus were extremely 
delighted with a pompous Way of Worſhip, 
and ſo much inclin'd to the Idolatry of their 
"= 1 | Neigh- 


„ 
Neighbours, that they would infallibly have 
fallen into it, if ſome Condeſcention had 
not been made to their Infirmity. Then, in 
order to keep em from the Idolatries of the 
Nations round em, twas neceſſary they 
fhould be preſerved a ſcpcrate People; and 

that was beſt done by ſome diſtinguiſhing 
Rites, Peculiarities in Eating, &c. Tis pro- 
bable that many Rites were enjoin'd them in 
Oppoſition to particular Rites of their Hea- 
then Neighbours, as Learned Men have 
fſhewn. In ſhort, if wc can't give a parti- 
cular Account of ali the Fewiſh Laws, tis 
no Wonder, when we don't throughly know 
their Genius, Conſtitution, the State of their 
Neighbour Nations, c. As to the 2d Part 
of the Difficulty, 'twas fit that a Body of 
Laws ſhould be given em, not the beſt in 
themſelves, but the beſt fitted for that Peo- 
ple. Now, if ſome Indulgence had not been 
given em, they would never have been kept 
in toicrable Order ; but would have run out, 
not only into theſe, but much worſe, Ex- 
ceſſes. And the Severitics, they were toſhew 
to Idolaters, kept up their Horrour of that 
Vice. But this leads to the Conſideration of 
the laſt Difficulty ; which muſt be the Sub- 
ject of the next Chapter. 
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Of the Deſtruction of the CAN AANITE 
Nations. 


N my laſt I endcavour'd to anſwer ſome 

of the moſt plauſible Objections againſt 
the Matter of the Chriſtian Revclation ; and 
becauſe I thought the Goſpel itſelf furniſhed 
us with none conſiderable, I therefore con- 
ſider'd what Objections there were of this 
Nature againſt the 7ewiſh Diſpenſation, up- 
on which Chriſtianity is built. I have gone 
thro' all IJ mention'd, ſave one, vis. The 


Severity God uſed in the Deſtruction of the 


Seven Canaanite Nations, and his making 
the eus the Executioners of his Wrath a- 
gainſt em. Now, here it may be pleaded, 
That a Revelation from God ſhould bear 
the Characters of that univerſal Goodneſs 
and Mercy, which are the acknowledg'd Per- 
fections of the Divine Nature. That God 

governs the Moral World by ſteady and con- 
ſtant Laws, as he docs the Natural, and 
that 'tis inconſiſtent with his Wiſdom to 


break in upon em: That if he docs it in one 
Inſtance, 
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Inſtance, he may do it ia Two, or Two 
Thouſand ; but, however, the doing it in 
one Inſtance would cauſe tome Diſorder in 
the World: That Miracles of themſelves 
arc not ſufficient to cſtabliſh a Revelation ; 
therefore, if any pretended Revelation con- 
tradicted the Law of Nature, that would be 
a ſtronger Argument againſt it, than Mira- 
cles could be for it: Laſtly, That if ſuch a 
Commiſſion, as for one Nation to deſtroy 
ſo many others, that had done em no In- 
jury, be allowed, no Objcction drawn from 
- Morality can be ſufficient to diſprove a Re- 
velation; for what may be ſaid for this may 
in like Manner be ſaid for a Command to 
kill our Sovercign or Father, to betray one's 
Friend or Country. — But to all this I 
anſwer: | 
I. That God never did, nor can, di- 
ſpenſe with the Law of Nature; for the Law 
of Reaſon muſt always oblige reaſonable 
Beings ; but then he may altcr the Circum- 
ſtances in which Men were placed, and upon 
that an Action, that be force was indifferent, 
or perhaps Sinful, may become a Duty. 
Thus, for Inſtance, tho' it be a Sin in me 
to take away the Life of one that has not in- 
jured me, becauſe I have no Right to do it, 
yet upon God's Command I have Right, 
and ought to uſe it. And this is the Caſe in 
Hand. What creates a Difficulty here is 
| only 
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only, that we conceive the Law of Nature 
as a Set of written Precepts, like the Deca- 
loguc; whercas the Law of Nature is no- 
thing but the Law of Reaion, or whatever 
Recaſon teaches us to be the Will of God, 
from the Circumſtances in which we are 
placed, and the Relations we bear to other 
Beings ; and as thoſe Circumſtances and Re- 
lations alter, ſo the very ſame Law will re- 
quire us to act differently. 

2. God may ſometimes with very good 
Reaſon interpoſe, and execute Vengeance 
on a wicked Nation; and this is very much 
for the Good of Mankind. And if he does 
this by the Miniſtry of another Nation, it 
will tend to give 'ema greater Abhorrence of 
the other's Crimes, and ſo be of good Uſe. 

3. This can't tend to overthrow the Order 
of Societies, or deſtroy the Obligation of 
the ſocial Virtues. If, indeed, God ſhould 
continually thus interpoſe,and that not inthe 
Caſc of Nations, but of particular Perſons; 
it would be ſo. The whole World is ob- 
noxious to the Divine Wrath, and, if pu- 
niſhed according to their Deſcrts, mult be 
deſtroyed, and ſo all Society be at an End: 
Or if God was pleaſed ſomewhat to mitigate 
the Rigour of his Laws, and preſerve the 
Leaſt- vitious to be, from Time to Time, Exe- 
cutioners of his Wrath on the others, this 


would deſtroy all the Order of Societies, and 
1 vacate 
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vacate all the Obligations to the ſocial Vir- 
tues. It might then be, for Inſtance, a Duty 
for Princes, inſtead of protecting their Sub- 
jects, to kill em all as faſt they could; and fo 
for Subjects, inſtead of paying due Allegiance 
to their Sovereign, to murder him on the 
firſt Opportunity: When a Man has obliged 
me, inſtead of returning the Favour, it 
might be my Duty to knock him on the 
Head, as ſoon as I met him: When had 
promiſed to do a Man a Favour, it might be 
my Duty, inſtead of that, to take his Goods 
or his Life from him. But now none of 
theſe Conſequences follow on the prefent 
Suppoſition. How does it follow, that, be- 
cauſe God has, on an extraordinary Occa- 
ſion, commiſſioned one Nation to take Ven- 
geance on the Idolatry, and other Wickedneſ- 
ſes of ſome other Nations, therefore the 
ſame Commiſlion may be often pleaded, 
and that with Reſpect to particular Perſons, 
and on no ſuch extraordinary Occaſion? Does 
it follow that, becauſe a continual, or a fre- 
quent Interpoſition of Providence is incon- 
ſiſtent with a State of Trial, with the Exer- 
ciſe of Virtue, with the Order of Societies, 
therefore, that one ſuch Interpoſition is? Or 
docs it follow that, becauſe the Inhabitants 
of a particular Country were under a Theo- 
cracy, and ſo had a Body of Laws given em 


from God, with temporal Sanctions annexed 
6 to 
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to'em, which were executed (as under all 

Governments) when the Laws were broken, 

therefore Men might in that Country kill, 
one another at Pleaſure, t Or that Men 
in other Countries might execute any Pu- 
niſhments on others, as forthe Breach of Di- 
vine Laws, when it appears not that they 
were under ſuch Theocracy ? Nay, when 
the contrary appears, and when it appears 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, God ſhould govern - 


the World in that Manner ? If indeed the 


Law of Nature were ſuppoſed to be changed 
in One Inſtance, it might as well be in a 
Thouſand : But I have ſhewn here is no 
Alteration of the Law of Nature, no 
diſpenſing with it, no cauſing the Ob- 
ligations of it to ceaſe; but it remains 
in all its Parts in full Force, with reſpect to 
ſuch Perſons as have this Commiſſion. 
Then as to the reſt of the World, its Ob- 
ligation is not at all weakned, except thoſe 
Exccutions by Men of the Divine Law, be 
ſuppos'd to be frequent ; which they arc 
not. If then it be ask'd, where ſhall we 
ſtop? If one Nation in one Age may plead 
ſucha Commiſſion, why not another in ano- - 
ther Age, &c. ? I anſwer, let any Nation 
produce ſo good Evidence of a Divine Com- 
miſſion, as the 7eus did, and then, not 
till then, they will deſerve to be heard; but 
this has never been yet; which ſhews that 
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they have not been ſo frequent as to weaken 
the Order of Socicty. If it be ſaid, that 
one ſuch Commiſion docs in ſome Meaſure 
weaken Society, I deny it, and have before 
prov'd that, on the contrary, it tends to 
the good of it. If laſtly it be ſaid, that up- 
on our Suppoſition, no Objection drawn 
from Morality can be ſufficient to diſprove 
a Revelation, this is plainly a Miſtake ; for 
I have ſhewn, even as to the Inſtances here 
given, that there might be Reaſon from 
thence to reject a pretended Revelation, 
and yet not from our ſuppoſed Inftance. If 
here ſhould be a pretended Revelation, that 
ſhould command us indiffcrently, and with- 
out any particular Reaſon, to put others 
to Death, as we met with em; Subjects 
without Proyocation to riſe up againſt their 
Sovereigns, &c. this would be a good 
Reaſon for rejecting it, becauſe it neceſſa- 
rily deſtroys all the Order and the very Be- 
ing of Societies: But it docs not at all fol- 
low, that therefore God may not on a par- 
ticular extraordinary Occaſion, commiſſion 
one Nation to be the Executioners of his 
Vengeance on others, for the open Breaches 
of known Laws, very much for the Good 
of Society; or that he may not, for wiſe 
Reaſons, ſelect a particular People to him- 
| ſelf, and govern em in a viſible Manner, 
and cſtabliſh a Set of Laws amongſt em, 

and 


1 


and then, that the Breaches of thoſe Laws 
may not expoſe em to certain Puniſhments 
ſpecified, which in ſome Caſes may be ex- 
ecuted by the Miniſtry of ſome of their 
Fellow- Subjects. The main Difhculty is, 
if God may give ſuch a Commillion to de- 
ſtroy a Nation, why not a particular Per- 
ſon ? and if once, why not often? But now 
that docs not follow, as I have ſhewn above. 
Indeed, if a Man were commanded by God, 
to put his Sovereign to Death, he ought 
to do it, and it wou'd in that Caſe be no 
Breach of the Law of Nature; but it does 
not therciore follow, that I have the ſame 
Reaſon to belicye a Commiſſion in that 
Caſe, as the other; eſpecially, it it be a 
good Prince, if the Nation will ſuffer by 
his Loſs; nay, if he be not a very bad Prince, 
bent on the Ruine of his Pœople; for other- 
wiſe, by luch Commiſſion, the Order of 
Society is much diſturb'd. The tame may 
be ſaid in the other Caſes mention'd: And 
thus I have now, I hope, fully conſider'd 
the Difficulty propos d; and I have done it 
the more largely, becauſe at firſt View it 
ſeems to carry ſomething of a terrible Ap— 
pearance, tho, I hope, a ſittle acquaintance 
with it, has by this time hw you, that 
it is very innocent. There is one Dith- 
culty more, that is commonly urged on 
this Head, which, becauſe it may be ſolved 
in 
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in a few Words, I ſhall cloſe this Paper 
with; and that is the Cale of the Haelites 
borrowing Goods of the Egyptians, by God's 
Order, ſo as never to repay. But all this 
depends on a falſe, or at lcaſt doubtful, 
Tranſlation of the Hebrew; for the littcral 
Rendring of the Words, Ex. xii. 35, 36. 
is, that hey asked them, and the Egyptians 
gave em at their Asking, as all Learned 
Men know and acknowledge. And there 
is no Difficulty in ſuppoſing, that the Egyp- 
tians might freely part with their Goods, to 
'em, in order to get rid of ſuch trouble- 
ſome Company, upon whole Account they 
had ſuffer'd ſo much. Beſides that, tis ex- 
preſly ſaid, that G gave em Favour in 
the Sight of the Egyptians. But if you take 
it as it is in our Tranſlation, the firſt Parti- 
cular in Anſwer to the above-mention'd 
Difficulty, will be a full Anſwer to. this ; 
ſo that I ſhall not need to trouble you any 


further on this Head. 


» 
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CH 4 P. XII. 


Of MIRACIEsõ. 


Have now done with the internal Evi- 
dence for Chriſtianity : I come therefore 
to the External, viz. Miracles and Prophc- 
cies: And I begin with the Firſt : Chriſtia- 
nity is attcaded with ſuch Miracles, as one 
might realonably expect a Revelation to be 
atteſted by; for (1.) The Works done in Be- 
half of it were not done once or twice only, 
in which Caſe a Cheat might well be ſuſpe- 
cted; for a Man might take hold of ſome Ad- 
vantages, as the Inadyertence of the Com- 
pany, a convenient Place, &c. but they were 
often repcated: (2.) They were not of one 
or two Sorts only, in which Caſe a Perſon 


might ſuſpect, that a Man had learnta Way 


of performing ſome Tricks, but they were 
of all the Kinds almoſt that can be imagined. 
Now if a Man might have the Knack of doing 
ſome of theſe Things, yet not of doing all, 
if he might have an Art of curing ſome par- 


ticular Diftemper, yet not caſily of curing 


all 
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all, and not only this, but caſting out Devils, 
railing the Dead, c. (3.) They were not 
trifling and ludicrous, but grave and ſerious, 
uſeiu! and beneficient, worthy therefore the 
Wile and good Governor of the World: 
Theonly one that looks, either like ludicrous 
or hurtful, is that of ſending the Devils into 
the Herd of Swine ; but when one conſiders 
that hereby our Saviour diſcovered the Mul. 
titude, Malice and great Power of the De- 
vils, when not reſtrained by God, and how 
many uſctul Thoughts that may ſuggeſt to us, 
the Dithculty vaniſhes, and Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs appears in our Saviour's Action: 
(4.) They were not done in an ignorant 
Age and Country, but in one of great Know- 
ledge and Improvements: The Arts and 
Sciences were at this Time carried to a great 
Height, and ſpread in moſt Parts of the Ro- 
man Empire; the Fews were much improved 
by their Commerce with the Romans; and 
after our Saviour's Death the Apoſtles car- 
ricd the Goſpel even to Rome itſelf, the Scat 
of Learning: (5.) They were not done in 
a Corner, but openly, and before Multi- 
tudes, ſometimes many Thouſands, that 
- were not only the Spectators, but the Sub- 
jets of em; as when our Saviour fed 5000 
with 5 Loaves and 2 Fiſhes: (6.) They were 
not done only before Friends, but before the 
bittereſt Enemies; there were many of our 
Saviour's 
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Saviour's Miracles done before the Phariſees 
that ſought his Life: Indeed Chriſt's Ene- 
mics were not the Witneſſes of his Reſur- 
tection; but then even his Friends were in- 
credulous before; they did not expect ſuch a 
Thing, and were at laſt ſatisfied by the fulleſt 
Evidence : So that nothing can be objected 
to their Teſtimony, but what may to all Te- 
ſtimony whatever, viz. that tis not the 


higheſt Evidence Things are capable of; for 


ſince here is the Teſtimony of Men that had 
no Intereſt to deceive, and that could not, 
well be deceived themſelves, there is no- 
thing to invalidate their Teſtimony. It 
would indeed be greater Ev you if theſe 
Witneſſes were all Enemĩes inſtead of Friends 
to Chriſt : But why ſhould we ſtop there? 
It would ſtill be greater Evidence to me, if I 
could ſeeChriſt myſelf; and then, at this Rate, 
we muſt be ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of 
the Evidence of Senſe ; and in a little While 
we ſhould ſoon ſpy ſomething or other in 
that, ſhort of abſolute Certainty ; and then 
at laſt we muſt come to this to expect the 
higheſt Evidence for every Thing: (7.) They 
were Works the moſt difficult ro be concei- 
ved, and ſo difficult ſome of em that they 
had been reckoned impoſſible, even to 
the Divine Power; ſuch as railing the 
Dead: And in this Inſtance we may ob- 


ſerve, there is a * Diſcovery of a 


M Divine 
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Divine Interpoſure ; for tho' it may not be a- 


bove the Power of a Creature to make the 
hamane Body fit to receive the Soul again, 
yet we can't ſuppoſe the departed Spirit ſent 
down to rcanimate it, but by a particular 
Permiſſion of the Father of Spirits. (s.) 
There were no ſuperior Works wrought in 
Oppoſition to em; on the contrary when 
there ever was any Competition, Chriſliani- 
ty always proved victorious; as in the Caſe 
of Philip, and Simon lllagus, As 8. (o.) To 
complcat all, they wereſuch Works as could 
not be natural Effects, z. e. ſuch Things as 
would happen according tothe common Me- 
thod of God's Government of the World. 
For tis certain when humane Bodies are laid 
in the Grave, they do not commonly riſe up 
again, as Corn ſprings out of the Ground 
where twas ſown. Neither could they be 
performed by the Art of Man: For whate- 
ver Art Men may have of curing Diſtempers 
by ſtrange Means, yet ſurely not by noMeans 
at all; at a Diſtance; meerly by a Word's 
ſpeaking, ec. And tho the Imagination may 
have great Effect in curing ſome Diſtempers, 
yet not chronical ones: Never was a Man 
born blind cured in that Way. Neither cou'd 
they be performed by Evil Spirits, becauſe 
of the Contraricty of the Doctrine to their 
Tempers and Deſigns: And if it could pol: 
ſibly be ſuppoſed that good Spirits might 

aſſiſt 
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aſſiſt a Pretender to a Divine Commiſſion, 
in Order to promote ſome good Deſign 
in the World, yet can't it be ſuppoſed God 
would ſuffer ſuch a Thing to the unavoida- 


ble Deception of Mankind, and tothe ren- 


dring it impoſſible for himſelf to give any 
Revelation to Mankind with ſufficient Evi- 
dence. 

The Miracles then of Chriſt, and the Apo- 
ſtles muſt be wrought, either mediately or 
immediately by God, to atteſt that Doctrine 
they pretended to bring from him. Tothis 
Argument of Miracles we may add that of 
Chriſt's Predictions concerning future E- 
vents. Now as the Force of that Argument 
lies here, v/S. That ſuch Things were pre- 
dicted as could not have been gueſſed at from 
the Diſpofitions of Men, c. but diſco- 
ver'd a Divine Interpoſure, ſo we muſt in- 

ſtance in ſome ſuch. Our Saviour then pre- 
dicted his own Reſurrction, and how 
that diſcovered the Divine Interpoſure 1 
have already ſhewn: He alſo forctold the 
Progreſs of his Religion in the World, its 
ſpreading ſoon over the whole Roman Em- 
pire, which, in the Circumſtances in which 
it then was, could not have come to paſs 
without the Divine Providence. That ſuch 
a Religion as that of the Bleſſed eus, ſo 
contrary to the Humours, Vices, and Senti- 


ments of Mankind, ſhould, within one Age, 
M 2 | ſpread 
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ſpread itſelf ſo far, not only without any 
humane Means, as Power, Policy, Wit, 
Learning, &c. but againſt all theſe, was 
wholly incredible, and, according to hu- 
man Probability, could never haye been ſup- 
poſed. If it be ſaid that tho' theſe Things 
were wholly improbable, yet our Saviour 
might ſpeak 'em at random, and they might 
afterwards happen to come to pals juſt as 
he had ſaid ; I anſwer, any one but a Mad- 
man, when he threw out Prophecics at 
Random, wou'd put the Time of their Ac. 
compliſhment a little farther off, and not 
ſpeak of Things that were to happen with- 
inanAge, which, not falling out right, would 
cruſh his Religion beſore it could have taxen 
any Head. Nothing now remains but to 
ſhow how the ancient Prophectes of the 
Meſſiah agreed to our Saviour. His own 
Miracles and Predictions prove that he came 
from God: But in Ordef to prove that he 
was that particular Perſon, mark'd out in the 
Zewifh Books, and deſcribed as ſent on a 
particular Errand, an Agreement muſt be 
thown in the Circumſtances, of his Birth, 
Life, c. to the Characters therein given 
of that Perſon; eſpecially when he actually 
appealed to em himſelf. Now the Chara- 
cters of the Meffah in the Old Teſtament are 
ſuch as theſe, viz, That he ſhould be born 
a little before the Jeuſb Government was 

quite 
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quite diſſolved, of the Tribe of Juda, 
of the Family of David, &c. all which 
were exactly fulfilled in 7eſus, as may be ſeen 
in the Hiſtory of the Goſpels; the Authen- 
ticalneſs of which ſhall be hereafter proved. 
The only Difficulty is about thoſe Prophe- 
cics of the Meſſiah that have not been 
fulfilled ; ſuch as thoſe that ſpeak of all Na- 
tions being gathered to him; of Iſraels 
being reſtored, and made happy under his Go- 
vernment; of the flouriſhing and abounding 
of Truth, Peace, and Goodneſs in the World 
at his coming. Now to this I anſwer, that 
there are plainly TwoComings of the Meſſiah 
mentioned; the one to ſuffer; the other to 
reign Gloriouſly ; the one to deſtroy the Re- 
bellious; the other to reſtore the obedient 
eus. That the Meſſah is prophecied of 
as Suffering is plain from I/. 53, and Dan. 
9. And ſome of the Jeu have been ſo ſen- 
ſible of it, that therefore they havecoinedT wo 
Meffiahs ; but the Truth is, that both the 
Suffering and the Glorious State arc ap- 
plied to one and the ſame Perſon; and he 
is firſt deſcribed as coming toSutter, and then 
as advanced to his Glory. Now this gives 
a clear Account of the whole Matter. .The 
Prophecies relating to his Firſt Coming to 
Suffer have been fulfilled: At the Time of 
this Firſt Coming the City and Sanctuary 
were deſtroyed, as prophecicd Dan, 9. — 

t " 
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that in ſuch a Manner, as ſcemed to diſcover 
the Providence of God engaged againſt the 
Fewiſh Nation. Now were vaſt Numbers 
of the Jews, who had all Opportunities for 
enquiring into the Truth of the Facts, con- 
vinced of the Divinity of Jeſus Miſſion; 
which cou'd not have been, if his Prcren- 
ſions had not been juſt ; and this is an Ar- 
gument, that the other Prophecies relating 
to their National Converſion and Reſtora- 
tion, will be fulfilled in Time. 

Now were - Multitndes of Heathens, of 
moſt Parts of the then known World, 
brought in; which, in the Way the Apoſtles 
made Converts, could not have been with- 
out Divine Aſſiſtance; and this is a ſufficient 
Proof, that the Fulnets of the Gentiles ſhall 
hereafter be brought in. We may caſily ſup- 
pole that the Prophecies. relating to the 
Peace, Proſperity and Purity of the Church, 
ſhall be fulfilled, when that glorious King- 
dom of the Meſſiah is ſet up, to the Time 
of which they are always. aalen in the 
Prophecies, to belong. 

Therc are many wiſe and judicious Chri- 
ſtians, that are for underſtanding the Pro- 
phecies generally in a Litteral Senſe, as well 
as the Jews ; tho' both muſt allow that 
there are Figures uſed in ſome Expreſſions. 
Herein they both agree, that the Meſſiah 


is to reign glorioufly over all Nations; 
that 


687) 
that he is to deliver the Zews, and reſtore 
them to their own Land, aud their former 
Priveliges; that then the Gentiles alſo arc 
to come into the Church, and Idolatry, Per- 
ſecution, Cc. are to be deſtroyed: That 
the Meſſiah will ſucceed to the Throne of 
his Father David, and reign over the hole 
Houſe of Iſrael, till the End of all Things; 
for that the Jews ſhall now revolt no more, 
but be an obedient People, and ſo ever in 
the Favour of God: And this 1, apprehend 
is the main Doctrine of the Oli Teſtament, ' 
and with this exactly agrees the New ; ſee 
particularly Rom. 11. Lu. 1, 32, 33. 

The only material Difference between the 
Jews and Us ſeems to lie here, vig. That the 
eus are willing to underſtand ſome few 
Paſlages in a more litteral Senſe; but now 
provided the main Scheme of the Prophe- 
cies be underſtood litterally, I dont ſec why 
a particular Expreſſion, or Two, may not be 
taken Figuratively. This is certain, the 
witcr Sort of the Fews themſclves arę forced 
to recur'to Figures, in order to explain ſome 
Paſſages; and why then may not the Chri- 
ſtians in order to explain others? I ſhould; 
think no underſtanding: Perſon would con- 
clude, that the Prophecies were not fulfilled, 
if the Things above-mentioned were ac- 
compliſhed, tho* he did not ſee the Meſſzah, 
in human Form, ſitting on that Throne 

| which 
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which was formerly David's at Jeruſalem, 
riding out in ſolemn Pomp to ſubdue his 
Enemies, and deliver his People; any more 
than tho' he did not ſee Fernuſalem rebuilt 
with precious Stones, or Mount Sion rifing 
up in know not what ſtrange Manner, and 
over-topping all other Mountains. Some 
Paſſages mult be interpreted Figuratively,' as 
particularly thoſe which ſpeak. of all Nations 
coming up to Ferrſalem to worſhip, which 
implies a Contradiction in the Nature of the 
Thing: So that upon the whole, ſince many 
of the Characters of the Meſſiah do exactly 
ſuit him, and can ſuit none elſe; ſince the 
Time is now clapſed, and none had any to- 
lerable Pretenſions to be the Meſſiah but 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who appeared within 
that Time; and ſince there are plainly Two 
Comings of the Meſſiah prophecied of, and 
thoſe Things which have not been fulfilled 
in him are plainly deſcribed to relate to 
the Meſſab's Second Coming, which is juſt 
ly ſuppoſed to be yet future; and ſince the 
main Doctrine concerning the Meſſiah, taught 
in the Old and New Teſtament, and believed 
by the ZFews on one Hand, and the ancient 
Chriſtians on the other, is the very ſame, we 
may ſafely conclude, notwithſtanding any 
pretended Difficulties, that he is the Meſſiah 


prophecicd of. 
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N Order to eſtabliſh. the Truth, 0 * | 
[ Facts on which Chriſtianity is built, 
we may argue (1,) From the Conceſſions of 
the Adverſaries: (.) From thoſe Facts which 
have -preſcryed the Memory of Chriſtianity 
in the World: (3.) From the Genuinets and 
Authenticalneſs of the Hiſtorics, in which 
theſe Things are contained. 

(J.) Then from the Conceſſions of the 
Advexſarics. Now, that there was. ſuch a 
Perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth ; that he 1i- 
ved in the Time of Auguſtus in Fudea ; 
that he taught a good Moral Doctrine; 
pretended at leaſt, to work Miracles; had 
ſome Followers in his Litc-Time,z..that he 
gave out, that after he was put to Death, 
he would riſc. again from the Dead ; that 
he was accordingly put to Death, . whilſt 
Pontius Pilate was Governor of Judea ; 
that his Followers, notwithſtanding, ad- 
hered to his Doctrine, and pretended, that 

N their 
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their Maſter was riſen from the Dead, and 
that they had ſeen him, and had the fulleſt 
Proofs of his being ſtill alive; that they 
publiſhed this Story immediately upon the 
very Place where twas ſaid to be done, 
before thoſe that had the ſtrongeſt Incli- 
nation, and all Advantages to have dete- 
cted the Cheat; that upon this they were 
ſeverely puniſhed; that notwithſtanding 
they continued to bear their Teſtimony to 
their Maſter, from whom, if not alive, they 
could receive no Advantage; that they 
were unanimous in their Teſtimony ; that 
notwithſtanding the utmoſt Severity uſed, 
others continually came into the Belicf of 
this Doctrine, meerly on the Credit of 
this Story, and the Pretenſe theſe Perſons 
made to work Miracles; that theſe alſo 
were conſtant and unanimous in their Te- 
ſtimony to what they had ſeen; that in a 
few Years, by this Means, this Doctrine 
was ſpread and gained Credit, not only in 
| Zudea, but over all the Roman Empire, 
and was profeſſed by vaſt Numbers even 
at Nome itſelf: All this is granted by all 
ſober and conſiderate Adverſaries, and the 
moſt Part of it particularly related — Ta- 
citus and Pliny. | 
Now, from hence we may argue the 
Truth of the main Facts on which Chri- 


ſtianity is built; for if the Tendency of the 
Doctrine 


(91) 

Doctrine were ſo pure and holy, and he 
retended to atteſt it by many wonderful 
Works, done in the Sight of all, and on 
this, ſome, even in his Life-Time, that lived 
upon the Spot, and had full Advantages 
for inquiring into the Truth of Facts, 
came into the Belief and Profeſſion of it, 
tho they knew they expoſed themſelves 
to the Wrath of the Government thereby; 
if further he was put to Death for theſe 
Pretenſions of his, when he might eaſily 
have ſaved his Life by quitting 'em, and 
yet could never propoſe any worldly 
Views from 'em : If before this he de- 
clared both to his Diſciples and to others, 
that he ſhould riſe again within ſuch a 
Time, — If his Diſciples gave out, that this 
was done. If they ſaid, they not only 
law him, but converſed along with him, cat 
and drank with him ; that one of 'em felt 
the very Place of his Wounds. If they had 
no Inteteſt to ſerve by this Story, ſince they 
knew the Government was againſt em. If 
they could have no remaining Affection to 
their dead Maſter, when they knew he had 
miſerably deceived em, and expoſed their 
Lives for nothing, — If their Intereſts were 
all the other Way, ſince they knew what 
Hardſhips and Dangers they muſt expoſe 
themſelves to, by charging home ſuch a 


Crime, as the Murder of their Meſſtab, on 
N 2 / the 
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the Rulers, which they certainly did, by 
ſaying, that Jeſus was riſen. from the 
dead. If notwithſtanding they boldly and 
openly did this. — It when they were not 
only a little moacratcly chaſtized, for that 
might caſily be born thro' Obſtinacy, &c. but 
threatned even with Death itſelf, they never 
flinched. Nay, it they bore Death with 
the greateſt Readine(s, rather than quit, not 
a Speculative Opinion, which they might be 
perſwaged of, but a Practical one, which, 
if it were an Error, they could not but know 
to be ſo; and this when, tho” on the one 
Hand, they were expoſed to ſuch Dangers 
for maintaining it, yet on the other Hand 
they could never reaſonably propoſe to 
ſerve any Worldly Intereſt by it. — If c- 
ven at their Deaths no Diſagreement in 
their Teſtimony couldever be produced. 
If at that Time the Cheat was not dete- 
Qed, as it might caſily have been by thoſe 
then in Power, and ſo the Religion been 
cruſhed at once. But on the contrary, if 
it ſpread even among thoſe who, living on 
the Spot, had the beſt Oportunitics of 
knowing the Truth of Facts, and who had 
many National Prejudices againſt Jeſus 
and his Religion; and who knew what 
Dangers they expoſed themſelves to by 
embracing it. If theſe chief Diſciples of 
Fu went abroad into other Parts of 
the 
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the World, even to Nome itſelf, the Seat 

of Learning and Empire, and there made 
the ſame Pretenſions; and alſo pretended 
to confirm what they ſaid by Miracles 
of their own, and yet met with like Suc- 
cels. — If by this Means, without any hu- 
man Policy, Learning or Power, that Re- 
ligion very ſoon ſpread every where, far 
and wide, notwithſtanding /e continued 
and extreme Perſecutions of its Adherents, 
who could never be ſuppoſed to be fo 
ſtrangely attached to Men, they knew (or 
might eaſily have known) to be Impo- 
ſtors, as to ſuffer the moſt cruel Deaths 
for em, when the betraying em would 
generally have ſet em free. If ſuch a Do- 
arine as Chriſts, ſo contrary to the Hu- 
mours, Vices, and Opinions of Mankind, 
pretended to be confirmed by ſuch Works 
as it was, and certainly ſupported by nothing 
elſe, did lo generally prevail: If all theſe 
Things, I ſay, be ſo, then it muſt follow, 


that Jeſus of Nazareth did come from 


God, and this is now plain from Con- 
ceſſions of Adverſaries. 

What we are next to inquire into is, the Tra- 
dition of this Doctrine to us; for without 
that the other will be of no Uſe to us. Now, 
here tis plain, there has always been a 
Succeſſion of Men, that have profeſſed 
* Doctrine: Tho' there have been Dif- 
fereneet 
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ferences amongſt the Men of this Reli. 
gion, in different Ages, and even in the 
ſame Age, yet in ſome of the main Points 
they have all agreed. There has been one 
Day in the Week continually obſerved, to 
cclebrate the Worſhip ſaid to be inſtituted 
by Chriſt, and to inſtruct Men in his Re- 
ligion, for which Purpoſe there has been 
a particular Order of Men ſet apart. The 
Two Jacraments have preſerved the moſt 
material Parts of Chriſtianity : In Baptiſin 
Perſons in a ſolemn Manner took the Ob- 
ligations of Chriſtianity on themſelves ; 
and in the Primitive Church thofe, who 
were converted from Heatheniſin, were, 
before Baptiſm, particularly and for a 
conſiderable Time together, inſtructed in 
Chriſtianity, and at laſt made a ſolemn 
Profeſſion of its Belief: In the Lord's Sup- 
er there is a Commemoration made of 
what Chri/t has done and ſuffered for us, 
particularly of his Death, the Deſign of it, 
and the Benefits accruing to us from thence, 
Some of the main Parts of Chriſtian Do- 
CFrine, as of Chriſts Death, Reſurrection, 
Oc. have been commemorated on parti- 
cular Days: But the beſt and ſureſt Way of 
delivering down this Doctrine to Poſterity 
is by Writing : Now, that we have au- 
thentick Accounts of this Doctrine, J. G. 
in the Four Goſpels, will appear, if theſe 

Things 
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Things be conſidered. (t.) That theſe Books 
are certainly genuine, and belong to thoſe 
Men whoſe Names they bear: For this 
there is uncontrolled Tradition, into which 
at laſt all the Evidence for ſuch Things 
muſt be reſolved. There are no Marks of 
Spuriouſneſs in the Books: No Chrono- 
logy, &c. from whence one ſhou'd gueſs 
em to be of a later Date. They have 
been quoted all along as theirs by vaſt 
Numbers of Perſons in all Ages, and even 
by Julian, &c. (2.) If they were Genuine, 
they muſt be true Hiſtories, For then 
they were publiſhed in that very Age when, 
the Things were ſaid to be done, and 
when, if falſe, they might caſily have been 
detected, and ſo the Religion would in- 
fallibly have been craſhed. Then, they 
wete writ by thoſe, who talked not of 
Things done at a Diſtance from em, or 
many Ages paſt, but of what they were 
Eye-witneſles of, or had from Eyc-witne(- 
ſes; and by Men, who had no Intereſt to 
ſerve by ſuch Stories, nay, who hazarded 
all their Intereſts to propagate ern. 
Then they agree in many Parts with other 
authentick Hiſtories; as in particular in 
the main Story that there was ſuch a Per- 
ſon as Feſus of Nazareth, that had a 
great many Followers, and was put to 
Death under Pontius Pilate, during Tr- 
berins's 
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berius's Reign, which Tacitus relates: 
And in other Particulars they agree very 
well with 7oſephus. Thus they mention 
the ſeveral ſucceſſive Governours in Fudea, 
l juſt as Foſephus docs; as Herod the Great, 
| Archelaus, Herod Agrippa, &c. and the 


High Prieſts among the Jews, as An- 
nas and Caiphas. Joſephus mentions John 
the Baptiſt, deſcribes his Otfice, and gives 
him an excellent Character; and gives an 
Account of Herods putting him to Death: 
Concerning the ſecret Springs of this 
Tranſaction he does indeed differ a little 
from the Evangeliſts ; but that is nothing 
but what is common among all Hiſtorians, 
ſce Antiq. Chp. xviii. Chp. vi. He gives an | 
Account of the putting James the Brother | 
of our Lord to Death, whom he deſcribes 
as a moſt excellent Perſon C. xx. C. viii, | 
He deſcribes Herod Agrippa's Death at Cæ- 
ſarea, in a very extraordinary Manner, after 
his blaſphemiouſly claiming Divine Ho- 
nours, by a violent Pain in his Bowels, 
(which St. Luke more particularly deſcribes 
by his being conſumed of Worms Acts 
xii. Xxxiii.) Zof. Antiq. C. xix. C. viii. Jo- 
ſephus particularly deſcribes that Tax, un- 
der Cyrenius Governor of Hria, which is 
mentioned on Occaſion of the Enrolement, 
made by Auguſtus, at the Time of our Sa- 
viours Birth. L. 2. S. 2. Com. Ats v. 2 "oF 
| On- 
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Concerning the Difference between 7oſe- 
phus and the Evangeliſts about Herodias, 
ſee Dr. Whitby's Note on Mat. xiv. v. 3. 
I have not mentioned the diſputed Paſſage 
in Joſephus, relating to our Saviour, be- 
cauſe I am not fatisficd in its Genuinneſs ; 
but the nobleſt Atteſtation of Foſephus to 
the Truth of the Goſpels is, the Account 
he gives, in his Wars of the Fews, of the 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, ſo exactly agree- 
able to our Saviour s Prophecy. Then ſome 
df the main Facts have been granted by its 
greateſt Enemies, as the Miracles; even by 
the Fews themſelves, who have attributed 
em to Magick, to the Power of the Name 
Fehovah, &. Then there have been no 
Authentick Counter Hiſtories ever pub- 
liſhed, nor ſo much as any Traditions pre- 
ſerved of the Detection of the Cheat. 
The Accounts the Jews have publiſhed, 
beſides that they have granted ſome of 
the main Facts, as the Miracles, have been 
very ridiculous, and even inconſiſtent with 
themſelyes: The eus have no Traditions 
of the Cheat of Chriſt's Miracles: On the 
contrary they own em. They do not 
indeed own his Reſurrection; but then 
they are able to give us no Accounts of 
the Detection of the Cheat. | How calſy 
had it been for em, who had all the Power 
in their own Hands, to have produc'd the 
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dead Body, even tho' it had been ſtolen 
by his Diſciples, which they ridiculouſly 
report from Witnefles that were aflecp! 
And if this had been done, how could it 
ever have been forgotten? Would there 
not have been Hiſtories of this publiſhed 
in that Age, to confront our Hiſtories ? 
Would not the Phariſees have ſpread a- 
bout the true Story, and proved the Apo. 
ſtles Liers to all the World? Would the 
Memory of this ſo remarkable à Thing 
be ever loſt? Would not the ers al- 
ways recur to it in their Diſputes with the 
Chriſtians 4 Muſt not Chriſtianity, upon 
this, infallibly have been cruſhed, ſup— 


ported by no human Means, having Au- 


thority engaged againſt it, and the Facts, 
which ſhould bear up its Credit, detected 
of Cheat? If Chriſts Body had actually 
been produced, and ſo the Fact of his Re- 
ſurrection detected of Falſhood; how ccu'd 
the Zews have depended on the Story, of 
his Diſciples ſtcaling away his Body : Or 
if there were no ſuch Report among em, 
how could the Goſpel-Hiſtory, which men- 
tions it, have gained any Credit? If it be 


ſaid, that theſe Facts have been detected, 


and Accounts of the Detection have been 
publiſhed, but that theſe have been burnt 
by the Chriſtians, particularly the Writings 
of Celſus, Porphiry, &c. To this I an- 
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ſwer, (t.) That tho' theſe Hiſtories have 
been loſt, yet the Tradition would never 
be loſt among the invetcrate Enemies of 
Chriſtianity. (z.) The Writings of ſuch 
Men, as are mentioned, come too late to 
detect the Cheat : This ſhould have been 
done by the Fews of that Age; and then 
it might have been caſily done. (3.) The 
Chriſtians could not deſtroy their Enemies 
Books, till the Roman Emperor Was, be- 
come Chriſtian; but long before that Time, 


if Chriſtianity had been an Impoſture, it 


would have been detected. (4.) Theſe 
Writings are not wholly loſt: Fragments 
are preſerved of em, in the Books of thoſe 
Chriſtians, who anſwered em. And from 
thence we learn, that they were far from 
ſo much as pretending to have detected 
the Cheat of the main Facts of Chriſtianity. 
Celſas V. E. tho he does not believe Chriſt 
wrought by a Divine Power; nay, tho' 
like an Epicuran, he ſeems not to ſuppoſe 
any. Thing ſuper-natural in his Works, yet 
he could not wholly deny the Facts them- 
ſelves. And tho' one may make great Al- 
lowances for the Repreſentations of an 
Adverſary; yet one can't ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Man as Origen would have wrote a whole 
Book, - that ſhould have quite miſtaken the 
State of the Caſe; and ſo miſerably have 
miſ-repreſented his Adverſary, by making 
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him always grant the Fact of Miracles, 
but deny the Reaſoning from em, as would 
have expoſed the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
(s.) If the Writings of ſuch as Celſus 
had been burnt by the Chri/tians, under 
Conſtantine, &c. yet when Julian came to 
the Empire, he would have made Inqui- 
rics into thoſe Things; he would ſoon 
have learn'd how the Goſpel had been de- 
teted of Cheat, and ſo would have fixcd 
an everlaſting Reproach on it, and hindred 
it from ever riſing again. 

(3.) Theſe Hiſtories have been delivered 
down pure and uncorrupt to us; For 
they were from the Beginning in every 
onc's Hand, and quoted frequently, and 
the Quotations very well agree in the 
maine with our preſent Copies. We have 
very few Differences, of conſiderable Mo- 
ment, amongſt the Copies ; much fewer, I 
believe, than in any ancient Book of e- 
qual Bulk: Theſe Books were read in 
Tuſtin Martyr's Time every Lord's Day; 
they were ſoon diſperſed into feveral 
Parts of the World, and tranſlated into 
different Languages; they were preſerved 
as ſacred Books by vaſt Numbers of Peo- 
ple, in moſt Parts of the then known 
World ; they were appealed to by Men 
of different Parties, Intereſts, and Opini- 
ons, who, no doubt, watch'd one another, 

: and 
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and wou'd prevent any Corruptions 5 when 
any have endeavoured to corrupt the Co- 
pies that were in their own Hands, they 
were complained of by others; and there 
was, for a long while, no Temporal Power 
of any Sort of Chriſtians over others, 
by which Means they might have burnt 
the others Copies, and delivered down 
their own corrupted ones. The World 
did not come into the Church *till 300 
Years after Chriſt, and by that Time there 
were ſo many Copies diſperſed into all 
Parts of the World, and fo many Tranſ- 
lations, that there could be no general 
Corruption ; and beſides, if there had been, 
there would have been a Tradition pre- 
ſerved of it by the oppoſite Party; and 
then, in their Turn, when they prevailed, 
they would ſet all right again. Thus 
in Caſe the Arians ſhould, under an Em- 
peror of their Stamp, have endeavour'd to 
corrupt the Copies, the other Party 
would till, very probably, preſerve ſome 
Copies uncorrupt; ot, at leaſt, when it 
came to their Turn to reign, they would 
have ' corrected em again. Then, theſe 
Books were continually quoted for Proofs 
of Doctrine, and by Men of different Opi- 
nions, againſt one another. Great Num- 
bers of Men thought their eternal Intereſts 
e on the Docttines of theſe Books. 

Then 
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Then the Accounts of Doctrines in theſe 
Books agree exactly to the Idea we ſhould 
naturally form of ſuch a Religion, ſo pro- 
pagated as that was, and which we receive 
trom any other ancient Books. - So that 
we have much greater Evidence of the In- 
corruptneſs of theſe Books than we can 
poſhibly have for other Books, which were 
not from the Beginning in ſo many 
Hands; Copics of which were not diſper- 
ſed into ſo many. Parts of the World; 
which it was not the Concern of many 
People to preſerve pure; from which there 
have not been made ſo many Quotations, 
which have not been tranſlated into dif- 
ferent Languages, &c. And yet we receive 
thele Books without Scruple; as, in the 
main, pure and uncorrupt; and they would 
be reckoned over nice, that ſhould pretend 
to call: their Authentickneſs in Queſtion. 
There are no Books of whoſe Purity we 
can be ſo well aflured, as the Statute 
Books; becauſe they have been in ſo many 
Hands, continually .quoted, Mens Intereſts 
have depended on the Preſervation of em, 
they have been from Time to Time ap- 
pealed to, for deciding Controverſies, re- 
lating to the moſt important worldly 
Concerns. 

But then theſe Books have the Advan- 


tage, of em, in that they have been in 
more 
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more Hands, more Copies taken of em, 
which we can comparc, more Quotations 
from *cm, tranſlated into more Languages, 
it has becn a more general Concern of 
Mankind to. preſerve em pure; not the 
Intereſt of one Nation only, but of all 
Mankind have been concern'd in their 
Preſervation: Men of different Nations, 
that could not cabal together, have agreed 
in their Authenticalneſs; and in theſe Re- 
ſpects tis evident theſe Books have much 
the Advantage of the Books of the O 
Teſtament, of whoſe Incorruptneſs, in the 
main, we have yet no good Reaſon to 
doubt. 
Nothing now remains but to ſhow how 

the common People are capable of this 
Evidence for the Facts of Chriſtianity. Tis 
plain they are capable of all the firſt Part 
of the Argument; for they can argue from 
the known Conceſſions of the Adverſarics 
as well as others. Then they may have 
ſome Notion of Chriſtianity, from thoſe 
Inſtitutions which have, in ſome Meaſure, 
'preſerved it.. As to the Books, which con- 
vey theſe Things to em, particularly the 
Four Goſpels ; they are delivered down to 
em, as belonging to particular Men in a 
particular Age and Nation; and they have 
no Reaſon to doubt their Authenticalneſs, 
any more than of Cæſar's Commentaries; 
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nor indeed ſo much, becauſe, as they con- 
tain Matters of more univerſal Concern, 


tis reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, they have | 


becn more narrowly watched. They can 


ſee the Contents of the Books agree with 


their natural Idea of ſuch a Religion as the 
Chriſtian is pretended to be. They can't, 
indeed, be ſatisfied from the Firſt Hands, 
that theſe Books have been quoted in moſt 
Ages; but then they may be very well 
aſſured of this, by the concurrent Teſti- 
mony of Men of different Parties, Inte- 
reſts, c. and ſome of whom can have no 


Motive in this Point to deccive em; and 


they may be alſo ſhown the Quotations in 
Books, that have been tranſlated into their 
own Mother Tongue, Then, when they 
are ſatisfied of the Genuineſs of the Books, 
they are capable of all the Reaſoning from 
thence, to prove em true Hiſtories. 

Laſtly, As to the Tradition of em to us, 


pure and uncorrupt, they are capable of 
ſccing the Evidence for that, from the Facts 
of their bcing ſo often quoted, continually 


read in Churches, tranſlated into differenk 
Languages, Oc. and that theſe Facts arc 


true, they have great Reaſon to believe 


from the concurrent Teſtimony of all 


learned Men, even Adverſaries to Chri/tia- 


nity; juſt as they believe there is ſuch a 
Place as Rome, Paris, &c. which, perhaps, 
they never ſaw, from univerſal Report. 
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c H A P. XV. 


An Examination of the Grodtids 1155 
Reaſons, Ke. 


Come no to the laſt Part of the Argu- 
ment, viz. the Examination of the Grounds 
and Reaſons &c. Now here we muſt firſt re- 
collect what has been already done ofthis Na- 
ture. I have already proyed that Jeſus has 
ſhown himſelf to be a Prophet come from 
God, by the moſt wonderful Works, and 
a moſt holy Doctrine; and to be that Per- 
ſon which was particularly promiſed, the 
Jews, by anſwering: the Characters given 
of him in their Divine Books: I have © 
ſhown that this is the true Foot on which 
Chriſt;anity ought. to be placed, and that 
therefore this Author's Grounds are falſe : I 
haye alſo ſhewn, that no Arguments, 
drawn from ſuppoſed falſe Quotations of 
the Apoſtles, directly affects Chriſtianity, 
becauſe it docs not affect the Truth of the 
Facts on which it is built; and that it 
no way affects it, but as it may be ſup- 
poſed to ſhow, that the Apoſtles were 
not n inſtructed in the Chriſtian 

P Doctrine, 


(106) 
Doctrine, or honeſt cno' to deliver it 
down pure and incorrupt to ſucceeding 
Ages. Now, if I can ſhow that nothing 
that has been advanced about the Pro- 
phecies affects the Credibility of the Apo- 
ſtles Teſtimony, concerning the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, I have effectually gained my 
Point. Let us then conſider this Matter 
a little. We have already ſeen the Truth 
of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, and from thence 
very ſtrong Evidence to convince us, not 
only that Jeſus was a Prophet, come from 
God ; but alſo, that he was that particu- 
lar Perſon prophecied of in the Fewſh in- 
ſpired Books; and that he brought a Re- 
velation frem God, that was to be of Uſe 
to all ſucceeding Ages of the World. 
From hence alone we might collect, that 
the Providence of God would be con- 
cern'd to deliver down this Revelation 
pure and incorrupt to Poſterity. Beſides 
this, Feſus choſe a Number of his Diſci- 
ples, and promiſed to give em his Spirit, 
to bring what he had ſaid to their Re- 
membrance, and to lead em into all fur- 
ther Truth, neceſſary for the eſtabliſning his 
Religion. And that they actually receiy'd 
this Spirit, as a Fulfilment of this Promiſe, 
they proved by the many Miracles they 
wrought; ſome of em greater than what 


TY had done; particularly, the m_ 
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with diverſe Tongues. But then, on the 
other Hand, tis argued, that as this Re- 
velation was deſigned to be of continued 
and perpetual Uſe, ſo if there were not 
due Care taken for the delivering it down 
to Poſterity pure and incorrupt, tis plain 
'twas no. Revelation from God at all; 
and that there was not ſuch Care taken, 
is plain from the falſe Quotations of Pro- 
phecies the Apoſtles made, and their weak 
Arguments from ſuch Quetations; by which 
it appears, that they were not qualified 
for ſuch a Work, and that they cannot 
be depended on. Now, in Order to make 
this a concluſive Argument againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, theſe Three Things muſt be done. 
(1.) It muſt be ſhown, that the Quotations 
depended on, are deſigned Quotations of 
Prophecies, and, as ſuch, uſed for Argu- 
meats. (2.) That if they are, ſuch Argu- 
ments are not ſtrictly concluſive. (3.) That 
in Caſe ſome of em ſhould not hold to be 
ſtrictly concluſive, yet, that they are not good 
Arguments ad homines; or that if they ate 
good Arguments ad homines, tho they be 
not ſtrictly concluſive, that they will not 
ſave the Credit of the Apoſtles Teſti- 
mony. If then, on the contrary, it ap- 
pears, that many of theſe may not be Quo- 
tations of Prophecies at all, that ſome of 


thoſe which arc may be ſtrictly concluſive, 
P 2 and 


(108) 


and that others at leaſt may be good Ar-. 
guments ad homines, and being ſuch will 


ſalve the Honour of the Goſpel, all this 


Author's Argument falls to the Ground. 
I have, in this State of the Cale, put the 
Matter at the loweſt, and ſuppoſed only 
a bare Poſſibility, that theſe Things ſhould 
be ſo: For that is enough to make out my 
Argument, ſince the Proof lies wholly on 
the other Side. I have proved my Point, 
by poſitive Evidence, without the Help of 


any Arguments drawn from theſe diſputed 


Quotations : Theſe muſt therefore now be 
conſider'd as ſo many Objections, and the 
Objector is obliged to make out his own 
Argument, and not we to prove the con- 
trary : Tis eno' therefore, that we prove, 


that theſe Things may poſlibly be fo as we 


ſuppoſe. If beſides that, we prove fome- 


times that very probably, and at other 


Times even certainly, that they are ſo, 
that is all ex abundanti. To begin then 
with the firſt of theſe Propoſitions, vig. 
That many of theſe may not be deſigned 
as Quotations of Prophecies at all, nor 
uſed tor Arguments. And here I muſt firſt 


obſerve, that there is a great deal of Dif- 


ference between a Proof urged againſt an 
Adverfary, as thoſe we have mentioned in 
the Acts, and a Remark made by an Evan- 


gcliſt in the Courſe of the Hiſtory, which 


tis 
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tis not certain he deſigned as a Proof; no- 


thing can be more natural than to ſuppoſe, 


the Evangeliſts might obſerve, as they went 
along, any remarkable Agreement between 


Occurrences which they mention, and an- 


cient Facts or Prophecies mentioned in 
the Old Teſtament. 


To make Way for which 88 


I ſhall conſider the following Things. (1.) 
That there is nothing more common than 
for Words, by Length of Time, to loſe 


their primary Signification, and to ſink 


don to a much lower Senſe than what 


they were at firſt uſed in: This has been 


obſerved by learned Men, with Reſpect to 
the Word Prophecy, and many others. 
Thus therefore it might be in the preſent 
Caſe; and therefore the fulfilling of Pro- 


phecies might, in ſome Caſes, ſignify no 


more, than that an Event exactly anſwer'd 


to what was prophecied of. {2.) This, 


in Fact, is the Caſe with Reſpect to one 
of the Expreſſions uſed by the Evange- 


liſts, viz. Then was fulfilled ; for ſome- 


times it refers to what was no Prophecy 
at all of any Thing, as Mat. ii. 17, Fs 
Sce alſo Mat. xiii. 14. Marc. vii. 6. 
Now, as the Evangeliſts were certainly ſo- 
ber and conſiſtent Writers, ſo tis at leaſt 
moſt probable, they did not deſign theſe 
as Quotations of Prophecics, (3.) There is 
nothing 
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nothing more common, either in the Sep: 
tuagint, or the New Teſtament, than by 
drs, Cc. to expreſs only the Event, 
and not the Deſign ; thus, Pf. xxxi. 4. Fo. 
Til. 37, 39: Ne. i. oi iii. 20. Fo: 
xV. 25. And then that it might be fulfil. 
led will be no more than, then it was ful- 
filled: And tis to be obſerved, that one 
of the Places referr'd to, viz. Fo. xii. 31, 
39. ſpeaks directly of Prophecy; and, if 
one were to judge by the mecr Form of the 
Words, would ſeem to be as expreſs a Quo- 
tation of a Prophecy, deſigned to be ful- 
filled by ſuch an Event, as could be: And 
yet, when one conſiders the Place, it can't 
be ſo, without ſuppoſing, that God de- 
figned the Jews ſhould rejet the Meſ- 
fiah, and ordered Matters to that| End; 
which we cant caſily tuppoſe to be the 
Senſe of the Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment, when tis ſo contrary to thoſe Ac- 
counts of God, which they give us in o- 
ther Places. (4.) Since the Expreſſion, 
that it might be fulfilled, will admit of 
ſo low a Senſe, we are next to conſider 
how *tis actually uſed. Now tis uſed in 
many Caſes, where I think, except we 
have a meaner Opinion of the Writers, 
than what as meer Hiſtorians they deſerve, 
we cannot well ſuppoſe they deſigned a 
Quotation of a Prophecy, as deſignedly 

fulfilled * 


( 111 ) 


fulfilled in a particular Event: For in 
ſome of the Places, the Paſlages referr d to are 
Matters of Hiſtory, and not ſo much as any 
Prophecics at all; So Mat. ii. 15. xiii. 34, 
35. Jo. xix. 36. And here I deſire it may be 
obſerved, that the Argument to prove that 
the Expreſſion, that it might be fulfilled, is 
to be taken in that low Senſe, is the ſame 
exactly as was uſed before, to prove the 
ſame of then it was fulfilled, If the Argu- 
ment therefore be_ concluſive in one Caſe, 
it muſt be in the other. (5.) There is an 
eaſy Account to be given of this Matter, 
vis. How ſuch an Expreſſion as that it 
might be fulfilled, ſhould loſe its ancient 
Force: And how the Evangeliſts ſhould 
uſe ſuch an Expreſſion, only to denote a 
Similitude of an Event to one anciently 
predicted. We find Expreſſions much like 
this, in Uſe, even amongſt us now. When 
any Thing happens exactly anſwerable to 
What is ſpoken of in Seripture, we com- 
monly ſay, That now is ſuch a Scriptute 
Fulfilled: And Religious Perſons amongſt 
us do very often make ſuch Applications 
of Scripture, And this might more caſily 
be ſuppoſed of the Fews, who had ſuch a 
prodigious Veneration for their Scriptures; 
and therefore were ready to apply 'em on 
all Occaſions ; and who, beſides, had a great 
Notion of myſtical Interpretations.” I will 
| not 
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not ſay, that the myſtical Interpretations 
of Prophecies were ſo ancient; I own I 
ſee nothing of it in the Chaldee Para- 

hraſcs, nor in Foſephus: But tis certain, 


from Philo the Few, and from the Apo- 


ſtles Way of reaſoning to the Hebrews, 


and from Barnabas Epiſtle. that they had 


ſuch a Way of interpreting Hiſtories, (and 
ſome of the Evangeliſt's Quotations are 
from Hiſtories, as Mar. ii. 15. Fo. xix. 
36.) Now, it muſt be remcmbred, that 
the Evangcliſts ſome of em were Jews 
themſelves, and therefore would be natu- 
'Tally led to make ſuch Applications of 
Scripture, eſpecially when they writ partly 
for the Uſe of the Fews, who would ex- 
pect to ſee ſuck Things in their Hiſtory 
and poſlibly, for this Reaſon, we meet with 
moſt of theſe Things in the Goſpel of 
Mathew, which the Ancicnts tell us was 
Originally writ in Hebrew for the Uſe of 
the Jews. (6.) If it were granted, that 


we dre, Oc. always ſignify the Intention, 
and not only the Event, yet the main 


Controverſy turns on the Senſe of the 
Expreſſion then was fulfilled ; for if that 
be capable of a looſe Senſe, all the Argu- 
ment falls to the Ground ; for then it 
will be no more than ſaying, That God 
order'd ſuch a Thing to be done, in Order 


to anſwer ſuch an Event, or agree to ſuch a 
Paſſage 
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Paſſage in the Life of ſome Perſon: under 
the Old Diſpenſation, &c. I know but 
one Thing that can be objected to this 
Account; and that is, that ſuch Obſerva- 
tions of the Evangeliſts would ſeem tri- 
fling; but then, beſides what has been 
already hinted of the Expedience of ſuch 
Obſervations, in Compliance with a Na- 
tional Cuſtom, ſome of theſe Paſſages re- 
ferr d to might be real Prophecies of ſuch 
an Event mentioned, and then the taking 
Notice of em would be of great Conſe- 
quence. All that I contend for is only, 
that this can't be coneluded from themere 
Force of the Expreſſions, hen was fulfilled, 
or that it migbt be fulfilled ; and that there- 
fore many of thoſe Places may only contain 
Alluſions to Paſſages in the Old Teſtament. 
Now theſe Obſervations will carry us thro”: 
ſome of the greateſt ' Difficulties in this 
Matter, which 'generally+ lie in the Gol- 
pels; particularly, they will fully clear that 
in Mat. ii. 15. Out of Egypt have I call 
my Son: And I humbly propoſe it to the 
Conſideration - of the Learned, whether: 
this be not the beſt Way of ſolving the 
Difficulty of Mat. i. 22, 23. For tho' Mr. 
Whiſton has ſhown very well, that what is 
ſaid in 15th and 16 VJ. of I/. vii. may refer 
to 1/azah's Child, that he had then with 
him, yet there is one Difficulty that ſtill 
«) remains, 
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remains. viz. How the Birth of a Child, 


ſeveral Hundred Years to come, could be 


a Sign to the Mewof Judah then preſent. 


Toanſwer, that ſince the Meſſiab was to 
be of the Houſe of David, a Promiſe of 
his coming ſecur'd *em that they ſhould not 
be deſtroyed, -does not fully reach the 
Point; fince this was no Security to em, 
but from the Veracity of God: And the 


ſame Veracity of God would 'cqually ſe- 
cure em by a bare'Promile of their Deli- 


verance, without the Promiſe of the Birth 


of ſuch a Child at all: Indeed it may be 


ſaid; that it was a farther Confirmation of 
their Faith, which was in Danger to be 
ſhaken by ſo great Fears as they were at 
preſent under, to refer em to ancient Pro- 
miſes which they firmly believed; and that 
this was done here, by referring 'em to the 
Promiſe of a great Perſon, of the Tribe of 
Judah, and Sced of David, (under which 
Characters the Meſſiah was repreſcnted 
long before this Prophecy) born of a Vir- 
gin, of the Seed of a Woman alone, as 
ſeems to be intimated in the firſt Promiſe, 
by whom God would work great Deli- 
verance for em, and diſcover his peculiar 


and extraordinary Preſence with em, which 


again was the ancient Character of the 
Aab. 
But 
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But then the Difficulty returns how: 


this could be a Sign: A Sign in Scrip- 
ture ſignifies ſomething ſenſible; ſome- 
thing that is done before Mens Eyes, to 
confirm em in the Bclicf, either of ſome- 
thing paſt, as that God has ſent a particular 
Perſon; ſo Ex. iii. 12. or elſe of ſome- 


thing to come: But a Parallel Inſtance: to 


this, where ſomething to be done at the Di- 
ſtance of many Hundred Ycars is made x 
Sign; or where a paſt Promiſe, not yet ful- 
filled, is made the Sign of the Fulfilment 
of another Promiſe, there is none, I be- 
lieve, in all the Bible. According to this 
Interpretation, the Conception of the 
Virgin was not the Sign, ſo much as the 
ancient Promiſe of ſuch Conception, Which 
ſeems not to agree ſo cxactly wich. the 
Letter o6 the Ter. vii 6 


Aera, Baabe nd 


any Thing of this to determine poſitively, 
that this is not a Prophecy of the Mefrah. 


There are great Difficulties in the Fewsſh 


Interpretation ; as that it ſeems unaccoun- 
table, how a young Woman's havingaChild, 
in an ordinary Way, ſhould be a Sign, or 
Wonder from God; that the Words in 
V. ts. ſeem to refer to Shearjaſbub, 
whom the Prophet was ordered to bring 
with him for that very Purpoſe, as is pro- 


bable z and that there is another Son men- 
— - tioned 


* 
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tioned in the 87% Chap. by a Name diſtin 
from both the Virgin's Son, and the Pro- 
phet's in this Chapter, before which Child 
was able to ſpcak plain, which would be 
about the Time the other, Shearjaſhas, 
was come to Years of Diſcretion, the” Thing 
the Prophet was ſpeaking of was to come 
to paſs: But tho the Birth of the Virgin's 
Son be given as a Sign, that the Houle of 
David ſhould not be deſtroyed ; yet there 
is nothing ſaid of the Departure of the 
Two Kings, before that Child ſhould come 
to ſuch an Age. All therefore that I de- 
ſign, by what has been ſaid, is to ſhow, 
that in Caſe this ſhould really not be a 
Prophecy of the Meſſiab, it does not affect 
the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, ſince tis not 
certain the Evangeliſt quotes it as ſuch. 
Upon the whole Matter, one of theſe 
Things, I think, muſt be allowed; either 


that an ancient Promiſe not fulfilled, is, 


ſaid to be a Sign of ſomething that was to 
be done for God's People; in which Senſe 
the Word Sign is never uſed in any other 
Place of Scripture; or elſe, it muſt be ſaid, 
that this whole Paſſage is out of it's true 
Order in the Prophets, contrary to the 
Faith of all ancient Copies and Verſions, 
and to the Readings. of the moſt ancient 
Fathers; or elſe, laſtly, it muſt be ſaid, that 
the wee * is taken in its common 

| Senſe, 
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Senſe; and that it was wrought at that 
Time, when the young Woman, the Pro- 
phet took to him Chap. viii. brought forth a 
Son. I leave every one to his own Judg-' 
ment; tis enough that, upon the preſent 
Suppoſition, I have ſecured the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity againſt the Deiſts. There is 
another Way that ſome very learned Men 
have taken to clear this, and other like 
Difficulties, and that is by recurring to a 
double Senſe of the Prophecies ; but then, 
tis plain, that Prophecies ſo interpreted do 
afford no Arguments for any Caule ; ſince 
we cannot certainly diſcover em to have 
ſuch a double Senſe, till this be ſhewn by 
other inſpired Men, whoſe Authority is 
then ſuppoſed, whereas tis the very Thing 
in Queſtion. And tis obſervable, that 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles refer to Prophe- 
cies, to ſupport their Authority, and do 
not by their Authority, otherwiſe proved, 
ſupport a certain Senſe of the Prophecies. 
Chriſt. ſends the Fews, who denied his Au- 
thority, to Moſes and the Prophets, and 
ſays, That if they believed em, they would 
believe him. The Apoſtles argue with Un- 
believers, from the Prophecies, that Jeſus 
was the Meſſiah, or that Great Perſon therein 
ſpoken of; and commend thoſe, who not 
taking what they ſaid on Truſt, ſearched 
the ' Scriptures, to {ce whether theſe Things 
1029) were 


| 

| 
_ 
| 
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were ſo. In the Way of Argument there- 
fore tis plain this Notion is perfectly uſe- 
leſs. If a Prophecy. was certainly deſigned 
to foretel one Event, which actually came 

o pals accordingly, how ſhall we prove 
that it had a Neferrence to any other? 
Wie may indeed fancy, that ſome Expreſ- 
ſions are too high, and muſt look beyond 
that Event, &c. but that Dithculty will ea- 
fily be ſolved, by our. Unacquaintedneſs 
with the Idioms of the Language, by. the 
imperfe&t Accounts we have of the Event, 
Cc. So that theſe double Senſes of Pro- 
phecies can never be proved, ſo as to be 
uſed as Arguments, and ſo are perfectiy 
uſeleſs; then they bring in a Way of in- 
rerpreting Scripture quite contraty to that 
of all other Authors: And there is no 


Need of any ſuch Suppoſition, ſince that, 


which we now go upon, ſolves all the ſame 
Difficulties every whit as well; and then 
avoids all the Inconveniencies which the 
other is preſſed With. In our Way the 
Old Teſtament is to be interpretted in one 
le Senſe, as all other Books; and the 


| New Teſfament quotts the Old, in the 


Way that was commonly then in Uſe a- 
mong the Jews. From what has been 
ſaid, we may caſily clear many of our Sa- 
wUour's Quorations of the Old Teſtament, 


concerning himſelf; for oftentimes they 
ſeem 
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to be only Alluſions. Thus, when he ſays, 
Mat. xxi. 42. Did ye never read in the 
Scripture, the Stone which the Builders re- 
jected, the ſame is become the Head of the 
Corner; tis, as if our Saviour had faid, Tho 
von now rejett and diſpiſe we; that is no Ar- 
gument of ' my being forſaken of God: Tis 
no uncommon Thing with God to deſign 
thoſe for the Heads of his People, Who 
were moſt diſpiſed by the Great: Maſters in 
Iſrael: And ſo it er to n _ 
merly, 

Indeed ſometimes our Ubi ſeonks ws 
quote ſome Paſlages as Prophecics of him- 
ſelf, particularly Mat. iv. where he refers 
to ſeveral Characters of the Meſſiah; ſome! 
of which indeed may not refer'to any Pro- 
phecy, becauſe they imply a miraculous 
Power, which was always the Character 
of a Prophet of God; but the laſt, v8. 
That the Poor have the Goſpel pn 


eacbe to 
em can be the Character of the Meſſab no 
otherwiſe, than as it is the Fulfilment of! 4 
Prophecy. Now the Prophecy referr'd to, 
ſeems to be that in I/. Ixi . which ſeems 
plainly to refer to the M̃ſſiab; as the! 
Context, both before and after, concerning 
the great Reſtoration of the 7e, would: 
calily ſead one to imagine. The only Dif- 
ficulty is, how the  Mefrah ſhould be in- 
troduced in the Prophecy, as ſpeaking con- 

| cerning 
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cerning himſelf; but to this we have a 
parallel Inſtance * xlix.- where there 
are ſome Paſſages that, I think, can well be 
applied to no other; ſee Ver. 5, 6. This 
fame Prophecy is alſo referr'd to by our 
Saviour, Luk. iv. 21. where he tells em, 


That this Day was this Scripture fulfilled 


in their Ears; by which, I don't think, tis 
neceſſary to underſtand, that then the Pro- 
phecy had it's full Accompliſhment (for it 
ſeems rather originally to refer to Chriſts 
Second Coming) but that the Prophecy re- 
ferr d to him, and exactly ſuited theſe Acti- 
ons which he had lately performed, - 
And thus, I have now finiſhed the firſt Pro- 
poſition. I come to the Second, viz. That 


there are ſome of the Apoſtles Quotations, 
that may be Quotations of Prophecics, and 


their Arguments from which may be con- 
cluſive. Now here 1 muſt. obſerve, (I.) 
That the propereſt Place to look for theſe 


is in the Ads; for there only we have the 


Apoſtles Diſcourſes with Infidels, and the 
Arguments they uſed to convince em ſet 
down. (2.) That ſince it has been already 
proved, that no Arguments from any dou- 
ble Senſe of the Prophecies can be conclu- 
ſive, it muſt be ſhown, that the Apoſtles 
always argued, with Unbelicyers, from the, 
ſingle Senſe of em; and this may be caſily 


done. Thus, Acts ii. St. Peter argues at 


large 
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large from Pſ. xvi. and endeavours to ſhow 
that the Words he quotes from it, did not 
at all belong to David, and could belong 
to none but the Meſiah: From v. 15, to 
31. the Apoſtle ſays, That David ſpake 
* theſe Things not at all of himſelf, but of 
the Meſſiah; that being a Prophet, and 
knowing that God had ſworn with an 
Oath to him, that of the Fruit of his Loins, 
he would raiſe up Chriſt to ſit on his Throne, 
* he ſeeing this before, ſpake of the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt. Here you may obſerve 
that, quite contrary to the Way of the 
Moderns, the Apoſtle docs not make the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeak of himſelf; but in ſuch a 
Manner; as if his Words have a further Re- 
ference in the Intention of the Holy Ghaſt, 
even directly and deſignedly of the Meſſiah. 
And thus he argues from Pf. cx. u. 34. 
See allo Acts, viii. v. 34, 35. Adds, xtii. 
33, 34, 35. I ſhall now ſet my ſcif to 
examine this Mattcr particularly, and ſhow 
from the As, where the Apoſtles Diſcour- 
ſes ate recorded, and their Arguments with 
Infidels ſet down; that ſome of theſe u 
be, and that all may be concluſive, for any 
Thing, is proved to the contrary. _ 

The Firſt is that, As, ii. quoted by St. Pe- 
ter from Joel, ii. 28. concerning the Eu- 
Jon of the Spirit in the latter Days : Now, 
here tis to be obſerved, the Apoſtle only 
R 1 ſays, 
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ſays, Thar ſuch Effuſcon of the Spirit, as 
they ſaw, was what Zoe! had prophecicd 
of: Tis not neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that he 
meant, as if that Prophecy had a peculiar 
Reference to that very Time: The Pro- 
phet ſeems rather to have a peculiar Refe- 
rence to the remarkable Effuſion of the 
Spirit, at the Time when Lrael ſhall be 
gathered to him. Com. Ezek. xxxix. 29. 
And thus this will be very well connected 
with the following Chapter; many Parts of 
which ſcem to have a very plain Reference 
to the Time of the great | Reſtoration 
of the Jews: See particularly, v. 2. 
Zach. xiv. 4. iii. 12. The Wonders ſaid 
to be done here in the Heavens, are men- 


tioned again Chap. iii. 15. on Occa- 


ſion of the Deliverance God would work 
for his People from their Enemies. And 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord, 


ſeems to be the Time when God would 


reckan with the Nations for their Cruelty 
to his People: Chap. iii. v. 2. Deut. xxxii. 
36. ech. xiv. 12. and when he would 
puniſh thoſe amongſt the Fews that were 
diſobedient: Pf. l. J lxvi. Mal. C. iii. 
and iv. There ſeems to be an Inſtance paral- 
lel to this, Mat. iii. 3. concerning John, 
where tis ſaid, that he is the Perſon ſpoken 


of, 1f. xxxx. 3. and ſo he might ; and yet, 


what is there ſaid of him may have a pecu- 
liar 


(123) 
liar Reference to the Time of his Second 
Coming, before the Second Coming of 
Chriſt; "if he ſhall, as ſcems not improba- 
ble, be then alſo Chriſts Harbinger. See 
alſo Marc. i. 2. Compare Mal. iii. 1, 2, 

3, 4. throughout. 5 
The next Quotation, in the ſame Chap- 
ter, is from Pf. xvi. 10. That this Place 
is rightly applied to the Meſſiah by the 
Apoſtle, and that his Argument fromthence 
is good, will appear, if we conſider theſe 
Things: (T.) Tis plain the Expreſſions, in 
the Palm, are not to be:underſtood figu- 
ratively, as if he meant no more, than that 
God would not leave him in his Troubles; 
but would deliver him; for v. 9. when 
he had ſpoken of the Joy, which he had 
in his Mind at the Senſe of God's Preſence 
with him to ſupport, comfort and reward 
him, he brings in alſo a very beautiful Fi- 
gure; his Fleſh or Body as rejoicing too, 
from 4 View that itiſhould be delivered 
from the Grave, and that eventhere it ſhould 
not ſee Corruption. (2.) The Pſalmiſt can: 
not mean, that tho' his Body ſhould be 
corrupted in the Grave; yet it ſhould not 
always lie rotting there, but ſhould at laſt 
be raiſed up: For the Phraſe won't bear 
that Signification. The Words in the He. 
brew, ſignify,” Thou wilt not leave my Soul 
or Life, in Hades or the Grave, neither wilt 
K 3: thou 
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thou give thy Holy One to ſee Corruption: 
And ſo the Lxx. and to the fame Effect all 
the other | Verſions, Now to ſce Corrup- 
tion is an Hebraiſm, and ſignifies to be 
corrupted, as to fee Life is to live, to ſec 
| Death is to die. Now, as it would be 
1 improper to ſay, 4 Perſon ſhall never ſee 
[| Death, becauſe, he ſhan't be always under 
. the Power of it : So it would be improper 
| to ſay, a Perſon ſban t ſee Corruption, becauſe 
he ſban't be always in that State. The Scrip - 
ture Expreſſion, for not being always in a 
State a of Death is, à wn Sroghm Svrva Tor 
| s ey din. He: ſhall not ſee Death for 
1 ever. Jo. viii. 51. Cam. Jo. xi. 25, 26. The 

| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Hebrew Word here tranſlated Corruption, 
and ſo the Greek Word that anſwers it in 
the Lxx. ſignifies either Corruption and 
Rotteneſs, or, the Pit of Corruption, into 
| which Bodies are thrown to corrupt. Now 
Þ it can't ſignify. the latter here, ' becauſe, 
| whether the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks in his own 
| 


= Name, or the Mefrab's, they were both 
5 thrown into the Pit of Corruption; and 
| this he had expreſſed before, when he ſaid, 
| Cod wwould not leave his Life in the Grave. 
It muſt therefore here ſignifythe former; and 
then it agrees only to the Meſſiab, as the 
Apoſtle reaſons. It ſhould ſeem the Pſal- 
miſt refers this particularly to his Body, 
and does not mean only in general, that 
when 
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when he died, he ſhould not be utterly 
loſt : And being reterr'd, particularly to the 
Body, I think, it can ſignify but one of 
the two Things mentioned above. The 
Corruption or Deſtruction of the Body, is 
it's turning to Duſt and Putrefaction; and 
becaule this is, in the common Courſe of 
Nature, ſoon done when it is laid in the 
Graye, therefore the Receptacle of the 
Body, after Death, is called by the ſame 
Name of Corruption or Deſtruction. In 


ſhort, the Pſalmiſt in other Places, expreſles 


his being deſtroy'd, by going into the Pit 
of Deſtruttion, in which Bodies are cor- 
rupted and deſtroyed ; and yet here he ſup- 
poſes, he ſhould deſcend into the Pit, 
(which he calls Hades) and yet ſhould not 
be corrupted or deſtroyed. See Pſal. xxx. 
9. Pſal. ix. 15, 35. lv. 23. (3.) There 
is no Difheulty in ſuppoſing the whole 
Pſalm belongs to the Meſſiah, ſince there 
is nothing in it but what will very well 
ſuit him: And as the Meſſiab was a Few 
born, he might very well expreſs himſcif, 
as he does, v. 4, 5, 6. concerning his Ad- 
herence to the God of Iſrael, in Oppoſition 
to all the Gods of the Neighbour Nations; 
and the Satisfaction he had in having him 
for his Portion, and having his Lot caſt 
amongſt his peculiar People. And ſo 
e may (appole the whole Pſalm, as 

ſpoken 


p 
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ſpoken by the Meſſiahb; and there ſeem 
to be other Inſtances like this; as V/. 
xxii. which is exactly fitted to the Meſſiaſ 
in his Sufferings; and ſome Parts of it 
can't ſuit David, taken in their littcral 
Senſe; and there are ſome Parts of it, 
which plainly refer to ſome higher Con- 
cerns, than David's Deliverance from his 
Troubles; ſee v. 27. and as there are 
ſome Parts of it which litterally can't be- 
long to David, lo there are none but what 
will ſuit the Meſſiahb. The 2d. Pſalm, in 
all it's Parts, can ſuit none but the Meſſiah, 


and there is no ſingle Part of it, but what 


exactly agrecs to him. And then it may 


well be ſuppoſed to be framed by the 
Holy Ghoſt, with a View to the Obſerva- 
tions which Chri/t's Diſciples would make 


on his Treatment, and ſo be fitted for 
their Uſe: And accordingly it was, in 
Fact, afterwards uſed in this Manner by 


the Apoſtles. Pſalm  Ixxiv. is fitted to 
the State of the Fewrſh Church, after 


the Deſtruction of the Romans, and formed 
in the Manner of a Prayer, .of the Church 
to God in ſuch Circumſtances; for that 
it does not refer to the Time of the Ba- 


byloniſh Captivity is plain, becauſe, tis ſaid, 


there was no Prophet amongſt em; where- 


as, during all the Time of the Captivity, 


they had a Succeſſion of Prophets; and 
tis 
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tis ſaid, there was none knew how long 
their Miſeries would laſt, which could 
not be true if applied to that Captivity z 
for God had expreſlly told 'em, it ſhould 
laſt but for 20 Years. There is no Time 
after this, that theſe Words can, with any 
Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to refer to: For in 
the Time of Antiochus Epiphanes, there 
was nothing of that Deſtruction of their 
Places of Worſhip, which is here ſo lively 
deſcribed. 

The cii. Pſalm ſeems to be much 
of the ſame Nature, as would appear, if 
we had Time to compare the ſeycral Parts 
of it, with what is faid in the Prophecies, 
concerning the Reſtoration of the Fews. 
See alſo, P/ l. If. xlix. C. liii. 1. Ii. 
1. I would only obſerve farther under 
this Head, that St. Paul ſeems to refer to 
this Prophecy, that the Meſſiab ſhould not 
(ce Corruption, when he ſays, That he was 
raiſed the Third Day according to the 
deriptures, Com. Fo. xi. 39. 

The next Quotation is produced by the 


ſame Apoſtle, in the ſame Chapter, from 


Pſ. cx. Now, that that P/alm refers to the 
Meſſiah is plain. Tis aſcribed to David, 
as the Author; and he was taken for it's 
Author by the Fews in our Saviours 
Time, as is plain from his Application of 
it. Now, David was an abſolute Prince. 

Who 
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Who then could be his Lord but the Meſ- 


ſiah? There was none among the Jews like 


Melchizedeck, both King and Pricſt ; much 
leſs appointed a perpetual Prieſt, when un- 
der the Law, there was but one Order of 
Prieſts in all, and the Prieſthood in that Or- 
der went by Succeſſion from Father to 
Son. But it will more clearly appear that 
this Pſalm belongs to the Meſſiah, if the 
ſeveral Parts of it be compared with o- 
ther plain Prophecies of him: Com. Part. 
V. 2. With If. ii. 3. XXIX. 20. v. 5. 6. 
with P/. ii. ix. And now we may caſily 
ſee the Force of the Apoſtles reaſoning 
from it. David is not aftended into the 
Heavens: His Sepulcher is with us till 
this Day, as he aid juſt before, v. 29. 
Whereas the Perſon he is here ſpeaking ot, 
was aſcended into the Heavens, and had ſat 
down on the Right Hand of God, and was 
znveſted with full Power and Authorit y 


under bim, as Chriſt had diſcovered that he 


was, by the Spirit he had poured out on his 
Diſciples, mentioned, v. 33. 

The next Quotation, Aﬀts, iii. 22. is 
from Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19. The Ar- 
guments that are uſed by Hfilling fleet, &c. 
to prove that that Place refers to a Suc- 
ceſſion of Prophets in the Jewiſb Church, 
do ſeem to ſhow thus much, that that Place 
* not to be urged by us no, that do 

not 
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not, perhaps, exactly know wherein the 
whole Force of the Argument lies, as 
ferittly demonſtrative; but this does not 
concern me, who have never uſed it as 
ſuch:'I am only concerned with it, as tis 
turned into an Objection againſt the Chri- 
ſtians; and therefore, all that I am bound 
to do, is to ſhow, that the Context may be 
cleared, and a fair natural Senſe given of 
the Words on the Apoſtle's Suppoſition z 
and ſo, that his Argument, at leaſt, might 
be concluſive, if we can't now certainly 
diſcover how it muſt have been ſaid, If, be- 
ſides that, any Probability be offcr'd to 
ſhow the true Senſe of rhe Words, that 
is all ex abundants. Moſes is here cau- 
tioning em againſt going to Diviners, &c. 
after the Manner of the Heathens about 
em. Now, 'twas a very good Argument 
againſt this, for him to intimate to em, 
what a clear Revelation God had made of 
his Will to em, already by himſelf; and 
that he would raiſe up another ſuch one 
afterwards, by whom he would take Care 
to reveal to em, all that twas further con- 
venient for em to know; and to which 
Revelation they might have Recourſe on 
all Occaſions. If it be faid, That this was 
no Way to prevent their running after 
Diviners; that nothing would do that 
bur a Succeſſion of Prophets, to whom 
. they 
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they might, in every Age, on all Occa- 
ſions, have Recourſe inſtead of Heathen 
Diviners; I anſwer: A ſtanding Revela- 
tion, which ſhould declare to em, cven 
concerning the future State of their Na- 
tion, whatever was fit for em to know, 
would be of conſtant and perpetual Uſe, 
But a conſtant and uninterrupted Succel- 
ſion of Prophets, tis plain from the Event, 
God did not deſign ſhould be in the Zew:ſh 
Church. The former therefore ſcems to 
be rather a more effectual Argument, eſpe- 
cially when 'tis conſider'd, that ſuch clear 
Revelations, as God made em by Moſes, 
diſcover'd what peculiar Regard God ſhew'd 
em, and how ſafely therefore they might 
depend on him alone for Inſtruction, in 
whatever was neceſſary for em to know: 
And this Argument would hold in full 
Force, thro all ſucceſſive Ages of the 
Zewiſh Church; whereas the other would 
loſe it's Force, whenever the Succeſſion 
of Prophets was broken. As to the Conne- 
Ction, with v. 20. and ſo on to the End, 
that is caſy enough thus: I have men- 
tioned this great Prophet; but, let me 
give you a Caution in the mean Time, 
concerning others that may ariſe with a 
Pretence of the Spirit of Prophecy amonglt 
you, and how you are to judge of them, 
&c. Or thus, Such a Great Prophet ſball 

ariſe 
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ariſe; and now, if, as is natural, any one 
ſhall falſly pretend to be he, thus you are to 
diſcover him. Dr. Srilling ſleet lays, That 
if we don't underſtand this Place of a 
succeſſion of Prophets, we ſhall find no 
Mention of em in all the Law of 
* MoJes, which is not probable. But now, 
beſides that there is here an Intimation of 
a Succeſſion of ordinary Prophets in the 
Fewiſh Church, tho' not conſtant and un- 
interrupted, even upon our Interpretation, 
in the firſt Way of making out the Con- 
nection juſt mentioned (For if between 
Moſes and this great Prophet, there were 
no other true Prophets to ariſe, to what 
End ſhould he lay down Rules to judge of 
em) beſides this, I ſay, there is a clear 
Place of it, Num. xli. 6, 18. 

Thus, I think, it has been fully ſhown, 
that the Words may be interpreted as they 
are by the Apoſtle ; nay, that their Con- 
nection with the Context is clearer that 
Way. Now let us ſce what Probabilities 
there arc, for that Interpretation. (1.) Then 
there is the ſtricteſt and moſt natural Senſe 
of the Word Prophet, to denote a ſingle 
Perſon, as tis uſcd juſt after. (2.) Tis 
expreſsly ſaid, There was no other Pro- 
phet like to Moſes, not only for the Great- 
neſs of the Signs, by which his Miſſion 
was confirmed, but alſo for the Clearneſs 
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of his Revelation. Deut. xxxiv. 10, 11. 


Numb. xii. 6, 7, 3. The aſſuring em 
therefore of the coming of another ſuch 
Prophet amongſt em, would be greater 
Satisfaction to em, and the ſtrongſt Argu- 
ment to perſuade em not to run after o- 
ther Pretences of a Revelation. (3.) This 
Promiſe, of raiſing up ſuch a Prophet like 
to Moſes, is ſaid to be made firſt to Moſes, 
upon the Deſire the People expreſſed, that 
God would not thus ſpeak to em imme— 
diately himſelf, when he was about to re- 
veal his Will to em: Upon which he ap. 
pointed Moſes to be a fort of Mediator 
between himſelf and them; with him he 
converſed, as it were, familiarly, and to 
him delivered a Body of Laws for the Pco- 
le to obſerve, and by him clearly revcaled 


his Will to em. There was no Succeſſion 


of ſuch Prophets as then. The after Pro- 
phets were not Law-givers, but Interpre- 
ters of the Law; and God did not con- 
verſe with em in ſo free and familiar a 
Manner. But one ſuch Perſon beſides, in 
theſe Reſpects like to Moſes, God promi- 
ſed he would raiſe up; and this fully an- 
ſwered their Requeſt: For that now for the 
Future, whenever God was pleaſed to make 
a Revelation of his Will to em, he would 


do it not immediately, and in ſo terrible a 


Manner as at preſent but by a Man like 
| them- 
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themſelves, one raiſed up from their own 
Nation. (4.) The Chaldee Paraphtraſe ſeems 
ro take the Word Prophet for a Single 
Perſon, and not a Succeſſion of Men. (s.) 
The Jews, in our Saviour's Time, ſeem 
to have underſtood this of one ſingle Per- 
ſon, and from thence to have concluded, 
that when the Meſſiah came, one of the 
old Prophets was to be raiſd up to be his 
Attendant. 70. i. 21. Mat. xvi. 14. 
Luk. ix. 19. 

The next Argument uſed to prove Feſus 
the Me ſſiab, is from I/. 53. Related Achs, 
viii. This Prophecy begins ſomewhat ab- 
ruptly at v. 13 of 524. Chap. from whence 
to the End is deſcribed, in ſhort, both the | ö 
Meſſiab's Suſſering and exalted State: And | 
both theſe the Prophet purſues in this liii. =. 
Chapter. He firſt deſcribes his low and 1 
ſuffering State from v. 2. to 10. and from [| 
thence to the End of the Chapter, his 7 
Glorious and exalted State. The Fews 
have been . much puzzled with this 17 
Chapter, as giving a Deſcription of the | 
Meſſiah contrary to their Notions. - Some 
have ſuppoſed, that the Prophet deſcribes 
the Suffcrings of God's People 1fraet : But 7 

bow Iſrael could be ſaid to be ſmitten ar 
for the Tranſgreſſions of Iſrael, I can't f 
conceive, Tis very remarkable, that the 
moſt conſiderable of the Modern Jews, 

have 
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have interpreted the latter Part of the 
former Chapter to the Meſſiah, tho' they 
have applied this Chapter to others, only 
to ſcrve an Hypotheſes; when tis clear, 
that they both deſcribe the ſame Perſon, 
when the Deſcriptions are ſo exactly alike, 
and when the Two Accounts are ſo nearly 
connected together. The Chaldee Para- 
phraſe refers the latter Part of the lii. 
Chapter directly to the Meſſiahb; but very 
ridiculouſly refers Part of the liii. CHapter 
to the Meſſiah, and Part to the People of 
Iſrael; applying often Part of a Verſe to 
the Meſſiab, and Part to the People of 
Iſrael; plainly, becauſe ſome Part of that 
Chapter bore too hard on the Jewiſb No- 
tion of the Me/jjah ; and yet very unac- 
countably refers the laſt Verſe, which ſpcaks 
of his delivering his Soul to Death, wholly 
to him. Grotius has of late interpreted 
that Chapter of Jeremiah, but there are 
many Parts which can't at all ſuite him. 
See particularly v. 5, 6, 8, 12. 

Atts, Xiii. 23. and in ſeveral other Places, 
the Prophecy, concerning the Meſſiah's being 
of the Seed of David, is referr'd to: And 
here, becauſe there is a conſiderable Diffi- 
culty, becauſe of Two different Promiſes 
that were made to David; the one re- 
lating to Solomon and his Poſterity; the 
other, to the eſtabliſhing his Kingdom in 

the 
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the Me///ah, twill be convenient to have 
all the Places, rclating to this Matter, be- 
fore our Eyes. Sce then relating to Solo- 
mon. (1) Kings, ii. 4. Chap. vi. 12, 13. 
Chap. viii. 15, 21. I. Chr. xxii 7. 11. 
Chap. xxviii. 6, 7. 2 Chron, vi. 16. Chap. 
vii. 17. Pſal. cxxxii. 12. Sce relating 
to the Meſſiah, 2 Sam. vii. 1 Chron. 
xvii. v. 11. Pal. Ixxxix. 19. 

See this Promiſe, relating to the Mæſſab, 
afterwards referr'd to, I/. ix. 7. Chap. lv. 
3. Ezek. xxxvii. 24. Hof. iii. 5. From 
all which Places compar'd, tis plain, there 
are Two different Promiſes made; the 
one to Nathan, the other to David im- 
mediately; the one Abſolute, the other 
Conditional; the one relating to latter 
Times, when 1ſrae/ ſhould never be remo- 
ved out of their Country; the other to 
ancienter Times, when, 'tis ſuppoſed, they 
might, nay, intimated they ſhould, for their 
Sins; the one referring to a particular 
Son of David, viz. Soloman, that was to 
be raiſed to the Throne in David's Liſe- 
Time, as accordingly he actually was; the 
other to one that was to be of his Son's, 
and to be raiſed to it after his Death, and 
then be eſtabliſhed in God's Houſe and 
Kingdom for ever. The great Dithculty 
here is, that Solomon ſeems to confound 

theſe 
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theſe Two Promiſes. 1 Kings, viii. 15. 
xx. Compare ii. Sam. vii. 7. 

But now, ſuppoſing this were true, that 
would never prove, theſe two different Pro- 
miſes to be one Promiſe; but only, that 
Salomon did not know them to relate to 
different Things: But becauſe this is im- 
probable, ſince David certainly knew it, 
and therefore probably Communicated this 
Knowledge to Solomon, let us examine 
that Matter a little. 

That, that is hear akin with that men— 
tioned, 2 Jam. 7. is the gencral Introdu— 
Ction to it, v. 16. Now, as theſe two 
Promiſes were very near akin, made on 
much the ſame Occaſion, relating to much 
the ſame Matter, viz. the Eſtabliſhing of 
David's Throne; as the firſt Occaſion of 
God's making any Promile to David, of 
this kind, at all, was the thoughts he had 
of Building an Houſe for God, which was 
what S$o/omon had then in his Eye ; it was 
very proper he ſhould begin his Account, 
with the firſt Occaſion of God's making a 
Promiſe to David: But then, afterwards, 
v. 17. Compare v. 17. with Chron. i. 22. 
7. he begins as it were a ncw, and gives 
a particular Account of the Promiſe made 
to David, concerning his Son, who was 
very ſoon to Build him an Houſe. And 


tis obſervable, that c. v. Where Solomon 
gives 
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gives an Account of the ſame Mattes; he 
gives another Realqn, for David's being 
excuſed from building the Houle, which is 
not mentioned at all 2 Sam. vii. 1. Chron, 
xvii. vi. his unfitneſs, by reaſon of his 
many Wars; but is mentioned when the other 
Pomiſe is made, 2 Chron. xxii., 8, 9. in 
Fer. c. xxxiii, from v. 17. to the End. 
It muſt be owned, the perpetuity of David's 
Kingdom ſeems to be put on another foot, 
Viz, the Succeſſion of Princes in his Line; 
but then we muſt underſtand this, ſo as to 
be agreable to other Places, which expreſly 
make the Promiſe of the perpetuity of Da. 
vids Kingdom in that way, Conditional; 
and the only abſolute Promiſe of that kind 
refers to the Meſſiah, with whom the de- 
parting Scepter of Judab is to be lodged ; 
Cen. xix. 10. and who is to Reign over the 
Houſe of Iſrael for ever: I, ix, 7. Com. 
Jer. xxxiii. 17, 18. with Pf. cxii. 11, 12, 
16, 17. One would be apt to think alſo 
it firſt ſight, that the Pſalmiſt, in P/ Ixxxix. 

underſtood the Promiſe of the Perpetuity 
of David's Kingdom, to refer to a perpe- 
tual Succeſſion of Princes in his Line; but 
tho that be indeed à great Difficulty, yet 
it does not concern our preſent Caſe: For 
however the Pſalmiſt be ſuppoſed to have 
underſtood that Matter, yet ſince, by the 


Account he gives, v. 10. it appears, that 
| T Promiie 
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Promiſe ofa Perpetual Kingdom to KingDa- 
vid was Abſolute, whereas it is Evident, the * 
Promiſe of a Succeſſion of Princes in his Life 
was Conditional ;- there muſt be, beſides 
the Promiſe which regarded Solomon and 
his Poſterity, another which refers to the 
Meſſiah, which is all I am concerned to 
prove. | | | 
The next Quotation is, from P/. ii. 7. 
Thos art my Jon, this Day have I begot- 
ten Thee; which the Apoſtle, Acts xiii. 33. 
Applies to the Reſurrection of the Meſſiah 
from the Dead, when he was begotten 
again to a new Life; declared publickly 
to be the Son of God, and entred on his 
Inheritance as ſuch. That the Apoſtles is a 
natural Interpretation of the Words, I be- 
lieve will not be diſputed, when it is once 
ſhewn, that that Pyalm refers to the Meſ- 
fiah : Now that it does, we have this Evi- 
dence ; the whole exactly ſuits him, and there 
are ſome parts which can ſuit no other; 
particularly, v. 8, 12. 

The next Quotation is in Acts, xiii. 34. 
from I/ lv. 3. to prove; that the Meſ- 
ſiah was never to return again to ſee Cor- 
ruption. The Argument ſeems to be this; 
God promiſed the Fews he would make 
an Everlaſting Covenant with them, (i. e. a 

Covenant he would never break, that he 


would always be their God, and they ſhould 
be 
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de his People: Fer. 35. from. v. 35, to 38. 
Ezek. xxxvii. 23.) even the ſure Mercies 
of David, i. e. the Mefſiah,who was to reign 
over them for ever; Ezek. xxxvii. 25. and 
therefore could not return again to ſee Cor- 
ruption. Thatthis Argument is good, every 
one muſt ſee, if that Chapter refers to the 
Meſſiah : Now, that it does, we have theſe 
probable Proofs, (1.) The Contents of two, 
and part of three preceding Chapters, (2.) 
The Words which immediately follow thoſc 
_ by the Apoſtle, vig. thoſe v. 4. Be- 
old I have given him, i. e. Moſt proba- 
bly David, or the Meſſiab, mention d juſt 
before, for a Witneſs to the People, a 
Leader and Commander to the People 
Which is an Exact Character of the Meſ- 
fab. 2 4 1631 
Acts xxvi. 23. St. Paul refers to Pro- 
phecies, in which it was declared, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould ſuffer ; but firſt, that he ſhould 
be raiſed from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew 
Light to the People, and the Gentiles: For 
the firſt I have Conſidered them already: For 
the ſecond, they come to what I have al- 
ready Conſfidered'; for the Apoſtle. ſeems 
to refer to the Prophecies of the Meſſiab's 
not ſeeing Corruption, and fo being the 
firſt that was raiſed from the Dead, ſo as 
not to Die again ; and for the laſt, that he 
ſhould ſhew Light, or bring a clear Reve- 
12 lation 
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lation of God's Will, not only to the Peo- 
ple of the Fews, but to the Gentiles allo; 
that is, the General Current of the Pro- 
phecies. 

And thus I have, I hope, fully proved 
the Second Propoſition, viz. That many, 
I believe I may now add all the Arguments 
urged by the Apoſtles, againſt infidels, may, 
and that ſome of em muſt be concluſive. 
come now to the Third and Laſt Propo- 
ſition, Vis. That even, tho' we ſhould ſup- 
poſe ſome of the Apoſtles Arguments not 
Concluſive, yet the Conſequence would 
not be, that Chriſtianity wasan Impoſture : 
It can never be prov'd, that the Apoſtles 
- uſed Inconcluſive Arguments, when they 
knew em to be ſuch. The utmoſt then, 
that can be concluded, from the Uſe of 
. ſuch Arguments, is, their want of Know- 
ledge: But then, how does this affect the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity;?; This ſhows, indeed, 
they were miſtaken in ſome Things; but 
does it ſhew they were miſtaken, as to the 
Doctrines or Duties of Chriſtianity ; and 
ſo could not tranſmit em to us! Suppoſe, 
they have interpreteda Place in the Old Te- 
ſtament Wrong, this only ſnews the Spirit had 
not reveal d the Senſe of it to em; and that 
hen left to themſelyes, they were not 
the beſt Criticks: But does this ſhew they 
did. _ the Dofrines of Chriſt, 9 
| / 


( 141 ) 

by their Miracles they Evidenced they had 
the Spirit of Chriſt for this Purpoſe? And 
thus I have now gone thro' what I propoſed, 
and have made out the Propoſitions, I thought 
neceflary,in Order todeſtroy the Force of the 
Arguments made ufe of in the Grounds, &c. 
My Inquires have confined me to the Acts, 
becauſe Ipropoſed, only to Conſider the Ar- 
guments urged by the Apoſtles, againſt the 
Infidels. I don't pretend to be able to give 
a clear Account of all the Arguments uſed 
in the Epiſtles ; but ſhall conclude this Diſ- 
courſe with Two or Three hints, which I 
hope will Obviate any Objections from 
thence, againſt the Chriſtian Religion. 

1. Then! obſerve, we are to view theſe in a 
very different Light, from thoſe recorded in 
the Acts. The One were urged to Infidels, the 
other to Belicvers; the one were urged to 
prove Jeſus the true Meſſiah, the other to 
prove ſome other Point, perhaps relating 
to the Meſſiah, as that he was Higher than 
the Angels, &c. We arc to conſider then, 
before we come to read the Epiſtles, that 
they were not Writ for the Conviction of 
Unbelievers : The Miracles and Holy Do- 
Qtrines of Chriſt, appealed to in the Goſ- 
pels and Acts, did effectually prove him 
to be ſent of God; and the Prophecies re- 
corded to be accompliſhed, did prove him 


to 
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to be that Particular Perſon, that 'twas 
- promiſed ſhould come at that Time. 

Futther, the Miracles which the Apoſtles 
themſelves wrought in Chfiſts Name, did 
prove, not only that ſeſus was Exalted to 
the right Hand of God, and ſo had poured 
out theſe Gifts on em; but alſo, that they 
were his Ambaſſadors, Commiſſioned in an 
Extraordinary manner, to deliver his Will 
to Mankind. 
ln the fotmer caſe the Apoſtles proved from 
the Prophecics, that Jeſus was the true Me/ 
fiah, and appealed to thoſe Men, for the 
Fuſtice of their Arguments, that did not 
believe their Authority. But here they 
ſpoke to Men that were convinc'd of all 
this, and with whom theit Authority was 
already eſtabliſhed. 

In the other, caſe the Apoſtles wppoſed, 
that the Men, with whom they had to do, 
might eaſily fee the paſſages referred to, did 
belong to the Meſſiah, and were fulfilled 
in Jeſus ; if they did not ſee this, they did 
not expect their aſſent to What they T aught : 

Here their Authority was nothing, becauſe 
not yetproved the Men were to be govern- 
cd, only by the intrinſick Evidence of things: 

But now, in the other Caſe, it was enough, 
if thoſe they had to do with did not ſee 
the Contrary; their Authority (already 


Eſtabliſhed) might convince them, that 
ö that 
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that was the Senſe of a Place in Old Teſta- 
ment which they would not ocherwiſe have 
thought tobe ſo. 

2. The Miracles the Apoſtles wenn 
Chriſt's Name, did prove them to be ſent 
of him, to deliver to Mankind that Reve- 
lation he brought from God; becauſe this 
the Apoſtles aſſerted of themſelves, and to 
prove this, wrought thoſe Miracles; but 
then thoſe Miracles don't prove (becauſe 
never brought to prove) that they were ab- 
ſolutely inſpired in every thing, v. g. The 
Miracles St. Paul wrought, - prove, that 
what he delivers as the Doctrines of Chriſt, 
he received from him ; but they: don't prove 
that whatever he aſſerts, when he does not 
vouch Chriſt's Authority for it, nor. ſeem 
in the leaſt to intimate that it came from 
him, was in like manner a Revelation from 
him. | hogk 3 ; 
3. The Miracles the Apoſtles wrought, 
prov'd them infallible, as to thoſe things 
which related to their Office, but not as 
to other things; Chriſt promiſed: the Apo- 
ſtles he would ſend his Spirit, to bring all 
things he had ſaid to their Remembrance, 
and to lead them into all thoſe truths, which 
were neceſſary, for the Eftabliſhing his Re- 
ligion in the World. Thus, it was neceſ- 
ſary, that St. John, who was to relate 10 
many diſcourſes of our Saviour, in _ 

ther 
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ther Language, than what he delivered 


them, and many of which he did not at 
firſt underſtand, ſhould have a particular 
inſpiration for this: But, it was not there- 
fore neceſſary, he ſhould have the ſame 
ſort of inſpiration, for every Minute Cir- 


cumſtance of the Hiſtory. 

4. It does not ſeem neceſſary, in Order 
to the diſcharge of the Apoſtolical Office, 
that all the Arguments they uſe ſhould be 
inſpired. The Reaſon is plain; the Buſineſs 
of the Apoſtolical Office, was, to deliver 
down the Revelation of Chriſt, pure, and 
uncorrupt: It was neceſſary, therefore, they 


ſhould be inſpired as to the Doctrine of 


Chriſt. As to the Proof of it, when known 
to be his, Chriſt's own Miracles Eſtabliſhed 
that; and that F was his, the Apoſtles 
Miracles, in his Name, fully proved. If 
now the Apoſtles, after this, uſed other 
Arguments, it was in Condeſcention to 
thoſe, with whom they had to do; and 
with this view, Arguments ad Homines, 
might be more ſuitable, than thoſe ad rem: 
And for this Reaſon, the Holy Spirit might 


leave the Apoſtles under a Miſtake, as to 
the force of ſome Arguments. | 
The uſe to be made of this Obſervation, 
is, that when at any time we can't ſce an 
3 of the Apoſtles to be ſtrictly 


Concluſive, yct we ſhould confer; he- 
ther 


« _— - 
ther it might not be a Good Argument, 4d 
homines, and if it be, that will effectually 
ſalve the Credit of the Goſpel: Such an Ar- 
gument, ad homines, ſeems to be the Alle- 
gory, Gal. 4. Not as tho the Jews had any ſuch 
particular Allegory, but only they were 
uſed to argue in ſuch a manner; and ſo 
an Allegory from the Old Teſtament, hand- 
ſomly framed, and exactly anſwering in 
all its parts, would be a convincing Argu- 
ment to them: See alſo Gal. iii. 16. = 
5. Before we paſs any Judgment in this 
Matter, we ſhould be- firſt ſure, that thoſe 
we fancy to be uſed as Arguments by the 
Apoſtles, are deſigned as ſuch, and not as 
meer alluſions and illuſtrations: Thus it is 
plain, when St. Paul quotes thoſe Words 
of the 19 h Pſalm, Their Sound went in- 
to all the Earth, and their Wards to the 
End of the World, which are ſpoken of 
the Heavens, and applics them to the A- 
poſtles Preaching ; he deſigned: no Argu- 
ment at all, but only to expreſs his Senſe 
in Scripture Language; and whether that 
may not be the Caſe in ſome other inſtan- 
ces, where Paſſages, ot the Old Teſtament 
are brought in, juſt in the ſame Manner, I 
leave to be conſidered. I have already 
ſhewn, that the Phraſe Then was fulfilled, 
is uſed ſometimes, when only an allu- 
ſion is deſigned ; and the ſame may caſily 
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be proved of the Phraſe,” As it is written 


with which the Quotations in the Epiſtles 


are often uſhered in. 
Now, this notion will give a clear Ac- 
count of ſome of the greateſt difficulties, 


Thus, Nom ix. v. 25, 26. where the Apo- 
ſtle quotes from Hoſea, and applies to the 


Gentiles, hat he had ſpoken of the Jewiſß 


Nation, received to God's Favour again, af- 


ter they had been forſaken by him: And thus, 


v. 27, 28. what Iſaiah ſpeaks of the ſmall 


remains of the Zewzſh Nation, which were 


preſeryed in his Days, the Apoſtle ap- 
plies 'to the ſmall Number of Converts 
among the the Zews to Chriſtianity : And 
in like manner, he quotes 1/azah again, 
V. 29. If there be any Argument in the 
Apoſtles quotations here, it muſt be only 
a General one ; as thus. 

God, I ſay, will call the Gertiles alſo, 
as well as the Jews; and this is no un- 
common Thing with God, to chuſe thoſe 
for his People, that before were at a di- 
ſtance from him; for this Hoſea teſtifis, & c. 
And tho” the greater part of the Jews be 
now rejected, yet that alſo is no uncom- 
mon thing with God; for in 1/aza#'s time, 
tho' the whole Body of the Iſraelites were 
a vaſt Number, yet, but a ſmall Rem- 
nants was deliver'd. 


See 
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See inſtances of Quotations, by way of 
Alluſion, or Illuſtration : Nom. 10. 6. 11. 
8. 8, 36. Heb.- 8, 5. 7.8 

And thus, I have now finiſhed my deſi ign. 
do not intend to enter further into the 
EPpiſtles, but leave that to thoſe worthy 
Perſons, who deſign to treat largely of this 
Argument. Tis enough for my Purpoſe to 
have pointed out ſome few. things, to help 
Common Readers, to ſee through the fal- 
lacy of the Arguments advanced by the Au- 
my — * . N Sc. ani na 
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APPENDIX 


' Concerning M IRACLES. 


Deſi ign in this Diſcourſe, to ew more 

fully the Nature of Miracles. Before we 
can ſettle that matter on ſure Grounds, we muſt 
examine the ſeveral Accounts that have been 
given of Miracles, by learned Men. (1) Then 
ſome define a Miracle to be a Work, which 
in the Judgment df the: Spectator is Super. 
natural: But If this be a true Account of a 
Miracle, ſome vf the moſt conmon Effects 
of Nature And Art would be Miracles, to 
great numbers of Men. But it is impoſli- 
ble, a divine Revelation ſheuld be built on 
ſuch Works as theſe; for, However igno- 
rant Men may be ſatisfied "for a Time, yet, 
every new diſcovery in Philoſophy would 
ſhake the Credit of a Revelat ion no better 
atteſted: Beſides, where is the Evidence of 
the Divinity of a Doctrine, from ſuch works 


us thelc ? How does it follow, that becauſc 
ſuch 
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ſuch a Thing happened, which I cannot 
account for, therefore, that Perſon who ap- 
peals to ſuch an Event, for the truth of his 
Miſſion, does really bring a divine Reve- 
lation? how do 1 know that the Doctrine 
came from God, cxcept there be, ſome way 
or other, an interpoſition of divine Provi- 
dence in its behalf? And how does that ap- 
pear in the preſent Caſe? Yes, you'll ſay, 
God would not permit ſuch things to hap- 
pen, if he did not approve the Doctrine. 
But how know you that? If the Doctrine be 
unworthy of God, you have a plain mark to 
diſtinguiſh the Cheat by ; if it be worthy 
of God, there is no ſuch great hurt in your 
receiving it. But indeed, you are under 
no neceſſity of being deceived in this mat- 
ter; for, as there is no Evidence given of 
the Divinity of the Doctrine, ſo you may, 
and ought to withold your aſſent. It may 
be expected, that if God deſigns you ſhould 
receive the Doctrine, he would give you 
Evidence, that it came from him, by Or- 
dcring ſome Works to be performed, which 
not only may, but muſt diſcover his appro- 
bation of it. 
2. Others define a Miracle to be Super- 
natural Work, meaning thereby, a Work 
above, or contrary to the Courſe of Nature, 
i. e. thoſe Laws, by which matter acts, as they 
6 38 were 
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were given it from the Creation. But now, 
it we conſider it, we ſhall ſee, that mat- 
ter is uncapable of any Laws, and can't 
indeed act at all, in any proper Senſe. Mat- 
ter, is a ſolid, diviſible, moveable Subſtance; 
it can't begin motion, ot When 'tis in 
motion ſtop, or alter its direction: All 
this muſt proceed from ſome intelligent 
Agent, not giving Laws to an incapable 
Subject, but continually interpoſing, to 
act himſelf; tho according to ſtated Rules: 
And therefore, the continual alteration of 
the direction of the Planets motions, and 
cauſing them to move in Curve Lines 
about the Sun, muſt be owing to ſome 
continual Force, e by an egen 
Agent. 

But if there were "wy ig as Kiwe of 
Nature, in the Senſe contended for, yet it 
would be nothing to the Purpole ; for ſtil}, 
that would often appear to us a very great 
Miracle, which might not be contrary to 
theſe Laws, but only a ſuſpending them 
for a time: v. g. the ſuſpending an heavy 
Body in the Air, or Water; between which, 
and the common Works of Men, there 
would be no difference, but that the one 
was done Viſibly, the other Inviſibly. 
What has been ſaid under this Head, 
ſnews the abſurdity of Spinoſass Arguments 

againſt 
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againſt Miracles; which are wholly built 
on this, Viz. That there arc neceflary Laws 
of Nature, which can't be repealed; and 
therefore à Miracle, which is ſuppo- 
ſed to be contrary to theſe Laws, muſt 
be abſolutely impoſſible: But now, as there 
are no- ſuch neceſſaty Laws, but as the 
whole Order of Nature, tho' regular and 
ſettled, yet is purely arbitrary, o all: this 
reaſoning falls to the Ground. 

3. Others, define a Miracle to be, a 
which is above the Powers of Matter and 
Motion: Let us Conſider this a little. Mat- 
ter is an extended, ſolid, diviſible, mova- 
ble Subſtance. Theſe are all the properties 
of Matter we know; all the reſt that are 
called properties of any particular Bodies, 
are only the different relations, that the parts 
of Mattcr, {which is a movable Subſtance) 
bear to one another; by means of which 
they excite diſſerent Ideas in us; as of round- 
nels, and ſquareneſs, &c. and arc not re- 
ally properties of Matter at all. Matter is 
a Subſtance. capable of being moved; but 
Motion, is not eſſential to it: When put 
in motion, it will move on in a tight line, 
till its motion be ſtopped, or its direction 
altered. If then a Miracle be defined. 
that which. is above the Powers of Matter ; 
the Original motion of the Planets, in right 

wy lines 
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lines, muſt be a Miracle: Or, if Motion be 


taken into the definition, ſtill the conti. 
nual alteration of their direction is a Mi- 
racle : The common Law of Gravity, muſt 
be a Miracle every where. 

The formation of all intelligent Beings, 
(fince Matter is not Eſſentially intelligent) 
is a Miracle: The Union of ſome intelli- 
gent Beings with Matter muſt in like 
manner be ſo : Nay, the formation of the 
human Body at firſt, muſt be as much a 
Miracle, as its reformation, when diſſolved 
in the Grave. 

4. Others define a Miracle to be a Work 
performable by God only: But now accord- 
ing to this Notion, none of thoſe Works, 


which we call Miracles, may be really ſuch, 


ſince we dont know the powers of all the 
Beings above us, that are the Creatures of 
God: If their Power did not exceed ours 
(which yet we may be ſure it does) they 
would, meerly by their being inviſible, per- 
form ſuch Works, as we ſhould call ſome the 
greateſt of Miracles, ſuch as ſuſpending a 
Body in the Air, &c. 

And as we don't know the natural powers 
of Beings above us, ſo we don't know the 
Laws they are under, and can never be 
ſure they are under perpetual Reſtraints 


from doing thoſe Works, we ſhould think, 
meerly 
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meerly from the Works themſelves, to be 
done by the power of God. We don't 
| know but God may anfwer wiſe Ends by 
ſuffering, ſometimes, evil Spirits to do ſuch 
Works; and ſince: he has given us means 
ſufficient for detecting the Cheat, there is 
no more difficulty in God's permitting theſe, 
than the Frauds of wicked Men. The Evi- 
dence therefore of a Miracle to any Do- 
Qrine, does not lie here, vg. That Mira- 
cles are the natural Signs of God's. Appro- 
| bation; for that they are not, except they 
be ſuppoſed pertormable by God only, 
Which can never be proved; or that the 
Perſon who appeals to em, appeals to God, 
who is therefore obliged, by his Veracity, 


not to anſwer the Appeal by the ſigns of 
Miracles, if the Appeal Were not juſt; juſt 


as an honeſt Man would not anſwer ſuch 
an Appeal made to him, by Words, or any 
other Signs agreed on amongſt Men. All 
this gocs on the ſuppoſition of Miracles 


being performable by God only; for other- 


wiſe there is no more abſurdity in ſuppo- 
ſing God ſhould ſuffer evil Spirits, than 
wicked Men, to perform Works by which 
they ſhould deceive; when in both Caſes 
the Cheat might, with equal Eaſe, be de- 
tected : Miracles can't be natural Signs of 

\ Yod's Approbation, except they are ſuppo- 
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ſed performable by God only: And arbitrary 
Signs are here out of the Calc, becaule the 
knowledge of em ſuppoſes a Revelation. 

Well then, at laſt, I hat is a Miracle? 
*Lis abundantly evident from what has been 
already ſaid, that It muſe be a Work of 
ſome ſuperior Spirit : But as we don't know 
but the common effects of Nature are the 
Works of ſuch Spirits, ſo we muſt add to 
the Definition; Uncommon and extra- 
ordinary, for ſome particular Purpoſe; as 
tbe proof of a Doctrine, that it comes from 
God: And laſtly, becauſe bad Spirits may 
on ſome occaſions be permitted to perform 
ſuch ſort of Works, tho not commiſſion d 
by God, in order to the proof of any Do- 
arin; ſo we muſt add, Perform'd by good 
Spirits, commiſſion'd by God, if not wrought 
immediately by God himſelf. 4 
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